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Palestinian groups meet in Aden 

‘Let’s reinforce our 
political, military 
struggle’ , Abu Jihad 


By Sana* AJul 

Special to The Star 


AMMAN — The third round of talks be- 
tween the Fateh movement and the qua- 
druple alliance consisting of the Popular 



Abu Jihad: "A reinforcement of our 
struggle '* 

Front for the Liberation of Palestine 
( PFLP), the Democratic Front for the Lib- 
eration of Palestine IDFLP). Palestinian 


Liberation Front (PLF). and the Pales- 
tinian Communist Party, which began in 
Aden, South Yemen on Saturday is still 
continuing. 

Mr Khalil Al-Wazir (Abu Jihad), deputy 
commander of the Palestinian forces, who 
is chairman of the meeting, in an opening 
speech called for unity among the various 
groups in order 10 unify the Palestinian 
position in its national frame. 

Me said: "the most important challenge 
is to reinforce our military and political 
struggle against Israelis inside and outside 
the occupied territories. We have lo con- 
clude these talks with concrete pulilicnl 
and organisational agreements, including 
the fixing of a date for the Palestine 
National Council (PNC) meeting". 

The meeting was expected Wednesday 
to deal with the political aspects, reach an 
agreement and refer it to a private com- 
mittee to adopt it. However, discussions 
on the organization of the PLO and its 
struct urc and the forthcoming PNC meet- 
ing were still underway. One of the re- 
forms under discussion is a demand that 
the number of the representatives of the 
executive committee should be increased 
thus reducing the independence of mem- 
bers and giving the Fateh movement Lhe 
lion s share of the members on the execu- 
tive committee. 

A responsible Palestinian source also 
denied any exchange of working papers 
contrary to the statement made by Mr 
Jameel Hilal a representative of the DFLP 
at the meeting. However, several bilateral 
meetings had been held. These include 
the one between the Fateh Command and 
the political office of the Lebanese Com- 
munist Party. Their discussions covered 
bilateral relations between the (wo parties 
and Palestinian and Lebanese problems. 


Meeting of industrialized nations 



NEW SETTLEMENT; Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir watcliesRabblEIljahu : 
hty the cornerstone for a new West Dank settlement near Karnci Shonuon, Tocsdiy. \ 
Shamir was reported to have told about one thousand people gathered at the site thn '• 
Israel’s border extends “up to the Jordan River-’ (AP Wircphoto) 
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Declaration draws attention to international terrorism 


And latest developments in the Gulf war 


By Len Rockingham 

Star London Correspondent 


LONDON — “The circus departs' com- 
mented the Daily Telegraph, a conserva- 
tive newspaper which normally gives solid 
support to Mrs Thatcher's government. 
And the phrase well sums up the general 
reaction of scepticism which greeted the 
outcome of last week's seven- nation eco- 
. nomic summit, presided over by Mrs 
Thatcher in London. 


to the American people. And he con- 
cluded his trip to Britain by revealing that 
he had found evidence of his mother's 
forebears in Epsom, just to the south of 
London. 


American high Interest rates 


There was certainly an atmosphere of 
circus about the summit. The lenders or 
the world's major industrialised countries 
were moved rapidly about the capital from 
one culturally important building lo 
another — Lancaster House. Kensington 
Palace, the National Portrait Gallery, and 
so on — between one discussion and 
another. And in addition lo the seven 
leaders, their ministers of finance and 
' foreign affairs, and staff, there were 
more than three thousand journalists and 
- cameramen in attendance, many thou- 
sands more police and security men — not 
Contention the 150.000 anti-nuclear'de- 
monstralors who attempted to make the 
. point to President Reagan that his cruise 
and pershing missiles are not welcome in 
Europe. 


During the discussions the president 
had said blandly lhat there is no evidence 
of a link between the current American 
budget deficit and high interest rates. And 
the concern of the Europeans in particular 
about the upward trend of American inter- 
est rales proved the most contentious 
issue at the summit. By all accounts, the 
criticism of American policy was strong 
by summit standards. But Lhe final com- 
munique c tossed over these differences 
and confined itself Lo saying that rising 
International interest rates ‘could exacer- 
bate the problems of the debtor nations 
and a commitment in the summit's final 
communique Lo help those countries 
which are trying to set their own eco- 
nomic houses in order. But international 
bankers in London remain sceptical about 
a summit plan for debtor countries to cre- 
ate an equity stake in their development 
projects. 


■ President Reagan seems to have 
benefited most from the summit. In a 
confident and benign mood, as be Tits a 
man who is the favourite for the coming 
presidential election, he seemed to be 
above the controversy of his European. 
Canadian and Japanese counterparts. He 
took every opportunity to talk about peace 
and prosperity. He broadcast, often direct 


40th anniversary celebrations of the 
D-day landings in Normandy two days be- 
fore the summit — that there are no phi- 
losophical divisions within the ranks of 
the Western nations. 


However, it was also noted that the de- 
claration could annoy the Soviet Union 
and its communist allies, at a time when 
the London summit was issuing another 
declaration pledging the seven leaders ‘to 
pursue the search for extended political 
dialogue and long-term co-operation with 
the Soviet Union and her allies'. 


International terrorism 


It was on the political Issues discussed 
by the summit leaders, however, lhat the 
lack of positive agreement was most ap- 
parent, except on the lowest common de- 
nominator of broad principles. Thus, on 
the first day of the summit, there was a 
* declaration on democratic values' Which 
left most outside observers quite baffled. 
It was interpreted by most as an attempt 
to reassure West Germany, Italy and Ja- 
pan — whose leaders had not attended the 


The most positive political initiative to 
come out of the summit was that on inter- 
national terrorism. This was a British ini- 
tiative. strongly advocated by Mrs That- 
cher in the wake of the crisis over the 
shooting of a British policewoman outside 
he Libyan People’s Bureau. The declara- 
tion was unanimous in drawing attention 
to the ease with which terrorists now 
cross international boundaries, and the 
leaders 'viewed with serious concern the 
increasing involvement of states and gov- 
ernments in terrorism, including the 
abuse of diplomatic immunity 1 . 

But, having agreed in their identifica- 
tion of the problem, the seven leaders 
could not agree on the counter-measures 
(o be taken. The declaration on terrorism 
said only that certain proposals ‘had 
found support including the idea of black- 
list of diplomats who have been expelled 
,om one country for supporting terror- 
ism, the idea of reducing the size of some 
diplomatic missions and arms embargoes 


against countries known to engage in jer- 1 
rorism. On all or these points, Britain 
found strong support from West German) • 
and Italy, but opposition to such an V" j 
declaration from France, which belie”* _ 
that its relations with the Arab worlo as 
whole could be harmed by its beconuni 
associated with an international am- 
terrorist campaign. 


The final declaration, express"* 
concern at the latest developments in 


concern ai me laicsi — - . ■.[ 

Gulf war, came not in lhe formoi aj 
statement but as a statement from i J. 
air, that is from Mrs Thatcher h ^ 
The statement drew attention 


i ne statement arew irt 

recent attacks on neutral s l? , - p v n « ( ,tional 
Gulf and to the ‘breaches of (i i 

humanitarian law that have occurr ^ ' 
spoke of the need to maintain ire ! . jjj 

navigation in the Gulf and to ma*n 
thp desire Ul . 


supplies. And it spoke of the desir : ^ 

seven leaders lo encourage a peace 
honourable settlement of the coni 


The reasons why the summit ■ 
issue a joint statement on the Gun 
Tact illustrate the weakness of 
nua] gatherings. On the one hand, 

of the leaders wish to retain the ir 


of the leaders wish to retain me . 
to conduct independent national ^ 


policies in areas like the Gulf- The ti 
States and France, for example, 
reasons for the fighting between ir 
Iraq in different ways. 

Britain tends to side with France io 
lieving that any western military ( | 
tion should be a very last resort. ^ ‘ 
other hand, it is clear that where 
ited Nations Security Council an 
.international fora have fal 4 1 1 f d r . 1 if «a 
about the negotiated end to the uu 
.a two- day economic meeting in 
not going to succeed. 


% ht Jerusalem i£>ta 
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Signs of hope in Lebanon 

Parties latiid Syria's mediation efforts 

BEIRUT ^ShOO&gerilpted at downtown commercial district straddling Berri serves as Justice Ministei 
mirfflfternoOTYT^dneMay at the only Beirut s closed port and in the suburbs a te Minister for Southern I eh 


BEIRUT tafe -J> : Shooting 2 rupted at 
MdafternoW^^nfiM&y at the only 
open crossing between Beirut's two 
sectors, panicking motorists. A con- 
voy carrying US ambassador Reginald 
Bartholomew was passing through the 
pieway at the time. 

US embassy officials said the ambassa- 
dor arrived safely at his residence in the 
Christian suburb of Ba'bda and no one in 
the three-car convoy was hurt. 

The firing continued after the ambassa- 
dors car, coming from the embassy in 
Vest Beirut, sped into the Christian sec- 
tor. A policeman at the scene said the 
(hooting was between Lebanese police 
Burning a checkpoint at the Muslim end 
of the crossing and intruding gunmen. 

lhe state radio said the incident was 
minor and was quickly resolved. Motor- 
ists said the gateway never closed despite 
lhe shooting. 

Police said mosl of the fighting took 
[toe overnight in the bomb- shattered 


downtown commercial district straddling 
Beirut's closed port and in the suburbs 
south of Lhe capital. 

Muslim leader Nabih Berri promised to 
abide by the new agreement restructuring 
the fractured Lebanese army, while the 
Christian camp appeared split over the ac- 
cord. 

Berri said in an interview published by 
the independent Beirut newspaper An- 
Nahar that he would guarantee Lhat if the 
Lebanese army were reunited, it could re- 
take control of West Beirut and its 
Shi'ile- populated suburbs in 10 hours. 

Berri' s Amal militia, along with Druzc 
leader Walid Junblalt's fighters, wrested 
control of West Beirut from the army in 
the latest civil war round last February. 

He emphasized Shi' ite and Druze mili- 
tiamen would be withdrawn along with 
their arms from all frontline positions and 
the streets to facilitate the entry of the 
army once it was reunited. 

All armed elements will be removed 
from all areas, provided the same is ap- 
plied in Lhe same spirit in East (Christian) 
Beirut, Berri said. 


Iraq says Iran violates cease-fire 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — Iraq charged 
Wednesday that the Iranian forces shelled 
civilian areas in the southern Iraqi city of 
tore in violation of an eight- day morato- 
ilDn on bombing populated areas, and 
vowed to retaliate if such attacks conti- 
nue. 

INA, the official Iraqi news agency, 
a military spokesman in Baghdad 
“saying the Iranians fired three artillery 
Basra between 10.40 and 11.00 
loeal tim e. No casualties wore reported. 

INA said the spokesman drew the uticn- 
°t the United Nations and world pu- 
«S opln ‘ on t0 lIie new Iranian violation 
nd warned that Iraq will retaliate if the 
Iranian regime continued its violation. 

J^* mme diate comment was available to 
ne lrw tf charge from the Iranian side. 

.|jjl e , c ^f r 8c was the second against Iran 
iJmoW si des, at war since 22 Seplem- 
civii , . a 8 r eed to hall the bombing of 
loan targets along their battlefront. 
n»i P rtial cease-fire was mediated by 
^ neral Javier Perez de 

miu!L a8re f inenl followad a week of air, 
l raa , a . nd ar *iHery attacks by Iran and 
whil* » ® ac ** °lhers border towns, 

^nded * med hundreds of hilled and 

Irat l charged that the Ira- 
Sayed the I ra( il border township of 
marino « ^ bounding a civilian and da- 
I ran denied the charge, 
earlier cu n I ra q* s themselves had a day 
(he lrn«i« ed . the southern outskirts of 
aero** nI? n ou Clty of Abadan, which is 
Basra Shalt Al-Arab waterway from 


The new Iraqi charge came as a UN ob- 
server team was reported by INA to be ex- 
pected in Baghdad within the next 24 
hours to take up the task of monitoring 
violations of 12 June moratorium. 

INA quoted -the Baghdad weekly Alef-Ba 
as saying offices and accommodation had 
been prepared for the UN team at Iraqi 
border towns. 

Earlier in the day, Iran denied an Iraqi 
claim thal it had recaptured part of the 
Iranian-occupied oil-rich Majnoon 
islands. 

The official Iranian news agency, 
quoted a military spokesman in Tehran as 
saying that Iraq's claim Monday that part 
of the Majnoon islands had been recap- 
tured is totally unfounded. 

“Islamic (Iranian) combatants remain 
in control of the islands," the spokesman 
added. 

The denial came as Iranian President 
Ali Khamenei saw off several thousand 
vdlunteers leaving Tehran for the battle- 
front,. IRNA reported. 

IRNA, monitored in Nicosia has been 
reporting similar departures for several 
days, fueling concern that Iran is prepar- 
ing to unleash a major offensive against 
the southern Iraqi city of Basra, near the 
Majnoon islands. 

Maj. Gen. Maher Abdul Rasheed, the 
commander oflraq's southern Basra front 
sector said Monday that his forces had re- 
captured more areas of the Majnoon 
Islands from the Iranians. He said the re- 
captured areas had been fortified by his 
men who also opened floodgates of the 
Howeizeh River to immobilize the part ol 
the islands still under Iranian occupation. 


Berri serves as Justice Minister and St- 
ate Minister for Southern Lebanon in 
Syrian-backed Prime Minister Rashid Ka- 
rami's national coalition government, 
formed 5 I days ago to try to end the nine- 
year civil war. 

Efforts of the half-Christian, half- 
Muslim government had been plagued by a 
dispute between Muslim and Christian 
leaders on how lo create a sectarian ba- 
lance in the army, which long has been 
dominated by the Christians. 

Administration sources here said Syrian 
Vice President Abdul Halim Khaddam 
managed to work out a compromise on the 
future structure of the army during a 
1 2- hour visit to Lebanon on Monday. 

The compromise basically retains the 
army commandpost for a Maronile Catho- 
lic, the dominant Christian community In 
Lebanon. But it restricts his powers by 
making the commander part of a six-man 
military council drawn from the nations 
major religious sects. In addition to the 
Maronites, these include Greek Orthodox. 
Roman Catholic, Shi’ ite and Sunni Mu- 
slim and the Druze. 

A four-man military committee was set 
up during Khaddam's visit to' draw up a 
detailed procedure for the reunification of 
the 37.000-man army. 

The committee held its first meeting 
Tuesday evening in the no man's land be- 
tween Beirut's Muslim and Christian sec- 
tors and scheduled other conferences for 
Wednesday. It was to present recommen- 
dations to the cabinet in meeting sch- 
eduled under President Amin Gcmayel for 
Thursday, according to government sour- 
ces who asked not to be named. 

The two top political leaders of the 
Christian alliance in lhe civil war, former 
President Camille Chamoun of the 
National Liberal Party and Pierre Gemayel 
of the Phalange Party, made separate 
statements lauding the Syrian mediation. 

But the command of the Lebanese For- 
ces Christian militia, whose men did the 
actual fighting, announced it was not 
bound by any Syrian- mediated agreements 
and rejected the reunification of the army 
altogether. 

The Lebanese Forces Command has 
been demanding political and security au- 
tonomy for Christian- populated areas. 
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Saudi to shoot 
intruder planes 

MANAMA, Bahrain ( AP) — Saudi Arabia 
has ordered its air force pilots to shoot on 
sight any plane that intrudes into its air- 
space, the Kuwait newspaper Al-Anbaa 
reported Wednesday. 

Quoting unidentified highly placed Gulf 
sources, the independent paper said that 
pilots were told to shoot without recourse 
to the (Saudi) military command or the 
political leadership. 

Under a new arrangement, the US-built 
Airborne Warning and Control System 
(AW ACS) radar planes in the Eastern 
Province of the kingdom monitor air and 
ship movement in the Gulf and relay in- 
formation directly to the Saudi air force, 
it said. 

Saudi Arabia, the United Stales' closest 
friend in the Arab World, recently 
received 400 shoulder- fired Stinger mis- 
siles from the United States, to bolster its 
defence. 


^AO to help Jordan face drought 

Swa'on ‘ he “ toSituK* is affecting Jordan this year due to a bad winter 

^Sltmtion has been described as the worst since 1947 end ha, ^jMy affected 
fear 52f#£ arvcsl » which in turn affected the animal fodder product) 

. '“ r * and the livestock sector. . , ■ 

■ f>n!?rs 8 SJ2 measures have been adopted by the Mliustry AgnyJJJJJ ° d - h 
htory by star Staff Writer Pam Dougherty on page 7 


4000 apply for j ob permits so far 

6 per cent of applicants turned down 

By Kathy Rakish 

Star Staff Writer 

AMMAN — Approximately six per cent of the over 4,000 non- Jordanian workers 
who have applied to the Ministry of Labour for work permits did not get them. 

The Director of the Amman Employment Office Mr Jaber Karam told The Star 
Tuesday that the people were refused the permits, because they were found to be 
doing jobs which Jordanians need. He said most of them were employed In offices, 
construction sites and as salespeople. 

Mr Karam slid an applicant for a penal t has to produce his or her work contract, 
passport, residence permit, a personal photograph and an occupation license in the 
case of those working In the Industrial fields. He explained that for qpn-Atab wor- 
kers coming to Jordan, there must be a prior approval by the Labour aad Interior 
ministries. 

Mr Karam said upon submitting all the necessary documents to the employment 
office, a check is made to find out whether the applicant does not hold a job needed 
by a Jordanian. If the job falls withla the category of Jobs which Jordanians need, 
the application Is rejected outright, otherwise, the permit Is issued without delay. 

Mr Karam disclosed that 4,195 unemployed Jordanians registered with the emp- 
loyment office In the first four months of this year. He said 3,000 were nominated : 
for employers and 1 225 of this number have since found jobs. 

The Labour amendment law which came Into effect on 2 June requires all foreign 
workers to obtain work permits before they work In Jordan. 
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GoldenWings or Rainbow Tours 
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satellite car co. 

ABDALI - NEAR THE HOUSING BANK . AMMAN -JORDAN 
CALL, TEL. 25W7-2W7I . P.O. BOX 9180. TELEX 21513 BILCO jO 


Rent a Car 


T.T.S . FAS HIONS PRESENT Variety of 
Summer clothes 

Jn Jiik Talal Trading Stores 
Wadi ® aqra ' Rr8t 

Present a wide range of 
^ German and French clo- 
thes. A wide range of 
cotton and 

A special line for young 
ladies: trousers - T-sh’ris 
3: French "Simone Perel" 

underwear 
American "Olga" 
underwear. 

Our prices suit everybody. 
We welcome you daily 
(from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 
rom 3:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

Tel: 33377 Amman 
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NEW ORIENT RESTAURANT 
(Abu Ahmad ) 

THE MOST POPULAR RESTAURANT IN AMMAN 
SPECIALISING IN CHARCOAL GRILL DISHES 


jabal Amman _ 3rd Circle 

PO BOX 503 
Tel 4(879 
Amman. Jordan 


Amman 
Tel: 42043 
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Optikos 

Jordan 

Intercontinental j 
l Hotel 


Same Day Delivery 


Eyes Examlned>^ 

Contact Lenses 
7 Days a Week 

Moderate Prices 




AMIN JARRAR RENT A CAR 


Q.A.I. Airport 24 Hours 
Service 


Short term and long term rentals — daily, weekly, 
monthly and annually. 

Mercedes 200, Datsun- Stanza, Sunny, Renault 5, 
Mini Metro and for long term rental any type or car 
available on request (leasing). 

— AirconditionedCars 

■ — 2 Automatic Cars Available 

— Special Prices for companies 

For Quotations and Information Please Call Our Of- 
fice: 670498, 08/51071 Tlx: 23678 Jarrar or write 
to P.O. Box 6925 Amman - Jordan. 
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By Ibtisam J. Dababneh 
Star Staff Writer 

AMMAN — Fifty-three new 
councils will be established in 
August (his year in 1 1 district! 
in the kingdom. This came oui 
at a meeting at the Ministry of 
Social Development last week 
where the Minister Mr. Abdul 
Salam Kan’ an outlined his minis- 
try’s new plans for developing 
the local communities with pu- 
blic participation. 

Mr Faisal Khatib, head or the 
department of developing local 
communities told The Star that J 
each of the new local councils 
would be established in Amman. 
Zarqa, Salt, Madaba. Jerash. 
Ma* an and Kerak districts. Eight 
new councils would be set up in 
Irbid, four in Mafraq, three each 
in Tafileh and Aqaba districts. 

Each of the councils would 
consist of 10 to 15 members 
from the localities who will be 
assisted by specially appointed 
staff from the Ministry. Mr. 
Khatib said the aim behind esta- 
blishing such councils is among 
other things, to ensure public 
participation in developing local 
communities. He said that duties 
of local development councils in- 
clude the study of the needs of 
the communities, their problems 
and come out with solutions for 
them. 

Mr Khatib said that if this 
method proves successful it 
would be extended to all parts of 
the Kingdom. 


European 
Cup finals 

AMMAN (Stir) - 
dan Television (JTV) 
Channel 6 will transd 
live the final games In the 
European Cup compeii* 
tion on 23, 24 and 21 
June at 8 pm. The new 
bulletin In Arabic will J* 
transmitted on the • 
channel. 
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TOP QUALITY FURNITURE 

• Baker of U.S.A. 

• Sibast office Furniture 

• Show of London (Regency) 

• Brass Furniture # Superior Collection 

unmatched In Jordan. ' . 

3rd Circle — Jabal Amman — Near Firas Bookshop 
Tel: 41080 

Open Daily from — 9:00 - 6:30 and 7:30 - 9:30 
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Fresh Fish From The Gulf 
European Cuisine 
Oriental Delicacies 

Am i nun Street. Aqaba ldi 55 
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*We are committed to help our 
brothers at any time their 
freedomis injeopardy, 'Hussein 


By Len Rockingham 

Star London Correspondent 

QNDON - His Majesty King 
lusscin said on British lelcvi- 
M on Sunday that Jordan will 
and troops to help defend the 
Arab Guir states Trout Iranian at- 
ixk. if they ask Jordan to do so. 

The King confirmed that he 
bd discussed this possibility on 
Sis recent visit to Bahrain and 
mail. "We discussed the si- 
tuation and the dangers and we 
»t committed to help our broth- 
ers at any lime, wherever their 
freedom is in jeopardy or where 
iftey arc threatened”, said the 
king. Later he added: "Iran is 
waging this war, 1 believe, with 
iht aim of creating a rift 
amongst Muslims — Shi" ite and 
Sunnis — which would not only 
bea threat to Iraq but to the en- 
tire Brea." 

King Hussein was being inter- 
viewed on the Channel Four pro- 
gramme 'Face the Press' by An- 
tony Howard, deputy editor of 
The Observer' Patrick Scale, 
the Middle East specialist of 
the 'Observer* and Robert Fisk, 
the Middle East correspondent of 
The Times'. 

Commenting on the interview 
in The Times' on Monday. Rob- 


ert Fisk said that, although the 
King did not say so during the 
interview, he 'is now very 
concerned at reports he has 
received that the Iranians pro- 


pose to build an oil pipeline that 
would bypass the Strait of Hor- 
muz. a project which suggests 
Iran might be thinking of block- 
ing the waterway to put pressure 


on the Gulf states without doing 
any economic harm to itself. 

Robert Fisk and other corre- 
spondents observed that King 
Hussein appeared deeply de- 
pressed throughout the interview 
at the prospects of peace in the 
Middle East. 

Robert Fisk reported that King 
Hussein was particularly dis- 
mayed at the United Slates role 
in the Middle East. After the 
television interview had ended, 
reported Robert Fisk. His 
Majesty listed four specific grie- 
vances with the United States: 


jordan 

The United States* failure to sell 
stinger missiles to Jordan after 
pressure from the American Je- 
wish lobby: The erosion of Am- 
erican opposition to Jewish set- 
tlements in the West Bank, 
which LIS spokesmen now reter 
to as 'impediments to peace* ra- 
ther than as illegal: The dentate 
in the US about moving the Am- 
erican Embassy from Tel Aviv to 
Jerusalem: anti America's refu- 
sal to pul pressure on Israel to 
allow West Bank Palestinians to 
attend the Jordanian Parliament 
in Amman. 
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Schindler 


For more lhan 100 years. Schindler has 
earned and maintained a reputation for 
advanced technology in transportation 
systems. Schindler offers its products and 
services in more than 100 countries in Eu- 
rope, Asia, Africa, Australia. North Ameri- 
ca and South America— Schindler has a 
strong presence on all continents of the 
world. As Europe's largest and the 
world’s second largest manufacturer of 
elevators, Schindler generates sales of 
more (han SFr 18 billion with a total work 
force of 22.000 employees. The corpora- 
tion's principal lines are elevators, escala- 
tors. material handling systems, rolling 
slock manufacture and.service. 
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You are cordially invited to attend our 

GIFT EXHIBITION 


die 
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On the Occasion of Eid-el-Fitr 

to be held at the Amman Marriott Hotel 
from 25th June - 29th June, 1984. 

?* ‘* ow i you’ll find a huge assortment of flrst-clasa pro 
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clothes, Jewellery and crystalware. 

Why don’t you be our guest and benefit from this excellent 
°Wortunity Mill • 


WE ARE THE FIRST 
IN THE WORLD 


SCOTSMAN presents ICEMAKERS to: 
All Institutions, 

Hotels, 

Restaurants, 

Hospitals, 

Clubs, 

Laboratories and parks. 

We welcome 

— Caira Cards 
— - Petra Cards 


N .vdf'L 



LA COQUETTE 
BOUTIQUE; 

THE best and the latest from 

GIAN FRANCO FERRE CLAUDE 

Montana, complice, kenzo 

AND CHANTALLE THOMAS. 

i:i insurance building, 

V THIRD CIRCLE . 
TELEPHONE NUMBER: 30035 



SCOTSMPIST 



m 
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Scotsman. 


Ice Make; 
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New tourist organization plans 
major overhaul of the industry 

Obstacles hindering tourists to be removed 


By Kathy Rakish 
Slar Staff Writer 

AMMAN — Tourism in several 
Arab countries is to undergo a 
thorough overhaul. And the body 
which has taken upon itself this 
task is the newly* formed Arab 


Tourism Organization (ATO)the 
brainchild of the Arab Tourism 
Union (ATU). 

One of the organization’s aims 
is to facilitate the flow of Arab 
tourists within the Arab world by 
minimizing as much as possible 
the barriers that hinder tourism. 


The present obstacles include the 
complicated procedures of ob- 
taining passports and visas; the 
refusal of officials to acknowl- 
edge any valid identity card; 
problems of cashing Arab tour- 
ism cheques and money ex- 
change problems. The rest are 


the heavy taxes and fees tourists 
are required to pay. the compli- 
cated and disorganized searching 

procedures; and the lack of tour- 
istic information services. 

To find out more about the 
ATO and what its strategies are. 
The Star spoke with Mr. Mi- 
chelle Hamarneh director gen- 
eral of the Tourism Authority. 
He said the idea of establishing 
the -ATO came about when the 
Arab Tourism Union felt that it 
was no longer capable to carry on 
its mission. The union had been 
established to encourage tourism 
among the Arab states. Once the 


Alia Presents 
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Alia, The Royal Jordanian Airline is proud to present Singapore - a new 
addition to its ever-expanding network. 

Now you can travel non-stop from Amman to the Jewel of Southeast asia, the 
fascinating, sun-drenched tropical island of Singapore. 

Aha’s jumbo fleet will be at your service every Sunday and Thursday 
at 7:30 p.m, to fly you in comfort to meet the rising sun of the next day in Singapore. 


For more intomuttinn please com act Alia of lice s or your local agcni. 


sb? 

Alia: Hie Royal [qrdanian Airline 
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umon had successfully accom. 
plished its initial aim. it 2. 
pared ase f for the second stage 
which included the advance mem 
or the idea of tourism by encou 
raging Arabs to tour other Arab 
states before travelling to fa? 
ign countries. But as the union 
had as Us members Arab tourism 
agencies and departments, it vva, 
unable to take this step, which 
required negotiations. and 
agreements on governmental ba- 
sis among the Arab countries 
from which the members come 
from. 

Realizing the impossibility or 
functioning as a union, the ATU 
decided that, to achieve the 
power it needed it would have to 
change into an organization re- 
lated directly to the Arab Lea- 
gue. Thus, member countries 
must sign contracts and official 



Mr. Michel Hamarneh 

documents, binding the govern- 
ments to the organization's rules 
and having governments rather 
that tourist departments and 
agencies as members. The rea- 
son behind this is twofold: One. 
any agreement signed on govern- 
mental level will definitely be 
binding and secondly, tourism is 
a joint venture several govern- 
mental ministries and depart- 
ments should work on together 
rather than just the tourism de- 
partments alone. The various 
Arab governments look five 
years to study and discuss the 
idea or the ATO before granting 
their approval. 

Mr. Hamarneh said that the 
organization intends to present 
the Arab world as one nation as 
far as tourism is concerned to 
both Arab and foreign tourists. 
One of the advantages the Aran 
world has over others is that the 
states do not in any way compete 
with each other but complime 01 
one another as each state poss- 
esses its own characteristics in 
terms of history and tourist at- 
tractions. 

For example, while Egypt }» 
its Pharonian pyramids, J ? r , 
has its Nabatean Petra. Syria. 
Tedmour and Iraq. its 
nian sites. And this is wha U° ' 
ists want. “We are part of in 
world, and located in its cent ■ 
Therefore, we might as 
present ourselves as ® * 

market in the field of toj ,r ' s * j 
and we have a lot to of'® r - 
we also have to begin to d * i 
a policy for Arab tourists to 
the Arab world. These all n 
lot of work." Mr. Hamarneh » 
plained. 

The meeting or the 1 4 mcfjj*! 
countries, with Oman jo 
later on as its 1 5th member 
took place on 30 May. No 
did it come up with the * * 
of documents and contra*- • 
;also it chose Amman as .in* 
n iza lion's temporary 
ters. Its permanent heating* 

• is located in Jerusalem J “ jch 
the case was for the ATU wi ^ 

moved its tieadquariers Tr m 

usalem to Amman as us v r. 
ary base during the Israeli 
palion,:- .• , • 

-The Arab Tpiirism Union 
dissolved on I Jnn® 

ATO came into being- 


see related story on 
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ATO outlines problems facing tourism 


Oie of (he many families who throng the bridge after Iftar: 

••We come here for a change' 1 

Families ‘ take the air’ at 
tbe Fourth Circle bridge 


By Amal Ghandour 

Star Staff Writer 

AMMAN — It is 8:30 p.m.. peo- 

e e finished their Iftar. and 
ds of them are swarming 
tbe Fourth Circle bridge and the 
ker Circle highway. 

Wllh the children running 
wild, their parents strolling 
ttuielly and teenagers flaunting 
their youth, the bridge and the 
highway, vaguely resemble pu- 
ttie parks, deprived of games, 
greenery and safety.. Yet the 
(ridge and highway, ironically 
km become a haven for those 
hnilin looking for a quiet 
Place, and those teenagers 
yearning to scar that same place 
«ithihe tyre marks of their mo- 
torcycle and cars. 

"We come here for a change 
«i place and for the children to 
ptoy” says Isa'f Mukhaimcr. Go- 
to* with her husband, children 
father every night to the 
Circle, Isa’f compluins 
™ "the available restaurants 
m cafes arc not suitable for n 
respectable family." 

.Practically all the families 
inmiewed preferred outdoor 

! 1 iJ pacious Pf flCes * where the 
tuners could have some exercise 
* ll *r a heavy meal and the chil- 
wn, a chance to play. It seems 
“hi Ramadan with its lazy work- 
J^hours. free time and heavy 
2 s ; enc °urages families — 
sla Y *1 home otherwise — to 
an outing after iriar. 

A1 Din Bukhari, who 
lha Inner circle high- 

2iSL n,,hl hls famil y 

person 5 d ?* ex P ,alns lhat ** a 
ta* ree|s very sleepy arter 
ft®*™ a heavy dish for 
#*.’?. ? rega ’ n hiB energy he 
p.W to catch a little fresh 

Alhi p . r ?^ m is thai - isa ' r 

«i haw 6 M R in and many oth- . 
Utile ^ 0 n u p ace to “ cfl lch a 
5*5?!, “if" except on 
When Bnd highways- 

built is. i ^ mmaQ Municipality 
Subhi A|*E n0r circle highway." 

fc k that ih. say 5v - 1,1 P robab ‘y 
Uai in road had the polen- 

That “Pubjic park. 

chtt ardund, lh V pul 0 few ben ‘ 

“thSl however, that 
fongaroiii r eets . are extremely 
the childron - and 
blicp .^y serve as a real pu- . 
heSj^'tshenefits." And 
Md puriip :to ^°th the private 
mSSi!!***' to invest in 
tnilieg KS® 10 Enable ‘ • those Ta- 
rHitjnbs income to e n- . 

therf^.^'.^niArks that 
fo pubU/T®!* Wh opened to 
•We,’* 1 ;; c ^ would not be 

PlUmaui.% ^ : , • 

people flood the 

8hway&, because . 


AMMAN (Star) — The Arab 
Tourism Organisation (ATOi 
based temporarily In Amman, has 
derined the various obstacles and 
difficulties that have been ham- 
pering for years Arab regional 
tourism, especially for Arabs tu 
tour other Arab countries. 

ATO has now embark on either 
removing altogether or minimiz- 
ing these obstacles through Joint 
governmental and ministerial 
agreements, further studies and 
research, and 8 wide tourism en- 


for foreign vehicles to enter 
any country. 

— The technical deficiency In 
the methods as well as ma- 
chinery for searching tourists 
and vehicles, and 

— A drastic lack of tourism In- 
formation services and quali- 
fied guides. 

Services 

The services sector covers ac- 


forceracnl and Investment cam" 'T' 5 ' ,ra «J 


paign. 

The approximate 70 "bad 
points” listed down as those af- 
fecting tourism in the Arab world 


agencies, air, land and sea 
transport as well as other general 
bad Items. 


Linder accommodation are:- — 


have been put into three catego- —The scarcity of different types 
ries: - facilities, services and ac- of hotels. 

following are some of _ xhe concentration on building 
the obstacles. fancy holela tak i„ B 


the house is too boring, the res- 
taurant Is too formal, and cafes 
too small or scarce anyway. Pu- 
blic parks are numbered for a 
people feeling suddenly soci- 
able for a sacred month or any 
other month. But Shuhaideh 
Hussein Muqbei says. “We co- 
me here because we do not want 
to remain cooped up at home 
especially during Ramadan. That 
is not loo much to ask, is it?" 

Number of 
tourists 
goes up 

AMMAN (Star) — a responsible 
source in the Department of 
Touristic Marketing has dis- 
closed that there was a signifi- 
cant increase in the number of 
tourists arriving in Jordan. He 
said that arrivals from Europe 
Increased by 6 per cent from 
January- May 1984. lie said 
tourists from the Americas in- 
creased by 3 per cent while arri- 
vals from other countries in- 
creased by 5 per cent. 

On the other hand the number 
of tourists from other Arab 
countries decreased by 2 1 per 
cent. Arrivals between January- 
Mny totalled 608.021 as com- 
pared to 7 24.67 2 during the 
same period last year. 


the obstacles. 

Facilities 

The facilities sector lists the 
several problems tourists perso- 
nally face, especially Arab tour- 
ists crossing borders of other 
Arab countries. 

— Difficulties in obtaining pass, 
ports and visas. 

— The somewhat rigid and com- 
plicated borders procedures 
carried out for entrance visas. 

— The refusal of officials to re- 
cognize the validity of Ident- 
ity cards carried by Arab ci- 
tizens. 


— The absence or a joint Arab 
tourism courier. 

— The inefficient railway sys- 
tem. 

Activities 

The activities sector embodies 
the behind-the-scenes points 
which are Involved In tourism 
such as marketing, planning, in- 
vestment, development and envi- 
ronment and lani utilization. 


The lack of studies and 
research on the tourism mar- 
keting countries. 

The absence nf joint- Arab 
marketing programmes. 

The drastic awareness defi- 
ciency of Arnb tourism facili- 
ties and sites. 


into -consideration the other 
complementary accommoda- 
tion projects such as esta- 
blishing restaurant, hostels 
and youth centres. 

— The lack of skilled labour in 
hole) management and cat- 
ering. 

— Alack of a comprehensive sur- 
vey In the number of human 
labour market and the number 
to be needed in the future. * 

Tourism and travel agencies 


tizens. The absence of any Arab travel 

and tourist organization to orga- 
— The refusal of officials to „| ze an( j market group tourism. 


honour Arab tourism cheques. 

— The difficulties tourists face 
in exchanging Arab currency 
as well as the rigid limitation 
put on tbe amount of money 
permitted to be carried out of 
an Arab country. 

— The heavy taxes and fees re- 
quired from tourists. 

— The complicated and tiresome 
searching that takes place at 
borders. 

— The wide range of taxable 
goods. 

— The short limit of time given 


New bus fares 

AMMAN (Star) — The Ministry 
of Transport has announced new 
fares for air-conditioned buses. 
The fares are as follows: Amman 
to Prince Mohammad Bridge — 
900 fils Zarqa to Prince Moham- 
mad Bridge — 1000 fils Zarqa to 
King Hussein Bridge — 800 fils. 


— The absence of skilled labour 
qualified to work for travel 
agencies. 

Air transport 

— The absence of charter flights 
as well as special flight prices 
for Arab tourists. 

— Co-ordination deficiency 
among Arab airlines and tour- 
ism affairs. 

Land transport 

— The absence of an Arab 
national highway network. 


— Tbe almost absent Arab parti- 
cipation in tourism exhibi- 
tions, occasions and festivals. 

Marketing 

— The deficiency In information 
sent to tourism markets on 
Arab tourism as well as the 
lack nf the needed finance for 
.marketing. 

— The failure on the part of the 
tourism and travel agencies In 
selling tickets. 


Planning 

— The absence of a unified and 
comprehensive tourism plan 
included In any country’s 
development plans. 

— The ahsence of tourism repre- 
sentatives on the states deci- 
sion makers' committees. 

Investment 

—The lack of legislative deci- 
sions concerning tourism In- 
vestment. 

— The lack of Incentives for in- 
vestors of the private sector. 


TURKISH AIRLINES 

Carry you 

to enjoyable summer tours 
on Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays 


ISTANBUL 


(fdraw99k'avm) 

pay In cash or JlnstalTients. 

Fomoro Intonation and reservations call: 

SKYWAYS TRAVEL & TOURISM 

jirdin Tnsu?ance Building. 3rd Circle tel. 21602 


■ ^ TURKISH AIRLINES 

Abdall opposite outside travel complex,- tel: 39575, 37075 


FOR SPEEDY SERVICE 
KEEP THIS PHONE No. AND 
CONTACT US 669428 

We shall respond to you Immediately and will pro- 
vide your houses, companies, Institutions with our 
speedy service. 

If you are In need of any of the following services, 
contact us; 

* Cleaning old and new buildings In the best manner 

* Cleaning and polfshlng the floor tiles In the best manner 

* Cleaning armchairs, carpets, office carpets, curtains by 

using the most recent cleaning materials, electric 
machines 

* Speical branch for maintaining, mending and fitting 
shutters 

* Painting old and new doors and windows 

* Special branch for maintaining, repairing and installing 

electricity 

* A branch for sticking wall-paper and carpet 

* Fitting all kinds of curtains and suspended ceilings 

* Special branch for carpentry and mending old and new 

wooden furniture 

* Special branch for plumbing and maintenance of cen- 
tral heating 

* Special branch for making and fitting all kinds of cur- 
tains 

* Special branch for asphalting flat and sloaping roofs 

* Maintaining and repairing wooden doors of buildings, 
. garages, stair-rall and welding them. • 

Radwan and Fuad Al Nsour Co. 
fbr maintenance & general services 
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RSS solar and wind power experimental projects 

West Germany grants 
DM 5 million for RSS 
solar energy research 


By Ibtlsam J. Dababneh 

Star Staff Writer 

AMMAN — A contract research 
agreement has been signed 
recently between Jordan and 
West Germany. The President of 
the National Planning Council 
Dr. Oinar Abdullah Dukhquan 
signed for Jordan while flic West 
German ambassador in Amman 
Dr Herman Munz signed for his 
country. 

Under the agreement. West 
Germany will gram the Royal 
Scientific Society (RSS) 5 mill- 
ion deulsche marks to help and 
develop its solar energy rese- 
arch. 

Dr Hani Elmulki, director or 
Solar Energy Research Centre at 
the RSS told The Star that Lite 
programme covers researches in 
three major areas. One in Hat 
plate collectors for domestic and 
industrial use, the other deals 
with testing and developing de- 
signs for windmills for water 
pumping through electrical 
power generation or by mechani- 


Real estate agents 
involved in big deal 


AMMAN (Star) — I nves ligations 
are proceeding into a big scandal 
involving a -real , estate deal in 
which the victim is a Jordanian 
expatriate. The estate in ques- 
tion is located in Tabarbbr and 
its value Is estimated at 
JD 80,000. A report in the 
Ad- Dus tour newspaper said that 
the swindlers five in number are 
all real estate agents one or 
Whom impersonated the land ow- 
ner and forged the proper identi- 
fication on the pages of tbe Cen- 
sus Bureau ID. He later autho- 
rised himself at the Nbtary Publ- 


Islamic Press Agency formed 
to present Muslim viewpoint 

It has 14 branches throughout the world 

By Kathy Kaklsh 1 ■■■ ■ - — 

Star Staff Writer . 

. - - . y \ ■ ^ b 

AMMAN — Mr. Mohammad ■ 

Sallahudin, co-owner and publi- 
sher of the London- based Isla- 
mic Press Agency (IPA) has ar- 

rived in Amman to seek new op- ; ' 

lions for the future expansion of 
the agency. 

The IPA established four years SSfeS- . 

ago is the brainchild of Mr. Sail- 

ahudin and Mohammad Wazir, ■ • ?»:' ' 

two Saudi citizens who fell it was i ^ 

lime the western world discarded ;$ ‘.Sjf 

the old prejudices and misunder- v 

standings about Arabs. Despite 

the fact that Ihe international ba- 

lance of power has changed dras- " , 

t teal lv. the way Muslims arc per- • - ^ 

ccivcd has not. W- \ ""7 . m*mii 







cal generation. Tbe third one in- 
volves research into photovoltaic 
systems Tor small scale electrical 
power generation which can be 
used for educational, television, 
telecommunication purposes and 
small power generation. 

Dr Elmulki pointed out that the 
research which began in January 
this year is being undertaken by 
the construction, operation and 
testing of pilot plants in the ac- 
tual location of relevant areas, 
lie said the researches not new 
to those previously conducted by 
the RSS, but still they offer a 
new dimension to the efforts of 
the RSS. The researches are ex- 
pected to be completed within 
three and half years. 

The outcome of these resear- 
ches would be in terms of de- 
signs. blue prints that could be 
used by local manufacturers for 
the production of solar and wind 
energy equipment. 

The RSS contribution to the 
researches arc its existing in- 
frastructure and staff currently 
working on the programme. 


ic-s office to sell the land, 
receive the price and sign the 
sale contract. 

The swindling operation was 
discovered by a 'witness who 
signed the sale contract by coin- 
cidence. The witness was blam- 
ing the real owner for perform- 
ing the sale through a stranger 
but not through him despite 
previous contacts between them 
in this respect. Commenting on 
the issue advocate 'Sam' an al- 
Qsus said the sale was void and 
has no value whatsoever. ; 



Speaking to The Star in an 
interview Mr Sallahudin said the 
IPA aims at putting on the inter- 
national arena a firsthand Mu- 
slim viewpoint vis-a-vis that of 
the West. ‘ * We thought that in- 
stead of communicating with the 
West through a third party — 
which is the Western mass me- 
dia that is quite unfair in its 
presentation of the Arab and Mu- 
slim world and thus pa- 
lys a role in furthering 
the misunderstanding be- 
tween Christians and Muslims 
— we would ourselves go to the 
West and speak with the grass- 
roots. tell them about ourselves 
and bridge the gap," Mr. Salla- 
hudin said. 

He said another objective be- 
hind the establishment of IPA 
was the desire to join the two re- 
ligions, Chrislianity and Islam, 
with the belief that the two have 
much in common, much to share 
and offer each other. 

IPA now publishes "Arabia", 
a monthly magazine that 
presents the Muslim world on 
various topics and Issues. The 
weekly "Islamic Science Maga- 
zine" and the monthly "Islamic 
World Medical Journal" are 
other publications. Other publi- 
cations which are envisaged are 

Agricultural 
company to 
sell shares 
in Jordan 

AMMAN (Star) — Jordan is the 
first country to give the Bahrain- 
based Arab Agricultural Invest- 
ment Company permission to of- 
fer public shares for sale, says 
Mr. Hamdl A1 Tabba chairman of 
the Federation ' of Jordanian 
' Chambers of Commerce on his 
return from the company's meet- 
ing in Jeddah last week- 

• Jordan will .be offered two per 
cent of the shares totalling SS 
million. Each share is worth 
$10, And some 50,000 shares' 
would be pul oil sale in Jordan. 

The Arab Agricultural Invest- 
ment Company was formed in 
October last year at a meeting of 
Arab . businessmen ip Casa- 
blanca, Morocco. It has a capital 
of one billion dollars. Eleven 
. Arab countries including Jordan 
. hold shares. ■ In the : company : 
whose objective, is u> " finahee ' 
agricultural' pTbrjects. It will also 
finance and invest in agricult- 
ural-related projects such <bs 
fishing and food processing. ' 


' 




Mohammad Sallahudin: 'It’s time to discard old prejudices 
and misunderstandings about Arabs* 


'Islamic Finance* , ' Al- Amwaf, 
and another monthly magazine. 

Mr. Sallahudin said that the 
agency has been accomplishing 
its mission. This is seen from 
the multi-national and multi- 
lingual staff working for the 
agency's 14 offices worldwide, 
and by the growing worldwide 
market for its publications. ' 1 We 
hope that in addition to its being 
a printed journalism and an 
audio-visual publishing agency. 


IPA will in the long run become 
an international news agency, '* 
Mr. Sallahudin said. 

Mr. Sallahudin began work as 
a journalist in Makkah in 1959 
as the managing editor for the 
‘ Nedwa Daily* . For 1 4 years he 
worked as managing editor of the 
‘Al Madina Daily’, until he esta- 
blished IPA. He also established 
the Saudi Publishing and Distri- 
bution House Mecca Advertising 
Agency. 


To boost the handicrafts industry 

Craftsmen Fund gives 
out more loans 

AMMAN — The Craftsmen Fund, established In 1975 has 
given out 1,353 loans totalling JD 3,482,080 In the past 
nine years. An official of the Industrial Development Bank 
told The Star. 

The Fund was set up to encourage the handicrafts Industry 
and other small scale Industries In Jordan. The IDB there*, 
fore offers financial aid to the various craftsmen In the 
form of loans with light Interest rates. It also provides tech- 
nical advice. 

According to the official sources of cash for the Craftsmen j 
Fund are the annual grant from the government, grants from 
the IDB, the Central Bank, grants from foreign loans to Jor- 
danian corporations and grants from Ihe Jordan Investment 
Bank. Interest on the loans is due three months after the 
loan Is given, while Ihe repayment of the loan itself begins 
after six months. 

The official noted that craftsmen face problems of market- 
lag their products because supply outruns demand. As a re- 
spit, the Incomes of the craftsmen decrease. Another prob- 
lem Is that most of the craftsmen cannot get the monies 
owned to them by people. Besides, lack of skilled labour af- 
fects the production and It takes a long lime to train un- 
skilled employees. 

On the other hand the fund on Its side, has the problemof 
. not getting the loans repaid la time by the craftsmen. The 
official said feasibility studies are being made Into some 
projects to see their viability. The IDB has also taken several 
measures with the aim of helping the Industrial sector- 
These measures include rescheduling of loans, extending 
loans for the settlement of suppliers credit, reduction oi 
Interest rate and commission on its loans. 

Another facility that the fund provided for the craftsmen 
Is Insurance on the craftsmea*s projects. 

} n order to promote the IDB services to small scale Indus- 
Wesand craftsmen In the northern and southern regions. 
'[.S opened offices Housing Bank’s branches at Ir* 

' hid and Karat. An official from the Fund meets craftsmen 
. on Sunday^ and Wednesdays and discuss with them their 
problems. ■ . 


Jordan asks FAO’ s aid to face drought | 

Livestock sector badly hit by dry winter ‘ 


By pam Dougherty 

Star Stan Writer 

...uaN- Agricultural authori- 
al in Jordan are describing the 
fifi4 winter drought as the 
S 's Trst since 1947 with 
L exception*^ low grain hurv- 
and a drastic shortage or am- 
£ fodder. The severe condi- 
m ^ve been caused not so 
much by low rainfall — this 
S'! is net the lowest since 
ft47 - but by the fact that the 
tjins were particularly late in 
wining- 

The wheal harvest now under- 
ny is expected to produce no 
cote than 10,000 tonnes com* 
ared with the average of the Iasi 
10 wars of 62. 000 tonnes. This 
[(presents an average loss to far- 
B fj of JD 5 million. ( only an 
i.erage figure can be given as 
iK harvest can vary widely from 
(topers 10,000 tonnes to the 
record 133,000 tonnes of 

HID. 

Effective drought management 
his been hampered by the ex- 
irtme risk aversion approach of 
firmer* in the rain- fed areas. 
Traditionally the farmers do not 
flint their crop until after the 
Tint winter rains as they are 
afraid to lose their seed in case 
ihe rain fails to come. 

By last December when it be- 
came clear that the winter rains 
wrelate, the Ministry of Agri- 
culture began advising farmers 
to plant as soon as possible so 
Hat when the rain did come they 
would be prepared, but they 
itccivedapoor response to their 
call. 

Those who did plant have ac- 
tulylud very poor returns but 
a least they will make a small 
Nil on their investment even 
if they only sell their crop for 
fodder. 

Mr Mousa Arnfch. deputy 
director general of the Jordan 
woperaliye Organization 

estimates that the gov- 
ernment will have to purchase a 
ffltnimtim of 100.000 tonnes or 
'neat from abroad in the coming 
>ear. 

Seed stock 

Mr Arafeh told The Star that 
; JCO itself is concentrating 
M ensuring an adequate seed 
for the coming year. It now 
contracts with 65 farmers 
h» iheir harvest which will be 
«ed to provide clean, certified 
kei 

Jh« second sector badly hit by 
w droiighi is livestock with vir- 
no feed available from lo- 
« sources. This year's barley 
is expected to yield no 
re than | to 3.5 thousand 


has left Jordan virtually no pas- 
tures. 

Earlier this year the govern- 
ment took measures to reduce 
the demand for fodder. It stop- 
ped the importation of live ani- 
mals for slaughtering and has 
been bringing in only chilled 
meat. Livestock owners were 
given permission to export ani- 
mals without the usual restric- 
tions on certain ages and types of 
animals. 

But since the beginning of May 
the government's emphasis has 
been on helping owners to main- 
tain Iheir number of animals at a 
reasonable level by providing 
them with barley and wheat bran 
at subsidised prices. 70,000 
tonnes of barley was imported so 
far and a further 15,000 tonnes 
per month will be required until 
al least the end of this year. The 
barley is sold at JD 55 per tonne 
and JOC Director Hassan Nabulsi 
estimates that the barley subsidy 
will cost JD 3 million this year. 

The wheat bran is sold to the 
livestock owners al-JD 35 per 
tonne and because it is cheaper 
than bnrley it is heavy demand. 
It usually comes mainly from lo- 
cal mills which provide 230 to 
250 tonnes per day out of a daily 
need of 500 tonnes. Supplies are 
also being bought front Iraq and 
Lebanon but they are expensive 
and difficult to obtain. Because 
of the shortfall a black market in 
bran has developed. 

Over the past week the Minis- 
try or Agriculture has been con- 
ducting a nationwide animal 
count. All livestock owners will 
be issued with n certificate of 
ownership which will be the ba- 
sis for their fodder allocation. 

The fodder is distributed by the 
JCO and Mousa Arafch believes 
there will still be a problem as 
approximately one third of Jor- 
dan's sheep breeders are not 
eligible for either JCO or Agri- 
cultural Credit Cwrp. loans. 


aid to farmers and livestock ow- 
ners under the World Food Pro- 
gramme. It is the first time that 
Jordan has asked for outside help 
because of drought. Dr Abdul 
Ghani El-Nahar. animal adviser 
to Ihe ministry told The Star. 

The area least affected by 
drought so far is the Jordan 
Valley. In early April there was 
some re-scheduling of water all- 
ocations but the late April rains 
provided enough for summer ir- 
rigation. If the winter rains 
come in good time, that is by 
early October, the valley should 
not have any problems in 
I 984-85 but another late season 
will also hurt there. 

Dr Suleiman Arabiyat, Associ- 
ate Professor in Agriculture at 
the University of Jordan, told 
The Star that he believes there 
arc several measures which 
should be taken both to deal 
more effectively with drought 
conditions and to develop Jor- 
dan’s rain fed agriculture and 
livestock sector generally. 

H e says the governme nt 
should take care to ensure that 
its meal imports do not lead to a 
decline in prices for locally- 
- produced meat. He suggested 
that people should perhaps be en- 
couraged to develop more of a 
taste for goat’s meat as goats 
cope more readily than sheep 
with .the drought conditions that 
will inevitably occur from time to 
time in Jordan. 

Subsidies 

Dr Arabiyat also believes that 
the government should also re- 
consider its current policies of 
subsidies for wheat, which cur- 
rently run at about JD 34 pef 
tonne. He says that surveys hav* 
shown that bread absorbs ap- 
proximately four per cent or the 
budget of the average family and 
he believes that ihe general pu- 
blic should be prepared to share 
the burden of the drought by ac- 
cepting a rise in the price of 


When they are forced to lake pri- brea( j. He disagrees strongly 
vatu loans, they falsify their W uh the idea of across the board 


stock numbers to obtain extra 
subsidised fodder which they 
then sell to private merchants. 

Mr Arafch estimates Jordan’s 
total livestock numbers at 1.3 
million but says the JCO can 
cope if the figure is not inflated 
by more than 25 per cent. 


subsidies which benefit rich ns 
well as poor consumers and be- 
lieves that ir the general public 
was aware of the high cost of 
subsidies and their negligible af- 
fect on the majority of the popu- 
lation. they would not object to 
price rises. 


2 to provide clean, certified UN support Dr Arabiyat* s final suggestion. 

1 In May a team from the United ^ ejv l c C a sympathetic response 
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Fund to establish iron foundry in Irbid 

Bv racing new indus- also investing in the new com- 
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force in encouraging new indus- 
trial development throughout the 
country. Once it examines pro- 
spects for a new project and de- 
cides it is feasible it or B a J , “ 8 
other groups into a company but 
doesn't necessarily take the ma- 
jor share. 

Raw material will be obtained 
from scrap and crude iron- 
which will be provided locally 
and from foreign sources. 

The World Bank has approved, 
in principal, to finance the 

project. Other investors are: The 
Arab Mining Co. contributing |25 
per cent of the capital: Arab Co. 
for Industry and " vest !T5 n ’ r 
Baahdad contributing 25 per 
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Armed Forces. Umverjtty o f 
Jordan, Yermouk Umversdy. 
and several Jordanian banks, are 


pany. 

The project is expected to cre- 
ate 4 50 new jobs for workers, 
most of whom will be Jorda- 
nians. 

The foundry's location was 
chosen near Yarmouk University 
in order to benefit from the univ- 
ersity's facilities and experts 
and in return the project will 
provide (raining opportunities 
for university students. 

The Pension Fund is also stu- 
dying at present a project for 
ready-made clothes tn co- 
operation with Jordanian Weav- 
ing Co. and Jordanian Ready- 
Made Clothes Co. to produce 
various types of cloth for men, 
ladies, and children. 

The fund receives allocations 
from its investment profits and 
money given to it by the govern-, 
ment from the Central Bank pro- 


economy 

Worst time ever 

By Maradouh EI-Ghaly 

THE MARKET is having its worst time ever at the lime that 
the index of prices continues its descent. Some economists 
attribute this consistent descent to world recession and re- 
gional wars in addition to the tension in the Middle East, but 
they consider it as a sign of health on grounds that previous 
prices were exaggerated because had (he rise continued it 
would have resulted in a collapse of the market. Economists 
think that current market prices are 1 4 appropriate " . and 
that companies whose shares are handled are correctly eva- 
luated. 

The currenL situation is expected to continue — "the de- 
scent" — for some time to come unless a basic or an exten- 
sive change occurs. 

Over 260.000 shares were handled during this week at a 
market value of about JD 950.000 divided among 600 con- 
tracts; an increase of 20 per cent compared to last week. 

The daily handling average came to JD 190.000 with a 
deviation or 66. 1 per cent or 13.2 of the total around this 
average, due lo two big deals involving Arab Bank shares. 

The shares of 59 companies were handled from which 8 
companies gained including: - The Universal Insurance clos- 
ing al JD 0.850 up from 0.800. The other shares that 
gained had only a very slight gain. 

Thirty nine companies lost including:* Jordanian Glass 
Factories al JD 0.680 down from JD 0.760; The Jordanian 
Financial Securities at JD 1.240 down from JD 1.350: The 
Jordan lime and Silicate Brick Manufacturing Company at JD 
0.520 down from JD 0.550; the General Mining Company 
al JD 1.220 down from JD 1.290 and Darco Investment and 
Housing Company al JD 1.000 down from JD 1 .040. 

The Star index al closing lime came to 276.680; a de- 
crease of three points compared to last week or a 1 per cent 
decrease. 

In the over-the-counter market, more than 95.000 
shares were handled at a market value of JD 60.000 

Trading in the regular market was distributed among the 
sectors according to the following percentages: 
g eclor Market Last week's 

share share 

Banks 74.7% 79.8% 

Industry 18.4% 11.5% 

Services 2.2% 2.4% 

Insurance 4.7% 6.3% 

Prominent firms whose shards were traded, by sector: 

Banks (out of Share Share 

16 traded) of sector of market 

1. ArabBank 7 1’2S 

2. National Bank , H,:.' 

3. Jordan Finance House o. 1 .‘.v 

Industrials (out of 28 traded) 

1. Intermediate Chemical 

Industries 24-2% 

2 . Jordan Pe troleum Re fi ncry J f • ■' •" r ■ * 

3. Arab Chemical Deterge ills 11.1% 1.3* 

4. National Steel Ind. 8.8% 1.2 ^ 

Services (out of 6 traded) 

1 . Jordan Electric Power 36.5% 4 0.8% 

2. Arab International Hotels Co 23.7% 

Insurance (out of 9 traded) 

1 . Arab Insurance 51 % 2.2% 

2. Jordan Insurance J i ■ ■ i.*t o 


The weekly record 


Share 

Share 

of sector 

of mnrket 

74.9 % 

48.5% 

6.6% 

4 . J % 

6. 1 % 

3 . 9 'V, 

24.2% 

3.2% 

17.3 % 

2.3% 

11.1 % 

1 . 5 'V* 

8.8% 

1.2% 

36.5% 4 

0.8% 

23.7% 

n.5% 

5 l % 

2.2% 

31.1 % 

1.4% 



A. Companies showing an increase in stock prices 

B. Companies with a price decrease 

C. The mead record figure ■ 
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New opportunities 


• NEW ASPHALT layer for the Jwaidn-Mwaqq&r-Azraq high- 
way. Details available from the Ministry of Public Works 
□poo payment of JD 175. Closing date 28 Jane. 

• PROVISION AND installation of a microwave communica- 
tion system. Details available from the Special Communica- 
tions Commission, Head of Supply Section, POB 19207. Am- 
man, upon payment of JD 100. Closing dale 16 Jnly. 

• SUPPLY OF 25,000 tonnes of barley fodder. Details avail- 
able from the Jordan Co-operative Organization upon 
payment of JD 50. Closing date 27 Jane. 

• CONSTRUCriON OF offices at Alp Ghazal: details avail- 
able from the Water Authority upon payment of JD 20. Clos- 
ing date 10 July. 

• FENCING WORKS in Amman: details available from the 
Water Authority upon payment of JD 10. Closing dale 10 
July. 

• CONSTRUCTION OF four ground floor classrooms: details 
available from Salt municipality upon payment of JD 10. 
Closing dale 27 Juno. 

■ SUPPLY OF Items for the Central Tenders Committee of the 
Department of General Supplies: supplies for the bone sec- 
tion, details available upon payment of JD 10, closing date 
25 Jnly. Metal furniture, documents JD 10, closing date 25 
June. Tents, documents JD 5, closing date 16 July. Hospital 
supplies, documents JD 10, closing date I August. 


NOTICE 


Jordan - Syria- Saudi Arabia 
Jornt Tender No. TCC 7/84 and TCC 1/84 
For microwave system and coaxial system 


1 . The last date for submission of offers for microwave 
systems remains the same as announced i.e. 24th 
July, 1984. . 

2. The Answers to questionalre. 

From those who bought the tender documents and 
did not attend the meeting on 12th and 13th June, 
1984 could collect thS same from secretary Tender 
Committee Telecommunication Corporation. 


3. Please note that the bid-bond for Saudi Arabia is 5% 
■ (not 1%). 


.4. The last date for submission of tender for coaxial 
system Is extended to 26th August, 1984. 


Eng. Moh'd Shahid Ismail 
Director General 


New investment 
prospects in the 

land of the Pharaohs 


Robert Poaliot 

Star Economy Analyst 

IT MAY be a 10-year task but 
the momentum is fast building 
up .to revive Egypt's old Cairo 
bourse or slock exchange which, 
only a century ago, ranked 
amongst the world's greatest 
stock exchanges alongside Lon- 
don, New York and Paris. 

The recent decision to set up 
the Egyptian Investment Finance 
Company (EIFC), along the lines 
of the Arab Company for Trading 
Securities in Kuwait, is a land- 
mark to create an essential sec- 
ondary market for the country's 
growing slock exchange activi- 
ties with an authorised capital of 
£E 100 million. 

Over 155 companies are now 
listed on the Cairo stock ex- 
change with a combined autho- 
rised capital of .£E 860 million 
($717 million). The current rate 
of registration has reached about 
30 to 40 new companies a year. 
This makes the Egyptian bourse 
one of the most active in the 
Middle East. Yet, there are very 
few brokers in the country and 
the Middle class savers have 
hardly been tapped yet. Most of 
(he transactions are carried out 
by very big individual investors 
and large institutions such as 
commercial banks. The eight 
-founding shareholders of the 
newly created EIFC for example 
are the most active institutions 
already engaged in security deal- 
ings. 

The group includes the 
National Bank or Egypt (with 
assets exceeding £E5 billion), 
Banque du Caire (nearly £E 3 
billion). Bank of Alexandria l£E 
2.2 billion), Misr Iran Develop- 
ment Bank ( E E 3 1 9 million) , the 
vJoint Arab Investment Corp. (£E 
.36 million) and Delta Inter- 
national Bank. Together, those 
banks manage assets exceeding 
$1 1 billion and investments of 
over $600 million in gover nme nt 
bonds and public share compa- 
nies. 

They are therefore extremely 
well positioned and eager to pro- 
vide a secondary market through 
which investors will be able to 
buy and sell shares already iss- 
ued on the primary market. For 
its part, the International Fin- 
ance Corp. also plans to take up 
10 per cent of EIFCs equity 
while one or several technical 
partners might buy another 10 
per cent. Discussions with 
potential technical partners were 
conducted with Chemical Bank of 
New York, the Merrill Lynch 
International Group as well as 
with a number of Japanese se- 
curity firms. In addition, Misr 
Insurance Company, managing 
very long term assets, has joined 
the founding investors. The Un- 
ited States Agency for Inter- 
national Development (USAID) 


How to lobe by saving with Egyptian banks 


fjypes.of deposits 1979 1980 


7 -day: deposit 
After inflation 
Savings deposits 
After inflation 
5-year deposit 
After inflation 
Investment certificates 
After inflation . 


4.5 
-40.0 
8,Q 
rl 6 . 5 
10.5 
-14.0 
i o.o 

-14.5 


1981 1982 1983 

; _ i 1 ; 

(All yields a™ in percentage terms) 


5.0 
-•11,0 
8.S j 
••-7 ;s 
11.5 . 
-4.5 
12.0 , 
' : .H4'.0"i: 


5.0 
-14.6 
10.0 
■4.6 . 
13.0 
- 6.6 
13.2V 
-6.35 


has also provided grant funds to 
train the staff of the company. 

At the origin of the Egyptian 
Investment Finance Company is 
Fouad Sultan, chairman of the 
Misr Iran Development Bank 
which has been one of the most 
innovative institutions in Egypt 
over the last three years. 
Created as a joint - venture in 
1975 by Bank of Alexandria 
(37.5 per cent) and Misr Insu- 
rance Co. (Also 37.5 per cent) 
on the Egyptian side and Bank 
Melli Iran (12.5 per cent) and 
the Industrial and Mining Deve- 
lopment Bank (12.5 per cent) on 
the Iranian side, Misr Iran has 
been at the forefront of hardcore 
investments in Egypt and is just 
about to go into leasing activi- 
ties. 

Venture capital 

A second key- vehicle is about 
to be created which would deal 
essentially in venture capital. 
However, investors from Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait would also be 
called in to provide part of the 
£E 1 00 million of authorised ca- 
pital. The role of this 'company 
would be to help in funding 
less-bankable new ventures, 
bring them to the stage of profi- 
tability and then gradually divest 
itself on the secondary market to 
move into new concerns. The po- 
licy of the company is not clearly 
known yet, especially since 
"venture capital” remains ex- 
tremely hard to define in Egypt. 
Indeed, nearly anything could be 
designated as * ' venture capital' ’ 

' in the land of the Pharaohs un- 
less specific high-value added 
sectors sucb as electronics and 
chemicals are included. 

Over the 1981-83 period, dur- 
ing which some $1.3 billion 
worth of foreign investments 
were recorded, over two thirds 
of the private capital went into 
traditional sectors such as fin- 
ance (30 per cent), building 
materials and tourism (23 per 
cent), textiles (6 per cent) and 
agriculture ( 5 per cent) . The one 
interesting feature though is that 
the share of new Arab capital 
flowing from the GulT as well as 
from Lebanon, is catching on 
Fast by contrast to Western com- 
mitments. 

Yet, tremendous efforts still 
need to be made in tr aining brok- 
ers, financial analysts, portfolio 
managers as well as to standar- 
dize the information disclose po- 
licies (especially in prospectuses 
when a company first issues its 
share publicly) , setting up clear 
new accounting and auditing 
guidelines (the accounting world 
of Egypt is a great mess and 
everybody admits it) and in 
creating greater financial aware- 
ness through the media. 

Egypt's capital markets au- 
thority. established in 1976, 
must find new ways to mobilize 
mass savings which, now escape 
the most traditional financial cir- 
cuit: the hanks. 

ISfcarp edge of Inflation 

No wonder why. Aside from 
the fact that hoarding Is wide- 
spread in Egypt (nearly a third of 
domestic liquidity), yields on- 
bank: deposits h£ve been mostly 
negative since 197? as a result 
;of very, high' Inflation rates (see 
.accompanying table) . And des- 



Stocking up a heap of troubles 


{Source: Central Bank of Egypt. Price Index used for inflation are only for lle^wWa r~fsliflsa" 
the rural population, Inflation was even steeper. , 


bank depositors. A 5-year depo- 
slt last ypar triggered, an ex- 
peCted loss of 6:6 per cent per 


annum under the current info 
tion rate. For savings account* 
the loss was even higher (9 6 
per cent) and reached I4.fi per 
cent for a 7 -day deposit. 

Not surprisingly, the hoarding 
phenomenon, instead of retreat- 
ing thanks to enhanced invest- 
ment prospects, actually wor- 
sened last year. Money in circu- 
lation outside the banking sys- 
tem grew by 28.4 per cent, out- 
pacing the increase of all kinds 
of bank deposits. 

Under such a climate, espe- 
cially when food and beverage 
prices shoot up by 22 per cent a 
year on a compounded basis, it is 
much more attractive for mer- 
chants and grocers to invest 
their cash in inventories. Real 
estate is another important mag- 
net for capital ilight in times of 
fast growing prices. ' 

For the ordinary saver, it is 
thus not easy to find some bene- 
fits in investing in company 
stocks and bonds. The combina- 
tion of capital gain and dividend, 
which is the backbone of anv 
strong market, remains difficult 
to understand for the man in the 
street. Sure enough, the average 
market value per share doubled 
for Egyptian pound denominated 
securities on the Cairo slock ex- 
change between .1981-83. But 
significantly enough, the market 
value nearly tripled for US dollar 
securities during the same per- 
iod, jumping from S9.1 to 
$25.4 per share. Since lunation 
was eroding the pound against 
the mighty dollar on the free 
market, investors were much 
better using the American cur- 
rency. 

Yet, dividends remained low. 
In spite of the new tax incentives 
introduced in 1981 exempting 
dividend income up to LE 3, QUO, 
tax still remains on dividends u- 
gher than 1 1 per cent of tw 
shares' nominal value. More- 
over, bank deposits, though 
yielding a negative income alWj 
inflation, as well as government 
bonds are still tax free at nomi- 
nal rates of up to 1 3.5 per ««}■ 
So, why indeed invest in shares! 

What the capital markets au- 
thority has to do to really laua® 

the Cairo stock exchange on so- 
lid grounds is to offer more 
incentives and stimulate tw 
creation of unit trust funds 
orating efficiently as quasi*” 1 ® 
institutions to free savers an 
vestors from the time consuming 
task of having to ' cI } 0 ®* Lhj. 
stocks and make decisions w 
little information available. 

To avoid double tawtg j 
both corporate and indivi 
levels from the same MUJJJ j, 
corporate profits, 
should in fact be free of 
even provide a tax predit lo 
investors since, unlike ban* 
positors, they are reaayfssu 
ing higher risks. Capital 
realised on publicly traded #® 
pany shares should S 
tion altogether. But the sj® 
would remain incomplete in 
weren't other means of JMW. 
re- inforce ment. And that cowj 
be achieved through the 
of 5 or 6 national unit trust po^ 
allowing very small 
take part in the action under ■ t 
— of professional 


force spread throughout 
country in an anU* nos 
’drive. ' • ■ 


The cost of propping up the Tin Council 
becomes increasingly heavy as substitutes 
make inroads on the international market. 


By Robin Stainer 

«i£ INTERNATIONAL. Tin 

Sffll ii P lying the price r..r 
attempt lo corner i he London 
-ukei l wo years ago. 1 he ad- 
jure, believed lo have been 
uj by Malaysia, set off a boom 
l prices and led to a massive 
Jkpiie which, at its peak, wus 
Mca | [o half the annual global 
mJudion. Now the council's 
fisiaces are being stretched lo 
timil as the buffer slock 
onager tries lo keep the price 
tore the ITC minimum of 
112.70 a kilo. 

But the ITC can do little to stop 
sporting members such as UK 
ad Canada from persisting with 
dfaosion plans. Other non- 
afflber producers are unlikely 
lotted calls for restraint. 

11C members — Malaysia, In- 
tostsia, Thailand. Australia, 
Nigeria and Zaire — are having 
unit exports by 40 per cent and 
contribute millions of dollars to 
Gums buffer stock purchases. 

to they have precious little lo 
*>w for the sacrifices. Their in- 
falries are contracting, throw- 
ing thousands of miners out of 
work, yet the price of tin re- 
gains resolutely depressed, 
vhile other base metals soar 
ikead. In real terms, the price of 
tin is declining all the time. 

A l its March meeting in Lon- 
don, Malaysia’s Primary Indus- 
tries Minister Paul Leong. said 
tin ITC was in the "midst of a 
nilical period". But, in appor- 
tioning blame, he said nothing 
don one or the root causes of 
to current problem of over- 
supply — the attempt lo corner 
i!» London market. 


l’he ITC's job hus not been 
cosy. The US goes m selling 
from its strategic stockpile, al- 
though it is restricting the vo- 
lume released under an informal 
agreement with Malaysia, In- 
donesia, and Thailand last year. 

Smuggling has undermined ex- 
port controls. Singapore, identi- 
fied by the ITC as (he centre for 
the trade in smuggled ore. has 
rejected all appeals made by 
other Southeast Asian coun- 
tries Lo stop its smeller from im- 
porting smuggled ore. 

Malaysia the world's biggest 
producer and ITCs main finan- 
cial contributor, is concerned 
about growing production in non- 
member countries. Brazil, 
which has huge reserves, but 
was a negligible producer barely 
ten years ago, is breaking pro- 
duction records now. Output last 
year was up 60 per cent, at 
13.000 tonnes could reach more 
than 15.000 tonnes according to 
some estimates. Brazil, desper- 
ately in need of foreign ex- 
change. has shown little interest 
in joining the ITC — an under- 
standable position for a country 
with an expanding industry. 

The cost of membership, as 
much as quibbles over the mech- 
anics or the new tin pact which 
came into force in 1982. ex- 
plains why Bolivia dropped out 
that year. Production last year in 
Bolivia, a founder member of the 
ITC in 1956. was about 26.000 
tonnes. According to Leong, had 
Bolivia been subjected Lo ITC 
restrictions, it would have mined 
little more than 20.000 tonnes. 
This year, if the dominant state 
mining corporation’s target's are 


met. production could be up by 
several thousand tonnes. 

Peru is reliably reported to 
have doubled production last 
year to about 1.000 tonnes. 
China also probably boosted out- 
put slightly to 36.000 tonnes, 
while in the past few months, 
Burma has revealed expansion 
plans. Unlike most of the others. 
Chi na' s expandi ng i ndustry 

means it is only a marginal ex- 
porter. 

The UK with output of about 
5.000 tonnes, now produces 
more than Zaire and Nigeria 
together, but still has Lo import 
about half its needs. Canada 
plans lo raise output from about 
200 tonnes annually lo around 
5.000 tonnes by the end or i 985 
■— probably enough lo turn the 
country into a net exporter. Mal- 
aysia has called on London and 
Ottawa to restrain production. 

Perhaps most important as far 
as the long-term health of the tin 
market is concerned, Kuala 
Lumpur has committed itself to 
finding new markets for tin and 
reversing the declining off take 
in others. This will be the prim- 
ary role of the Association or Tin 
Producing Countries. 

The tin market is in the throes 
of structural and cyclical decline 
in demand. World consumption 
last year, at just over 158,000 
tonnes, was the lowest for about 
25 years. The amount of metal 
used in tinplate, by far the big- 
gest outlet, was at a post-war 
low. Substitutes like aluminium 
and plastics, in which there has 
been far more research and in- 
vestment. have encroached on 
tin's share of the packaging in- 
dustry. New technologies have 
reduced the amount of Lin 
needed in making tinplate. 

South Syndication Service 


Minerals drive faces US veto 


By William Pike 

Third World copper producers are likely Lo suffer in 
{he fulure because the United Slates intends to reduce 
imports of copper and to campaign against multilateral 
lending to copper companies. 


5 AGGRESSIVE mood of US 
™ionisrn has now spread in 
copper industry. Copper 
r^pames have persuaded the 
y administration lo con- 
«« reduemg copper quotas and 
■yio prevent lending for cop- 
by multilateral 

a com mitlee of the 
S Representatives in Fe- 
Mld Irewur > Secretary Do- 
.«egan said the US had 
tigjyd a loan for a 
» 0 j B u u M P per project and would 

j'CrSr y o 0ppOse a Wor,d Bank 
k 8 “PPer project in Zam- 
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! Hi Vf lw>na - where there 
\ Winer* ’ 0 HL“ nem P 1 O)red copper 
^Prodiini. • 11 031,0115 are a 
«JSS ;«P° rt «. we are 
Wantit iiiilS °A hat 1)01 we don't 
^ saiV mped,nour country.” 
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The US position could still ad- 
versely affect World Bank lend- 
ing to the copper sector. "The 
World Bank is run in such a way 
lha‘1 projects arc only brought lo 
the board when they know they 
are going to get a consensus, 
said one senior official. 

The US also opposed a $268- 
million loan form the Inter- 
American Development Bank to 
the Corporation Nacional del Co- 
bre de Chile in November. The 
loan was made at near- commer- 
cial rates and was part ol a 
$6 70- million project to increase 
production at two existing 
mines. The US only has a veto 
on the IDB's soft loans. ‘ Even 
with depressed w°rid pnew, 
copper plays a vital role for Chile 
in overcoming its balance of 
payments problems and reviving 
economic activity- Those consid- 
erations loom large m the JDB s 
perception.” said one IDB offi- 
cial. 

Similarly,, the World Bank 
feels that US criticism of the 
Zambia loan is misplaced. B wiU 
not lead to the opening or new 
mines. Total World Bank lending 

for copper projects woridwde 

was $255- million before the 
Zambia loan. 

There is a reeling in the World 
Bank that the US is Undermin dg 
its own influence by takmglpo 
extreme a position. _ Became 
they have made tbetr. P^ 0 " 

clear and they ***> already locked 

ip, they lose thdir negotiating 


position and their leverage. They 
make fools of themselves, an 
official said. 

But the US Treasury remains 
very critical of what it thinks is 
the subsiding of over- capacity in 
the copper industry. “It is not 
wise lo pul scarce development 
capital inio developing over- 
capacity,” one official argued.. 
■•The World Bank looks at it 
from a project point of view. 
We're looking at it on a macro 
basis and we have grave reserva- 
tions about pursuing mineral 
developments." said one offi- 
cial. 

The II US companies which 
lobbied the World Bank and the 
IDB over the Chile and Zambia 
loans have now asked the Inter- 
national Trade Commission, a 
US government arm, to negotiate 
a reduction in imports of Chilean 
copper. 

The ITC will not decide until 
June on the petition sponsored 
by Phelps Dodge, Asarco. Ken- 
necott and others. The compa- 
nies want quota rather than ta- 
riff protection and argue that 
foreign imports afe damaging 
domestic industry. The lTC deci- 
sion need not be final. In 1 978 it 
recommended a reduction in 
Chilean copper imports but was 
overruled by President Carter. 

Chile and Cipec. the copper 
producers' cartel, have argued 
that imports are not causing 
problems because they are subsi- 
dised but because they are more 

producers. 
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JORDAN 

ELECTRICITY 

AUTHORITY 
NOTICE FOR 
ISSUE OF 

TENDER NO. 48/83 


Jordan Transmission 
Development-Stage V North 
Switchgear, Ancillary Equipment 
And Civil Works 

For Fuheis 132/6 KV S/S Extension 


The Jordan Electricity Authority Intends to extend the 
existing J. E. A 132/6 KV substation at Fuheis in or- 
der to provide reinforcement to the electrical power 
supplies to the Fuheis works of the Jordan Cement Fac- 
tories Co. Ltd. 

For this, the Authority announces the availability of 
the following Tender Document belonging to the 132 
KV Transmission Development Project North Jordan 
stage V as from Wednesday 20/6/1984. 

--Tender No. 48/83: 

Includes the design, manufacture, Inspecting and 
testing, packing for export, Insurance, delivery to 
site, erection, setting to work and maintenance for a 
period of twelve calendar months of the following 
plant: 

— Establishment of a new 132 KV substation, ad- 
jacent to an existing 132/6 KV substation, com- 
prising 7 bays Indoor SF6 metal clad 132 KV 
switchboard, and all ancillary equipment. Also 
modification of the existing circuits. 

— Civil works, and services for the building. 

The Authority Invites the manufacturers and the 
qualified Tenderers to bid for the above mentioued ten- 
der, and Tenderers will be required to provide evidence 
of substantial experience in work of a similar nature 
which they have performed in this field. 

Tenderers who are interested In this Tender can ob- 
tain documents of the Tender from the Tender section 
at the Jordan Electricity Authority Building- Jabal 
Amman between sixth and seven Circle, or from the 
following address: 


Preece Cardew & Rider 
Consulting Engineer 
Prudential House 
North Street 
Brighton 

Sussex BN1, 1RW 
England 


At a non refundable amount of JD 3 25 In Amman or 
£240 in UK for Tender Documents which consist of 
three copies of volume 1 and one copy of volnme 2, 
together with a set of tender drawings. 

The last date of submission of Tenders to the Jordan 
Electricity Authority offices- Jabal Amman Is at 9.00 
on Monday 27.8. 1984 and submitted to the secretary 
of the Tenders committee. 

All offers should include a bid bond of 2 % of Tender 
price In favour of Jordan Electricity Authority. Any 
offer does not include this bond or received after clos- 
ing date shall not be considered. 

..The Jordan Electricity Authority dues not bind Itself 
to accept the lowest or any tender, nor will it be re- 
sponsible for- any costs Incurred by tenderers In pre- 
paring their tenders! 
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West will only act in the Gulf as a last resort 


By Patrick Seale 

LONDON (ONSJ — Britain, the United 
Stales and Prance have reached an 
agreement to take military action in the 
Gulf on condition that military force will 
be clearly seen to be a last option after the 
exhaustion of diplomatic efforts; any ac- 
tion be joint; that it be in response to a 
call for help from the region. 

The tanker aircraft which the United 
Slates has recently moved to Saudi air- 
bases are part of the planning for a poss- 
ible Gulf intervention. Their role is not, 
as generally thought, to keep Suudi Ara- 
bia's F- 1 5s longer in (he air — their likely 
missions are too short to need such a 
boost — hut to refuel US aircraft heading 
into tnc GulF from carriers in the Indian 
Ocean. 

The three Western govern me nts con- 
template armed action in the Gulf with the 
greatest reluctance and their agreement 
. was delayed by mutual suspicions. The 
British and French feared the motive be- 
hind American contingency planning was 
revenge against Iran for the 1979-81 
hostage crisis and the slaughter of the 
Marines in Beirut last year. For its part, 
(he US feared Europe was leaving Wash- 
ington to shoulder alone the disagreeable 
burden of the Gulf crisis. 
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US aircraft carrier — awaits Impatiently for a green signal 


These suspicions have now been dis- 
pelled. Officials express the hope that any 
emergency can be dealt with by supplying 
military hardware and technical support 
— but not ground troops — as the US is 
already doing for Saudi Arabia. If Britain 
■received a call for more direct help, Mrs 
Thatcher would not easily be able to re- 
fuse it. 


Britain has treaty relations of varying 
degrees of warmth and scope with several 
of the countries which feel under threat 
— Bahrain, Qatar, the United Arab Emi- 
rates and Oman. The Gulf stales find 
themselves propelled into the front line of 
the Iraq- Iran war by the downing last 
week of an Iranian warplane by Saudi fig- 
hters. 


They live in daily expectation of an Ira 
man riposte. Iran has threatened ■ straw 
action if they continue to support Iraq u 
confronting the Iranian challenge ih! 
Arab slates of the Gulf are determined for 
the moment at least to rely on selT- help — 
with more or less discreet Western 
hack- up. Last week the defence, oil and 
foreign ministers of the six states of the 
Gulf Co-operation Council (GCCi met in 
the Saudi summer capital. Taif. to gear lb 
their defences. v 

In the event of an internal emergency 
they might, before calling in the Western 
powers, turn for help to Jordan. In the 
last few days. His Majesty King Hussein 
has paid flying visits to Kuwait and Bah- 
rain. the two most likely candidates for 
Iranian- inspired disturbances. He is 
understood to have offered these govern- 
ments the protection of Jordanian special 
forces, well-lraincd for counter-insurgen- 
cy. 

What is being put in place in the Gulf- 
lots of immediate Western hardware, 
commitment to last resort intervention! 
promises of help from Jordan, and poss- 
ibly from Egypt and Pakistan — consti- 
tutes a pretty formidable deterrent pack- 
age against the Ayatollah. 


Why Kuwait is looking lonely Liklld to gO ahead with 

KUWAIT (Agencies) — An emphatic to hit plump targets In the Gulf in ret- C ft f 1" 1 ft XW ft "t* Q if T* ft — ft 1 ft ft t P H 
denial of a request for American aid aliation for Iraal attacks on Its oil ex- W vlV lilv XX t U XX X W lv V 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — An emphatic 
denial of a request for American aid 
has underlined Kuwait's repeated insis- 
tence that it will not Invite the super- 
powers In to defend Itself in the Gulf 
conflict. 


As the only Gulf state with relations 
with the USSR, Kuwait has frequently 
stressed Its non-alignment. Its rela- 
tions with Washington are strained: 
There has been no US Ambassador here 
since the Kuwaitis refused the appoint- 
ment of one of the State Department* 4 , 
leading Arabists because he had been \ 
Consul General in Jerusalem. But since 
the Saudis shot down two Iranian jets 
two weeks ago, Kuwait's position Is 
looking Increasingly lonely. 

“We had doubts about the Saudis* 
will or capacity to defend themselves, 1 * 
says one senior diplomat In the area, 
who thinks Iran will now find It harder 


to hit plump targets In the Gulf in ret- 
aliation for Iraqi attacks on Its oil ex- 
ports. 

For Kuwait, this could be dangerous. 
“The Iranians are getting boxed In. 
Iraq can now almost attack shipping 
with Impunity. And if Iran wants to 
retaliate against Iraq’s Arab financial 
backers, attention shifts to Kuwait, 
’as a softer option, ’ 1 ’ says the source. 

Meanwhile, ships coming to Kuwait 
have reported an unusual level of naval 
activity lu the Straits of Hormuz. One 
Japanese freighter was said by Ja- 
panese. sources here to have been over- 
flown by two US Jets and given an em- 
ergency frequency for use In case of 
emergency. 

A Kuwaiti tanker captain reported 
US, French and British naval activity 
off Ran Tanura, although British diplo- 
mats here say no British vessels are 
currently In the Gulf. 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Election campaign in 
Israel got under way last week with Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir stressing occu- 
pied West Bank settlements as the key 
issue and the opposition Labour Parly em- 
phasizing the economy. 

Labour forced early elections in March 
after a small coalition partner in the Likud 
bloc defected. But the campaign has been 
relatively low key until this week, when 
the pace of public speeches and rallies be- 
gan to pick up. 


Britain deports death squads 


By Shyam Bhatla 

LONDON — A senior Iranian officer, who 
has applied for political asylum in Britain, 
may have provided information that led to 
the deportation of Middle East terrorists. 
"He is Colonel Vahab Zadegan, former 
head of the Iranian embassy's navy sec- 
tion in London. 


The Home office has confirmed that 1 
four men deported two week's ago, had 
earlier- been arrested under the Prevention 
of Terrorism Act. They we re-members of 
a. death squad sent to London to eliminate 
opponents .of Ayatollah Khomeini. 

• Ali Ghorbanl Far, an Iranian national' 
and Abdel Majed Chraibi, a Moroccan wi- 
th French identity papers, were deported 
to France. Abdel Liad Djaffar and Hdfid 
Regradj, both Algerians, were deported to 
Algeria.. ' 



The British police were tipped off about 
the gang's arrival and the, evidence points 
to Colonel Zadegan who contacted the BrU 
,‘tlsh authorities last February with a view 
to defecting. 

Iranian dissidents in London say Col- 
onel Zadegan is the third Iranian officer 
in recent months to seek 'asylum in Bri- 
tain.' But a spokesman for the Home of- 
fice could not confirm that the two- other 
officers, also colonels, had applied for 
apd been given permission to stay in ihe 
country. ; / ' 

'Colonel Zadegan, aged 40, is a former 
commander of the Iranian naval base at 


d off about 
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Jask. He has been in Britain for four 
years and last February, sickened by the 
continuing atrocities of the Kohmeini re- 
gime, he decided against going back to his 
own country. 

Although he made contact with the 
Horae office in London last February,, he 
continued going to his office in Victoria 
Street until three weeks ago in order to 
monitor Iran's purchases of military 
equipment abroad. 

Ke also collected detailed information 
about the working of Iran's embassies in 
Europe. 

In a statement issued through friends. 
Colonel Zadegan said, “lama nationalist 
and although I think the country needs 
our help, there is a time when you cannot 
safeguard your country by sacrificing 
yourself. It is better to stay alive and 
follow your duty. ” 

Earlier this month police raided a house 
In Fulham, London, as they searched for 
the four terrorists who had gone under- 
ground soon after their arrival in Britain 
at the end of April. 

The Home office has refused to reveal 
details or the police operation or the in- 
tended objectives of the four member, 
gang. Investigations , disclose however 
that the four deported men .were in- 
structed to kill anti-Khomeini activists in 
London and blow up offices of Ir^nigh op- ; 
pqsitioii parties* including the Mujahidin 
and the. National Iranian Movement; 
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Shimon Peres — planning to use the 
occupied territories us ■ bargaining chip 

Shamir's government appeared on the 
defensive as the Histradrul Trade Union 
Federation allied with the Labour Party 
launched a series of strikes, slowdowns 
; fl nd Job actions involving more than 
200, UOO workers. 

The m'ost dramatic of the strikes was a 
three- day blackout of Israel's state owned 
television . and four stale radio stations 
that began Saturday. Broadcast journalists 
sought wage parity with colleagues on pri- 
vately owned Israeli newspapers. 

; The unions demanded a 22 per cent 
wage, hike in basic pay to compensate for 
erosibn of their salaries by the estimated 
:400 per cent a year inflation. The govern- 
iment offered 1 2 to 14 per cent. The 15 
separate job actions arid an announcement 
of 14.3 per cent inflation for May, a re- 
cord high for the month, was an embar- 
rassment for Shamir’s government. ' | 

; In a debate ion ishjel television last 
,wepk.. .Finance: Minister Ylgal COhen- 
lOrgad and Histradrut Chief Ylsrael Kesari 
traded heated accusations over who was 


(Observer News ;^rVt^ a i l {^j^ ble • f ? ' the f abour . 


C-ohen- Or gad accused the Labour Party 1 
headed by Shimon Peres of incitement in : 
stirring up union unrest and blamed the j 
l . 5 million member Trade Union Federa- \ 
tion of failing to accept the government's ; 
wage offers. < 

Kesar complained that real wages had 
been eroded by 25 per cent in recent 
months and said ' * it was unrealistic to 
make any kind of package deal with the 
government.” On the campaign trail. . 
Shamir visited two settlements in the oc- 
cupied West Bank and told an election 
rally, * * we shall tell every voter that it ii ' 
in his hands to decide the fate of the land 
of Israel.” 

It is one of the few issues on which 
there are clear ideological differences be- 
tween the two parties, and the nation ap- 
pears almost evenly divided oil the ques- 
tion. Labour is willing to use some of the 
land captured from Jordan in 1967 as a 
bargaining chip in peace negotiations with 
the Arabs. Likud does not want to yield ' 
the territory and is committed to making 
settlement of Jews irreversible in the oc- ■ 
cupled West Bank, Golan Heights and | 
Gaza Strip. j 

Polls by the Dahaf organization haw , 

given Labour 52-40 seats in the 20 -seai . 
Knesset. However, political analysts say i 
the 2.5 million electorate remains wj ■: 
tile, with about 300,000 voters .estimates . 
to be undecided. Much could also depe 
on the drawing power of two- dozen snu 
parties who may hold the balance 
power. 

• Concerning the occupied Vert Bank 
Yuval Neeman, a cabinet minister 
heads the government's settle/nent 
mittee, said “since coming to po«® 
1977, Likud had spent about $600 Mg™ 
ion on more than 1 00 settlements 
30,000 Jews now live. Since the country 
is split closely on the issue. J* ^ 
conceded that “the settlement 
very risky for Shamir. But if UJJJJ 
the balloting, he said. “I am ////nl'W 
that within two years the process to 
tleirtent) will be irreversible. 

Gad Yaacobi, who is slated to be 
minister if Labour comes to power, 
news conference that Labour would ® 
the estimated $200 million a year n° 
spent for settlements to develop town 
side Israel, 'which Labour cialms . 
bqen neglected. Yaacobi pledged tnai 
our ' would develop settlements oni 
areas where there Were mo largp coney 

trations of Arabs, who total I -3 iwjjj jD 
the occupied West Bank and Gaza at r 

. “ We Would like to see savings in 
non and the. (occupied) terrJtorie . 

. $500 million a year.” Yaacobi said, 
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A cut off of Gulf oil could effect a hike in oil prices 


WASHINGTON ( Star) — As fighting pers- 
S he Persian Gulf., the United Slates 
! rioortedly encouraging the pipe line 
*2£w would reduce Western oil viil- V 
Siiy and perhaps help bring an end 
S the Iran-lraq war. 

The project is the building of an oil ^ 
from Iraq through Jordan to He Mm 
5 port of Aqaba. Bechtel group the 
LS construction and engineering firm, 

£ applied to the Export- 1 mpor l bank for « 
financing of the American portion of the (jg* 
I trillion dollar project. The request is ex- MM 
wcied to be acted upon soon. Things SCT 
L moving last,” said John Cooper, a fK.ijJ 

Bechtel executive. “Board action on a .A 
preliminary commitment could come in a y.' 

^draiofshation officials see economic. 1 # 

political, and strategic benefits from the qp- 
proposed project, which began to lake * J 
shape seriously at the end of last year. jm 

Even though US companies are less 
competitive than the West Europeans or W 
Japanese, Jordan and Iraq recently asked 
for a larger US involvement in the _ 
project. This seems to reflect their desire 
to batten down the American presence for Oil 01 
political and strategic reasons: in other 
words, the pipeline’s proximity to Israel. lo re 

According to New York Times the US men! 
government and the oil industry, prompt- 
ed by intensified fighting in the Gulf. Alt 
have stepped up efforts lo determine how mi Hit 
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(ration and Congress to review the ade- 
quacy of Ihe prepared plans. 


So far. the intensified fighting in the 
Gulf has caused virtually no reduction in 
the now of oil to the West and Japan. The 
markets, with oil in abundant supply, 
have generally remained calm. Insurance 
premiums on cargoes and hulls have 
soared, but that has largely been offset by 
equivalent price-cutting by Gulf producers 
eager to sell their oil. 

Nevertheless, the administration seems 
lo have concluded that a substantial price 
run-up or. far worse, a return of gasoline 
lines, could prove disastrous in the 
November election. An oil shortage would 
almost certainly prompt Democrats to try 
to exploit President Reagan’s 1982 veto 
ora bill that would have extended his spe- 
cific authority lo impose price and alloca- 
tion controls on oil. 


Oil 01 pe lines: Will it reduce western oil vulnerability ? 

lo respond to a possible cut off of oil ship- Strait of Hormuz is regarded as unlikely, 
ments through the Gulf and Tour million barrels a day could 

quickly be made up by other producers, 
mmnieie loss of the seven the situation is so volatile and uncertain 
JSTSS.WS Star the that it has prompted Ihe Reagan adminis- 


Even the loss of millions of barrels o 
day of Gulf oil might well couse no im- 
mediate supply problem. No one really 

knows, but business executives and vari- 
ous energy analysts say a cut oft o! oun 
oil could touch ofr a spurt in prices, the 
husbanding of inventories and a scramble 
by oil users to insure supplies. 


Zia’ s decision may come after US elections 
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bv most observers as the year of decision. 
What does seem clear is that the military 
will at some time hold partyless elections, 
allowing only individuals lo stand for 
seats after they have been yetted by the 
military as being ‘pure Islamic citizens . 
However Zia has also suggested that 
either a referendum for electing the pre- 
sident should be held first or that a ref- 
erendum should ask the people whether 
they wanted an Islamic or Western system 
for the next elections. 


Opposition leaders feel that Zia will 
make no real decision until after the Am- 
erican elections at the end of 1984. His 


regime is dependent on support from 
Washington and its Arab allies in the re- 
gion. The victory of a Democratic candid- 
ate would not bode well for him. 

ALLhough obviously tired from tramping 
up and down airport steps, Zia cannot put 
ofr a decision on Pakistan's political fu- 
ture for ever. The longer he delays, the 
more the opposition builds up strength 
and the various regional tensions esca- 
late. However if he were to settle for a 
selection process raLher than an election 
process, the lid could well come off Pakis- 
tan's bubbling political cauldron and peo- 
ple might well once again lake to the 
streets. ( Agencies) 
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Red carpet welcome awaits Denktash 
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ice- president Bush with Gen Zia on arrival In Pakistan — spate of foreign 
:s a tactic by the military regime 

MABAD - President Zia of Pakistan tening of Television's time 

well soon find himself in the Guln- news bulletin as arri ia n0V J taken up 

Book or Records for having spent because most ° f . lhe th d ; s military sa- 
hrae on the receiving dais at Islama- by pictures of Zia on the j ^ Qr 

Jrporl than in his office. Most polili- lutes and dignitary jets either g 

'“servers feel that the spate of foreign taking ofr. . 

Being invited to Pakistan is a tactic spate of Arab visitors reflects tne 

military regime to stall a final deci- crowing concern in the Gulf of tne conu- 
“ whether Lo risk its existence by Ration ofthe Iran-lraq war. Pakistan ha 
»8 a general election. been in the forefront of trying tot™ 

* “ft, ^ weeks President Zi. has about a l^^.heGul'f 

« Islamabad airport to receive led to GulT derence inrouB 
a dozen foreign dignitaries. These Co-operation Council s 


^muiiary regime to stall a final deci- growing concern in tne uun oi 
on whether Lo risk its existence by Ration of the Iran-lraq war. Pakistan ha 
in * a general election. been in the forefront of trying tot™ 

last five weeks President Zia has about a -UWjtMa l^'^heGul'f 
« Islamabad airport to receive led to ^If ^ s Defence Pact. 

Ija dozen foreign dignitaries. These Co-operation Council s ueien 
da Japanese Prime Minister Naka- The Pakistan Navy has alsc i teen help 
. t ;Lhe^Soulh Korean deputy Prime ing the US Rapid poP^y^Jf^cihlv 
S pJ- T“ r Wsh Prime Minister Turgul President Reagan has said would fordWy 
■ President Nicolae Ceausescu of Ro- reopen the Gulf if Iran attempted 
? .and, two trade delegations. ji. ■ 

jfia World have come Sheikh The ' to^akilrta n 's' mi Utary 1 i rul- 

Jft- ,h * Emir of Qatar, the foreign added sup^rt lo Fabian ■ fl ^ nim 

|^^s^?&. 2 shcepa0 ■ "SI SuiKto “ 8 s afld 3 r " 

vi *i to r has teen US . nq clear indication of 

- nt Bush. Letters to Z»a hM sim gi 5 is predicted 

r*! Press have called for a rechris- lus response, althougn . 
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By Ken Mackenzie 

ANKARA (ONS) — Amid rising tendon 
In the Eastern Mediterranean, Pre- 
sident Rauf DenkUsh of the secession- 
ist Turkish Cypriot Republic fHes Into 
Ankara on Tuesday on his Dr st ceremo- 
nial visit as a head of state. The event 
could cause a stir not merely In Turkey 
but in Athens, London, Washington 
and the Greek sector of Nicosia. 

Denktash will be given red carpet 
treatment on arrival — with Turkey s 
President, Kenan Evren waiting on the 
tarmac to receive him and guns boom- 
ing ont a 21-gun salute. 

The visit Is seen as a demonstration 
of Turkey’s determination to support 
the Denktash regime, ka defiance of 
pressure from the Americans and tbc 
UN — who hoped that Ankara might 
distance itself from Ihe new Turkish 
Cypriot state. The Mg question however 
Is what the Turkish leaders will ssy in 
private to Denktash. 

In recent weeks Denktash has fulmi- 
nated at the Americans and the UN — 
and has even threatened to expel the- 
peace- keeping force In the Island, es- 
UblliM '■ 1964. Tke force's »»■*- 
ate comes up for renewal this ween — 
which largely explains the timing of 
Denktash* a visit to Turkey. 

Western diplomats hope the mandate 
will be renewed wltbont a crisis. Bat 
the Greeks would like It amended la 
their favour — while Denktash wants 
. the UN to treat Us regime as equiva- 
lent In statas to the Greek Cypriot gov- 
ernment of Spyros Kyprianou. 

Melodrama has been injected into the 
Byzantine proceedings by a report that 
the CIA Is planning to ’eliminate’ 
Denktash. What at first seemed one 
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Rauf Denktash — Turkey puts out 
the red carpet I. 

more fantasy from the Cyprus ramour- 
mill suddenly acquired a modicum of - 
plausibility when Denktash had a leng- 
thy talk on Thursday with the US am- 
bassador la Qrprm (who. Is officially 
accredited to the Kyprianou govern- 
ment). After the meeting, Denktash 
promised a detailed statement when the 
affair of the alleged CIA plot was 
cleared. 

All this lus added spice to this 
week's talks In Ankara. At the end of 
the day, Ankara will probably Impose 
Its authority, despite the official thesis 
that Denktash Is now the Independent 
leader of a mini- sovereign state. But 
for the Turkish government, the Cy- 
prus question is becoming an Increas- 
ingly difficult balancing act: Between 
' supporting Denktash on the one hand 
and- pot antagonising the Americans on 
the other. - 
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Liberia: Doe 
sets his 
eyes on the 
presidency 


LIBERIANS head of state Samuel Doe is 
reported to be working underground to 
run for president when the ban on polit- 
ics Is lifted In that country. Every ac- 
tion and decision taken by Doe recently 
has been a pointer to his hitherto unde- 
clared Intention to contest the elec- 
tions, this lime In a civilian outfit. 

Doe, an unknown master sergeant In 
the Liberian army led a few inen In a 
bloody military coupon 12 April 1979 
to topple the regime of President Toi- 
bert, who whs killed In (he attack. 
Several government ministers and offi- 
cials were executed on charges of cor- 
ruption, mismanagement and violation 
of human rights. 

The Peoples Redemption Council 
(PRO set up by Doc, announced a pro- 
gramme for a return to civilian rule 
last year and set the 1 2th of April this 
year as the day on which the ban on po- 
litics would be lifted, However, on the 
eve of the fifth anniversary of the take- 
over which Incidentally was the date 
set for the lifting of the ban, Doc an- 
nounced a new programme. In this, the 
lifting of the ban on politics was put 
off for another three months, that is, 
26 July. Parliamentary elections would 
not be held before October next year, 
and the actual transfer of power would 
take place on the first Monday In 
1986. 

This unexpected change of pro- 
gramme generated criticisms Inside and 
outside Liberia. Doe’s critics In Lib- 
eria saw the prolonging of the transfer 
of power as a deliberate attempt by. Doe 
to gain more time to wprk his 'way 
through.' It was also seen as a means to 
qualify him (Doe) to contest the pre- 
sidency. (Liberia's constitution re- 
quires that any person running for the 
presidency should not be less than 35 
years old) Doc would not attain' (hat 
age until the end of 1985, On the 
International scene, the United States 
and West German? threatened (o with- 
draw (he funds which I hey promised for 
-the election process. The US promised 
$350;000 while West Germany offered 
$30,000. 

With his eyes set on the presidency, 
Doe has been working to Improve his 
public image. lie has freed all the 13 
people convicted of planning a coup 
against him. Some of (he people had at 
first been given death sentences which 
were later commuttcd to life Imprison- 
ment. 

. One thing that Is clear is that, Doe’s 
government has not yielded any signifi- 
cant achievements since It came to 
power. in. 1979- and this. leaves a sour 
memory on the Liberian electorate.. The 
. economy has grown from the. bad state 
.In Which Doe met It into a worst one. 
Salaries of Liberia* s civil servants have 
reportedly not been paid for the past 
three months. But for American aid the 
country’. s economy would have ground- 
ed. to a halt. 

Perhaps an. advice to Mr. Doe ts to 
tell him to make h|s exit honourably' at 
this time, He has had five years to rule 
the country without opposition yet he 
.could not make any headway! This is 
enough to warn him that, -given a poli- 
tical mandate Tor 'another five years, 
should he win the elections at all, there 
isi no hope that he can do better. . . 




Sri Lanka: 

Becomes a centre of Ocean politics 




By Denzil Pelrls 

LONDON - While Mrs Imlim Gandhi ac- 
cuses Pakistan uf supplying arms to Sikh 
extremists. India's other neighbour, Sri 
Lanka, accuses it of conniving at military 
training being given in around 5.00U Ta- 
mil insurgents in the southern stale of Ta- 
mil Nadu 

The Tigers, as ihe Tamil guerrilla 
movement is usually known, openly de- 
clares that its violent ladies arc designed 
lo provoke the majority Sinhala into ret- 
aliation. politicising Tamil masses in the 
process and forcing an assault on (he re- 
gime to make ii accept the creation of Ee- 
lam, a separate Tamil slate. 

With elections due soon in India. Mrs 
Gandhi is reluctant to fetter her ally M.G. 
Ramuchundran. the Chief Minister of Ta- 
mil Nadu. In. the votes auction in Tamil 
Nadu, the highest offer of support for Ee- 
lum and the Tigers could also buy vic- 
tory in the polls. 

Eelam began as an internal dispute in 
Sri Lanka; now it has grown into a con- 
troversy in sub- continental politics, and il 
could be thrown into the arena of super- 
power and Chinese manoeuvring* in the 
Indian Ocean, as the Sri Lanka govern- 
ment looks for allies against the insur- 
gents. 

Such a development could threaten In- 
dia’s security. The bait, as India sees il, 
as Tricointi Icc, one of the world's finest 
natural harbours. On the cast coast of Sri 
Lanka, il is in the area claimed for Ee- 
lain. Britain used Trincomalee as the port 
to dominate Lhe Arabian Sea and the Bay 
of Bengal when India was the centre-point 
for British Middle. Eusl and Far East poli- 
cies. The purl regains its old military va- 
lue by virtue of the undeclared Sino-US 
strategic consensus to contain (he Soviet 
Union, and Moscow's equal determina- 
tion to weaken the chain of encirclement. 
The weapons on both sides are warships 
and submarine-launched ballistic mis- 
siles. an opLion that requires as many 
home ports as possible in Ihe Indian 
Ocean. 

US strategy has two levels. The primary 
target is to strike at Soviet Central Asia 
from Polaris submarines. This and other 
Soviet targets can also be reached Trom 
the nuclear base of Diego Garcia, from 
permanent Indian Ocean carrier task for- 
ces and bases in Kenya, Somalia, and 
Arabian Sea islands. 

The second is securing the resources of 
the Gulf and South East Asia for. the wes- 
tern alliance, which would involve the Ra- 
pid Deployment Force, using bases in 
Oman, Kenya and Somalia, as well as the 
taskforces. Indian strategists allege that 
the pro-western government of President 
Junius Jayewardene. moving away from 
non-alignment, and Pakistan may also of- 
fer bases for the US fleet and the RDF. 

The Soviet Union has broken out of the 
chain or encirclement, with bases in 
South Yemen and Ethiopia. It hns also 
developed its naval power to counter hos- 
tile action against its lifeline, running 
through the Black Sea. ihe Red Sea und 
the Indian Ocean to the Pacific. Trinco- 
malce could be turned into another break 
in the anti-Soviet chain. 
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Junius Jayewardene — responds to US Mrs Gandhi — worried over the ilirmii| 
strategic Initiatives In the Indian Ocean situation In the Subcontinent 


A report of a recent seminar on India's 
security says significantly: “Beijing may 
seek port facilities in the (Indian Ocean) 
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area — China has two nuclear subma- 
rines with missile lubes ...if China were 
to develop submarine-launched ballistic 
missiles lo keep a sea-based option 
against the Soviet Union, the Indian 
Ocean wih .assume strategic importance 
Tor Chinn.” China, too in other words, 
would seek home port facilities in the In- 
dian Ocean. 


Alarmed by reports that Sri Lanka may 
seek an outside power lo protect it from 
the insurge ms. Indian officials have 
warned that any attempts to sign an exter- 
nal military treaty will be considered a 
hostile act. While India does not seethe 
superpower presence in the Indian Ocean 
as a direct threat, il docs sec (he intimi- 
dating presence as hobbling India's 
freedom of international manoeuvre. In- 
dia is also worried that the improve mem 
of facilities for the RDF could lead to 
intervention that would affect it ad- 
versely: the Gulf is a critical area for In- 
dian oil supplies and a massive source of 
foreign exchange. 

However. China's Indian Ocean 
presence is seen us directly anti- Indian, 
us an extension of Chinese attempts toon- 
circle India. 

Given India’s suspicion that Sri Lanka 
is inclined lo respond favourably to t» 
strategic initiatives in the Indian Ocean, a 
restrained guerrilla movement on the is- 
land. bucked by Tamil Nadu, could keep 
Colombo off balance. In the event of a mi- 
litary agreement with the US, oil ston* 
and other facilities in Trincomnlde 
be sabotaged. But. with the increased us 
of the military road to Eelam. pro-Inman 
MP’s and const itulionalisls such as £ 
Ainirihalingam. leader of the Tamil 
ilod Liberation Front, have become irr 
vanl. The guerrillas are t he pacesel . 
They are intensifying their ctmjjj 
against the Tulf. V. Prabhakaran. WJ 
or one Tiger faction, says: 
of the revolution is fast spreading 
Tamil Eelam. But the Tulf leaders arc ry 
mg their best lo smother the [ire. 
sense you can term the Tulf leaders 
l rayers. '* 

The Tigers are fractured into seven or- 
ganisations. all confessing radical sol 
ism. They also have links with Zm 
we' s Zapu und 7.unu. and with ,hc ; ‘ , ' 
und most of the Tiger' s lorei^fl r ^ 
tionary supporters are lied to tne » 
Union. South Third World Medw 


Congress concern grows over CIA operations 

WACUIMPTOMf AMCl Tl * 


WASH 1NCTON ( ONS) — The struggle be- 
tween (he Reagan Administration and 
Congress over control of the Central In- 
telligence Agency's operations in Central 
America has become public and noisy. 

At slake is whether the CIA can conti- 
nue, lo finance the army of anti- Commun- 
ist Contras U has unleashed against Nica- 
ragua's Sandinista government, and 
whether .the Intelligence, agency and the 
Pentagon can keep up their secret co- 
operation in (he Administration s how pu- 
blic war against the Sandinistas.' 

President Reagan and CIA Director 
Casey have been pul On the defensive by 
disclosures that Lhe Administrate, 
which is still seeking S2 ] million for the 
Contras, has. in coIliisiph.-wiEh GlA and 
Ihe Pentagon, surreptitiously bypassed the 
spending limits set by the Congress. 1 ! 


gress; usually scrutinises and approves all 
military and intelligence activities, but il 
appears to have lost track In Central Am- 
erica, 

A number of Congressmen opposed to 
the Administration's Central ‘ American 
activities have charged that the govern- 
ment; is using questionable accounting 
procedures, to hide arms transfers and 
other expenses that go beyond Ihe limits 
set by Congress.,. Neither the Pentagon 
nor the CIA has nlad^ any comment,.: 

. Earlier revelations that (he CIA was ie- 
sppgjHble. for: the mining of Nicaraguan 
!SS° ur, Y :0lta< ^ing. Nicaragua ' pe- 

O eums nriiDP lont, ■ 


that the situation in Central Am c - ^ 
threat to the US but only 37 per . lfJ | 
prove of the Administration * ■ 
American policies. N,an L. * X s «ni 
are concerned that the CIA . n 
much more than the $24 mi, l |on ; nnS las' 
provided for its Nicaragua operand- 
year. 

The US military build-up in HjjjJJfc 

and the presence on bait* 
that country — which is the supp ? j ([ 
the CIA's Contra force — 
increase the controversy. 


Many in Congress suspect 
the US has sent to Honduran bases ^ u 
been passed to the Contras I b e i§» 
clienir in the region. President ^ 
doesn't seem disturbed, by 
administration is cooking me 
right for his Central American ooj* , 
Hto'hAc mnrfp Ihe CIA*s and jne. £.■ 


charges 


The amounts invohietl arij :noi kii6wrv lllw jS!*' ' SPS? 

but the tricky procedures* have been dls-’ ,c ® n< Md .1)1 hi$ reports lo Congress : , He has rnade the CIA s an eor fl< 

closed by Administration, officials and-es- "An bpinibh ’ noli. h«c . // ’ gon ^ interventions one _ot 

limales run into pillllons OF dollars, Conv ••t wo- thirds oNh^Amilu indicated (hat stones or his foreign policy 

^!^ meri wait- public believe election campaign. • ■ ; ; ■ : J 
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War over 
Lebanon 


is now 
possible 


By Ya'coub Jaber 

ANEW war in the Middle East sparked 
by political and military developments 
in Lebanon has perhaps become poss- 
ible more than ever before. This is be- 
cause the time for decision in Lebanon 
has arrived as the country now stands 
at a crossroad between national unity 
and reconciliation or continued chaos 
and fighting that may end with parti- 
tion. 

The two most powerful slates in the 
arena, namely. Syria and Israel, are 
certainly behind much of what is going 
on in Lebanon at present. The two 
sides arc at odds over how the future 
of Lebanon should be re-shaped. The 
race between them about who will 
eventually control Lebanon which is 
nearing a close could lead to the use of 
force to determine the final winner. 

Syria has thrown its weight behind 
the National Unity Government of Rn- 
shid Karami which currently faces 
lough domestic opposition rendering il 
incapable of implementing its reconci- 
liation and reform programmes. Dama- 
scus insists that it will not allow that 
government to crumble under internal 
or external pressures. 

On the other hand, the right-wing 
libanese groups seem equally deter- 
mined not to let Mr Karami get away 
with what he wants. Their determina- 
tion to abort his efforts was demon- 
strated by the heavy fightings they ini- 
tiated last week (Black Monday) to 
prevent a parliamentary vote of con- 
fidence in the government. 

The right-wing hostility towards Ka- 1 
mini's government is shared by Israel 
which, among other things, wants a 
Beirut cabinet more willing to negotiate 
erectly with It over the so-called sc- 
anty arrangements in South Lebanon. 

Mr. Karami, motivated by Damascus, 
insists that negotiations should be con- 
ducled through a third party lo avoid 
otlfeial recognition of Israel. 

There is also the sensitive subject oP 
im army which has split again within 
l' nes ‘ T* 16 final outcome of 
the «d to reorganize the army will play 
J key role in reaching the formula 
under which Lebanon is to be run in 
ibc future. 

J'Jsallpart of the Syrian- Israeli race 
"hold the Lebanese card. The ques- 
«on is whether the race would reach a 
point at which one party sees war as 
me only choice to win over the other. 

ih?* c re . 8ent ’ Israe l is more inclined 
ranhyna to launch a war. Us deterio- 
E* ec onomic conditions and the 
ii, u Uent wide- spread labour strikes, 
an nr u e ‘ n tlie Lebanese south; the 
iu of seneral elections and the 
hn.ii j , the Rea B a n administration is 
wJS th l h e face to the White House 
0 rest world focusing at- 

are Gulfs dramatic events 

mlino isi ors which may tempt the 

Wession coa *' lion to wage a new 

b e Tl J 0I0ain . objective of the war would 
DQiPnti T e,tr °y Syria’s growing war 
E^ and weaken its innuence in 
The current reactive calm in 
as th?? ,COu * d ^ extremely deceptive 
In dr!.i2f xt few weeks could be crucial 
Ottlv l muc h of the future of not 
atea i iS. n ° a but probably the whole 
could 7 % *. n °h agaih is the spot which 

^ Middle ^ st 011 ' ° Ut confronlalion in 

would shirt international 
a4? A iP;|he.‘ Arat>- Israeli conflict 
'anafi-~v £ u n8e r s imposes to world peace 
this is the last 

c «frfaKi^? ra ? J - s 1 ' wanl 15111 stlu ' the 5’ 

^ own miscalmila-. 


THE ISRAELI measures in the occupied 
Arab territories, the war in the Gulf and 
Lebanon arc the main topics in the press 
this week. 

Al-Khaleej newspaper of Al-Sharqa wr- 
ites that Arab national security faces seri- 
ous dangers these days posed by Israel and 
its US ally. It says that Israel’s continued 
Judaization of Al-Aqsa Mosque in Jer- 
usalem and the building of more set- 
tle me ills in addition to the occupation of 
South Lebanon are part of US- Israeli steps 
to endanger pan-Arab national security 
through deeds, not merely words. 

It also writes that Israel's worrying 
measures in occupied Palestinian territory 
is an extension of the attempt to endanger 
Arab security in the Gulf. 

It concludes by urging the Arabs lo lake 
a collective step towards the Israeli Judai- 
zation measures and also calls on the Isla- 
mic world lo shoulder its responsibility to- 
wards the confrontation with Israel. 

Al-Arab, a Qatari newspaper, writes 
that evidence abounds that Israel is pre- 
paring to launch a new aggression. It 
ciLcs, Israel’s terror practices in South 
Lebanon, the mobilization of Israeli 
troops in the Beka'a Valley, and the 
repeated Israeli air reconnaissance fights 
over Lebanon as signs of the new aggres- 
sion. 

The Qatari paper goes on to say that Is- 
rael had always tried to solve 
Us internal problems by laund- 
ing wars against the Arabs. In ad- 
dition. the paper continues, Israel's fail- 
ure in Lebanon and the heroic resistance 
against its occupation in the South as well 
ns the approach of the date for its general 
elections all suggest that a new aggression 
is very likely. 

It calls for full alert and prepardness on 
the part of Arabs, saying that the US- 
Isrueli alliance is assuming dangerous 
dimensions with Washinglon ready lo 
support any new Israeli aggressjon as it 
did in the past. 

The Qatari English-language new- 
spaper, The Gulf Times, describes accep- 
tance by Iraq and Iran of a UN proposal to 
slop shelling civilian centres as a good 
step in the right direction. II l caHs on the 
two warring nations to provide full facili- 
ties to UN observers who will go lo Ihe 
area to monitor compliance by ihe UN- 
sponsored agreement. 

The Qatari paper also expresses the 
hope that the agreement would lead to an 
end to the dangers surrounding shipping 
in the Gulf. 


im 



Noting that Israel stepped up its milit- 
ary provocation at the lime when the 
internal situation in Lebanon deterio- 
rated. Al-Akhbar remarks that Israel 
interferes whenever the Lebanese prob- 
lem becomes nearer lo solution. 

“The answer lo these Israeli sabotage 
attempts should come from the Lebanese 
themselves who should avoid division and 
realize that the whole of Lebanon is a lar- 
■getto Israeli subversive plans", the Egyp- 
tian paper concludes. 

Jordanian press 

Ad-Dustour in Amman describes Iran's 
offer to extend the agreement on slopping 
the shelling of civilian targets to include 
shipping in the Gulf as an attempt to drive 
a wedge between Iraq and its sister stales 
in the region, it adds that the offer does 
not mean that Tehran's altitude towards 
Iraq or other Arab states in the region has 
changed, otherwise Iran would not have 
continued massing troops on Us border 
with Iraq in preparation for a new offen- 
sive. 

The paper concludes by asserting (hat 
the Iranian offer will not deceive Iraq 
which stands ready lo defend itself 
against new aggressions, 

Al-Ra’t writes that the worsening pf 
the Israeli economy as demonstrated- in 
the recent large-scale strikes in most pu- 
blic service sectors gives a better chance 
to the opposition Labour Party to win next 
month's general elections. But the paper 
cautions against a possible new aggression 
launched by the ruling Ukud coalition in 
an effort to save its image before the Is- 
raeli public prior lo the elections. 


[W 

fog time and undermining sohdarity be^ 

tween Arab Gulf slates and Iraq. It says 
must realize that it cannot force Iraq 
S blockade of Kharg Island a. tong 
as Tehran continues to prepare for a ne 
large-scale offensive on Iraq. 

interests of 'wesforn^ionfa ndZioSism? 

. of 
. foreign intervention in the reg.on. ; 

Conunenilng on the eitu^ionir . 

wpa* 

fytinister Rashid Karami. , 



Israeli press 


Rahob Rashl writes that although it is dif- 
ficult to imagine the shape of the coming 
Knesset, it is certain that two prominent 
members will be absent: Menachem Begin 
and Shlomo Lorenz.. 

It is also certain that most of the 
present Knesset members will return after 
the elections. 

Hamodia, meanwhile, says that the vi- 
sit of the UN secretary general came at 
the least suitable time. In Damascus the 
Secretary General was told of Syria’s ob- 
jection to the disengageinent between Sy- 
rian and Israeli forces in Lebanon, as the 
fighting broke: out ; anew threatening an 
endless war. 1 ‘ ; V " "i . ■ >' 

Still the secretary general’s visit to five 
capitals made Him understand' the compli* 
ca ted problems of the, region, comments 
the paper. 


Kohl Hair remarks that despite the fuel 
that there are only forty days left for the 
Knesset elect ions, we notice that Ihe lab- 
our parly is quiet in its efforts lo enlist 
public support. So Tar, the Labour promo- 
tion campaign is devoid of any meaning. 
There is no reason for Labour to refrain 
from divulging the mistakes of the Ukud. 
The Marakh is obliged lo heal up the elec- 
tions battle und to stir n feeling of destiny 
among the public because this is a battle 
for the entity and (he future of the state 
and the society. 

Koteret Rashit writes that the detained 
members of the Jewish underground 
movement live under good conditions. 
Their houses were never blown up. they 
are allowed lo go out of prison for social 
visits and they were not handcuffed while 
moving from jail lo court. One terrorist 
was sentenced for I 1/2 years for trans- 
porting fifty land mines, while an Arab 
was sentenced to the same period for slap- 
ping a Jewish boy. 

There is talk about court judges being 
sympathetic to the terrorists* cause and 
there are fabricated justifications for acts 
of terrorism. 

Hadashot comments that the French 
television interview between Shamir and 
Peres explained that their strategic goals 
are one but they differ on the means. The 
Labour party started settlement on occu- 
pied Arab territories for defensive pur- 
poses while the Ukud intensified set- 
tlement and considered it a major dogma- 
tic issue. The main Likud issue in lhe el- 
ections is to keep the occupied Arab terri- 
tories, hence it is to the electorate to 
choose between having the Likud to run 
their government and keep Ihe economic 
conditions as bad as they are. or try the 
other alternative. The elections will give a 
clear picture of how the Israelis think and 
how they look at peace, concludes the 
paper. 

Maarlve writes that the Ministry of Fin- 
ance claims that it is prepared lo reach a 
settlement with the Histadrut on new 
wages. The proposed 7-8 per cent are in 
fact ridiculous because wage corrosion 
runs between 20-30 percent. The Minis- 
try of Finance claims to be the defender of 
the national economy and of the wage- 
earners while the workers and organiza- 
tions are looked upon as promoters of el- 
ections publicity. This is false and is not 
valid any longer. The public is replying 
with strikes and struggle for the achieve- 
ment of their demands. 

Hetsofeh says that Like the Olympic 
games where records are sought, our 
strikes are also after new record figures. 

The visiting UN Secretary General could 
- not reach the foreign office because the 
g staff were on strike. Israeli embassies and 
ti consular offices abroad went on strike 
n too. 


This type of disconnecting Israel from 
the rest of the world is a record in itself, 

Haarets writes that the VN Secretary 
General relayed a message for withdrawal 
from Lebanon from the government of Le- 
banon, while the message he 

had to take with him from Jer- 
usalem is to place UN observers between 
Israeli and Syrian troops. 

The two messages seem to.be unaccept- 
able $0 both parties. Syria believes that it 
Is its duty, to achieve Israeli withdrawal 
from Lebanon, , while the government. of 
Lebanon wants Indirect talks for wlthdi'e- 1 
•wal'ofi the Israeli forces from Lebanon. 
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Solving the Lebanese 
problem 

MR. ABDEL HALIM Khaddam, Syrian vice-president is reported to have 
succeeded in convincing the warring ructions in Lebunon to consent to a 
political- security plan designed to solve the l^bancsc problem. Important 
elements of the plan include securing a ceasefire, reopening the sea port 
and the airport and selling up a military committee to determine the prer- 
ogatives of the anny leadership etc. 

An overriding priority by way of initialing the process of solving the Le- 
banese problem is to restore the legitimacy of the national government 
within the framework of a reformed constitution. The shakiness of the gov- 
ernment of Premier Rashid Karami is to a large extent attributable to the 
fact that it does not adequately represent the factional composition of Le- 
banese society. Moreover, what is required, is for the political leaderships 
participating in the Karami government to transcend the “goodwill” crisis 
and proceed to make concessions as well as have the will to genuinely back a 
political settlement. The more the violence, the deeper the wounds and the 
more elusive the solution becomes. 

An ignored fact is that the solution of the Lebanese tragedy is inextricably 
hinged to the Palestinian question. Without a just solution of the Palest- 
inian problem, the core element of Middle Eastern politics, the crisis in 
Lebanon will continue to fester. For one. the huge number of Palestinian 
refugees must be repatriated to Palestine as part of solving the Palestinian 
and the Lebanese problem. 

Part of the tragedy in Lebanon is that the Lebanese do not have to grapple 
only with their domestic animosities, hatreds and strife but also have to deal 
with the fact that the Lebanese conflict is a projection of regional and inter- 
national rivalries. The glaring example of this is Syrian- Israeli competition, 
with respectively Soviet and American backing. 

Perhaps an obstacle in the path of resolving the Lebanese question is Is- 
rael’s prolonged occupation of Southern Lebanon and its unbridled interfer- 
ence in the internal affairs of the country. Just as the United States gave its 
implicit support to Israel's barbaric invasion of Lebanon it is morally res- 
ponsible to pressure Israel to withdraw its occupation troops lest the inten- 
tion evolves in Israel to retain the territories in possession ns it did in the 
West Bank and Gaza and the Golan Heights. Who knows, which country is 
next in becoming a part of “Eretz Israel*. 

Fundamentally, it is up to the Lebanese themselves to reach a solution to 
this bloodiest and most tragic of conflicts. Clearly the wounds are deep on 
all sides; Also deep are the roots of the conflict in historical experience as 
well as in the socio-economic and political set up of Lebanese society. Re- 
forming the latter is a true necessity. But before all else the 
violence must end. In this sense, the outcome of the latest political- security 
plan arranged by Khaddam is- to be awaited with hope and pessimism. 

Jordan and Gulf war 

JORDAN’S COURAGEOUS offer to provide' military assistance to the Gulf 
countries in case of attacks by Iran against them reflects very clearly the 
general feelings that this country has, in terms of its obligations as a mem- 
ber of the large Arab world.- His Majesty King Hussein made the offer this 
veek m an interview with three British journalists. 

Couplfed with the increasing Iranian threat to the stability and integrity of 
the Gulf states, the Jordanian offer is no more symbolic than the real dan- 
ger that the region faces. Jordan's words have been proved by deeds as 
evidenced by this country’s continuous material assistance to Iraq in its war 
with Iran. In making this decision, Jordan does not seek to Increase the 
perils ,of confrontation In the Gulf region, but aims at sending a message to 
the aggressors that the Gulf Arab countries are not alone or deserted bv 
their neighbours and friends. , 

1 Jordan has always believed in the values of Arab unity. It has always de- 
parted from the rhetoric that has distorted its meaning and became a pi- 
oneer in practicing the essence of what Arab unity means and aims at. Jor- 
dan’s recent Teaction to the Iranian threats to the stability of the region only 
cements this beliefr It is disheartening to note that Jordan is alone in carry- 
Ing> the message of Arab unify. It has not received the necessary backing of 
the Arab countries that it needed in times of crisis arid especially when Is- : 
raeii threats and aifabifions intrease on. daily basis. 



Reagan and Gandhi: Keeping an eye on India 


The US, Sri Lanka, 
Israel triangle 


By Abdulsalam Massarueh 

Star Washington Correspondent 

WASHINGTON — The unusual announce- 
ment of June 1 by the US Slate Depart- 
ment's spokesman about the US agreeing 
to act as “protecting power” for Israel in 
Sri Lanka through the establishment of an 
Israeli interests section under the au- 
spices of the United States embassy, 
caught many people by total surprise. Sub- 
sequently to this announcement, the Pre- 
sident of Sri Lanka Janius Jayawardene 
made an official visit to the US where he 
held a series of talks with President Rea- 
gan and other US officials. 

What makes the announcement a sur- 
prising one. and the visit a “hastily ar- 
ranged” one, are the evolution of- a 
strange relationship and a new thrust for 
the Israeli diplomatic efforts to “reach 
out and touch” some Asian countries, 
with the assistance of the United States. 

The Israeli “Interests section” will op- 
erate from a building owned or leased by 
the US and it will carry the US flag al all 
times. This is. according to political ob- 
servers. the first time the US grants such 
facilities for an Israeli diplomatic mis- 
sion, which is bent on training Sri 
Lankq's security forces in how to combat 
terrorism. 

The US by offering this assistance to Is- 
rael, which will not have an embassy in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka, is embarking on a 
new venture of increasing its presence, 
and that of Us proxies In Sri Lanka. This 
will prepare the ground for an increase in 
US military presence and posture in the 
Indian Ocean. 

Military and diplomatic analysts believe 
that there are “hidden” clauses in the 
agreements between the US and Sri Lan- 
ka, s president. Although US spokesmen 
said that there will not be any security all- 
iance between the US and Sri Lanka, re- 
ports circulating in Washington state that 
the request for such alliance will be ini- 
tiated by the Sri Lankan government. Mr. 
Jayawardene had requested the US to 
intervene in his country if India uses 
force to protect Sri Lanka’s Tamils, which 
constitute the Indian minority in the eas- 
tern and northern parfa; of Sri Lanfcth 

r But what is important aboilt Sri Lanka’s 
relationship with Israel and the US are 
some, events which took place in Colombo 
since 1967, i when Mrs Sirfmao Bqudra- 



Jayawardene: Shiftlng.alllances 

naike, who leads now the main, opposition 
party. Sri Lanka Freedom Party, and l in 
her capacity as prime minister in 19°'; 
closed the Israeli embassy after the l* 1 '/ 
war. Mrs. Bandranaike told the Israel 
that she will renew these relations alter 
Israel evacuates all of Arab territory occu- 
pied by Israel. 

But in the whole picture of Sri Lanka 1 s 
relations with the Arab world, noiwii"' 
standing the increasing number or exp*' 
triates from Sri Lanka in many gum 
states, there is the relationship be lwe ®‘. 
the Palestine Liberation Organization ana 
the Tamil tribes, which stands the tes 
now and is subjected to a lot of Isf* 5 " 
conspiracies and pandering with P resid : 1 , i 
Jayawardene, Sri Lanka's chief execu 
tive. . • 

The other' point of concern for the 1 Ljp 
to gain access to Sri Lanka's facilities s 
the US fleet in the Indian Ocean will w 
able to conduct its manoeuvres, and in 
its muscle, and there is also the otn 
possibility of getting some accommoo * 
tions Tor the US Central Command wiicj 
will be- monitoring that part of Souinea 
arid Southwest Asia, in the context oi * 
international duties. 

Since the Current base at Diago GarclJ 
is some distance from India. which j 
US has an interest to keep an eye oh- 1 r. 
presence of, US forces in Sri LanM > 
around the island is something that .. 
Jngtori ls : working on. 
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Wounded civilization! 

Greetings to Jerusalem! 

] FRA NON. A land of many paradoxes and contrasts, is a 
young nation whose roots stretch back to antiquity. The Le- 
banese are quick to point out that theirs was 
ihe country where man first learned how to 
read and write, where the alphabet was, first 
used and where recorded civilization began. 

That light given to the world by the Lebanese so long ago 
and intermittently maintained throughout history has never 
been as dim as it is now. The alphabet, the means by which 
man can preserve and store his knowledge and then pass it 
on for further creativity, has stopped being used in Leba- 
non. The pen has been turned to a bullet and the ink into 
blood and the land that very recently was a paradigm for 
many nations of the Third World, has been turned into a 
battle- ground for ancient hatreds and animosities. H is as if 
the alphabet preserved nothing but bitter memories and deep 
rooted ugly passions that needed but an excuse to burst open 
spewing forth venum, and the stench of death and destruc- 
tion. 

But why? Why the death and the carnage and why the 
seeming delight in it for so long? Has sense and reason 
abandoned Lebanon and the Lebanese altogether as it has 
done the rest of the region? What did the Sunnis do to des- 
erve such a fate, or the Shin's or the Maroniles. or the 
Druze or the Orthodox? 

Seventeen sectarian groups are (were?) recognized by the 
Constitution, each, in hindsight, apparently watching, re- 
cording the other group's infractions and sins against it and 
storing the knowledge for further reference. And so it came 
to pass that the prosperity of the country, its democratic 
facade, magnificent tourist attractions, publishing houses, 
universities, theatres, fashions, festivals and even smiles 
succumbed to the underlying frustrations, stored up emo- 
tions, discordant feelings, grudges and much hatred. 

■' . Who would have thought that Lebanon would turn to what 
it has become? Only a decade or so ago it wus the country of 
relaxation, a refuge from the heal of the rest of Arabia and 
the physical and politicnl heal of the rest of the Arab world. 
Poets, writers, professors und diplomats turned to it for in- 
spiration and persons politically unwanted elsewhere in the 
Middle East, found refuge in ihe cafe's of Beirut and the 
shady villages of the mountains. 

I It was fast becoming the financial and commercial center 
of the area: a stop in Beirut thut may last a day or a life time 
was a must. Its facilities ailing the joints of trade, finance. 
Politics and economics not only of the area but of the sur- 
rounding continents: a cross-roads between Europe. Asia 
.Amca and even the farther continents of America and Aus- 

■ train. 

The suddenness with which everything erupted and the 
i Breakdown of the “system” was shocking. What was the 
?„5J er *' l j?e serious matter that hastened and sped up the 
of decay and breakdown? Was it something endemic 
i uf- non alone something endemic to the whole region? Is 
wing fed and by whom; why and how? 

I A friend of mine characterizes ours as a wounded civiliza- 
especially i n recent times. The wound, never having 
j *T e “ properly, continues to cause a dull pain and every 
J m a while it ruptures discharging its impurities. To re- 
*r?i e . faults within ourselves is only human, to persist in 
err *ng is dangerous. 

h(S n what ha PPened in Lebanon happen elsewhere, and 
U»n n we P reven t that? Surely certain outside forces feed 
. *iirea of discord and benefit by the process and its out- 
inw j J 0 hl&me the whole thing on outside forces. Zion- 
ina^^l^Pe rial ism, is not only not enough, but patently 

- outside force could have created the havoc that is 
^ration now had there not been readiness, terrible readi- 
EI rom with in. Thus in addition to looking for exogenous 

■ ti*,- j 5 s w should turn also to within ourselves, our socie - 

1 mup], n , se , arc h reasons, explanations and answers. Not so 
« eo , J°^ay blame on this or that force nor on, this or that 
110 in th e spirit and approach of a medical 
andflM 10n ’ t0 ma ke a diagnosis to ascertain what is wrong 
"tempt to treat it. 

uS-^hole Middle East culture and society is composed of 
. 55 JsJSf Ours is a mosaic culture based on the Ottoman 
cetitiirt ,^ a millet system that survived until the twentieth 
ihaUifc - ? advent of the modern nation-state. A culture 

■ the several subcultures, the sects, the millets to 
‘ lant> i r ^ nd to survive for so long on a modicum of accep- 

bf each Other, 

' ^kSS!' th ® re were periods of tension, even strife as in all 
lJ Y In 8 cultures but there was also basip pecep- 
v.af ' to' Yrijie , how can we explain the present existence 
Hjdi^S^j^Vt^uUures. ethnic groups and religions- How 
i a mierpeosm of the Middie East, and os tens- 

£fea]J‘ Advanced country became atomized so sudr 


opinion 


What 9 s going on in Lebanon? 


IT WAS only Wednesday Iasi 
week, 13th June, 1984, that the 
National Accord Government of 
Lebanon, headed by the veteran 
politician Mr Rashid Karami, 
won the vole of confidence from 
the Lebanese Parliament. For a 
whole week, or more, peace in 
Beirut, east and west, was often 
violently broken almost every 
day, and the worst harvest of ci- 
vilian victims was reaped a day 
before the confidence vote ses- 
sion. 

One wonders what the Le- 
banese lake accord for. Is it, in 
their own conception, official 
agreement as regards formal 
procedures and outward appea- 
rances of administration and 
government, while inwardly the 
participants in the accord (for- 
merly the leaders of the different 
belligerent factions) still insist 
on proving their existence when 
need be from time to lime? 
There must be some deeper in- 
vestigation into the whole set up 
of the accord to point thereby 
who or which parly is the least 
satisfied or the greatest loser by 
it. 

It is not difficult to find out 
such a party. Definitely it is the 
Phalangisls and their allies, 
“the Free Nationals” headed by 
former Lebanese President Ka- 
mil Shamoun. Mind you. it is 
half a truth to attribute the whole 
problem of the Lebanese confu- 
sion to the hard- beadedness of 
such old-aged leaders as Rashid 
Karami, Kamil Shamoun. Pierre 
Jumayyil alone. Such veteran po- 
liticians have passed on their 
stubborn prejudices to the youn- 
ger generation. 

Definitely it was the Phalangist 
and the Shamouni militia men 
that have lost the Beirut battle to 
the Druzes, Shi'iles, the Sunnis 
and the communists. These all- 
ied fighters’ victory culminated 
in the abrogration or the 
Israeli- Lebanese agreement of 
May 16th, 1983 and paved the 
way for the selling up of a 
National Accord Government. 
The Phalangisls and the Sha- 
mounists swallowed the bitter 
pill just to hide under pretences, 
but never forgot the blow to their 
isolationist hopes and plans. 

Only when irretrievably 
crushed are losers expected to 
steep on their losses. For only 
recently did Fadi Afram, the 


commander of the so called Le- 
banese forces t Phalangisls and 
Shamounists) report to the daily 
paper AI-Qabas on 1 7/5/84 that 
Karami' s National Accord Gov- 
ernment was a Syrian-stoogc 
government trying to pul Ihe 
clock back. 

Yes, the big mistake that 
Arabs committed was to let reac- 
tionary Israeli- allied elements 


By Henry Matar 


like Fadi's Phalangists still have 
a say in political issues. There is 
a proverb that says: Don’ t cut off 
a snake's tail; if you are a real 
hero, cut the head off with the 
tail. About the Lebanese army 
whose lop leadership is in the 1 
hands of the Phalangists. the lat- 
ter refuse to make further 
concessions that will lead to the 
distribution of tlic army's leader- 
ship among the various Lebanese 
factions. 

When asked about his opinion 
or a centralized Lebanese army 
by the Shira' magazine, the same 
Fadi Afram said (hat he did not 
believe (hat such an army would 
do at the moment. It would 
easily become a tool in the hands 
of the Syrians? What does he 
mean? Why did he not say the 
same thing about the Lebanese 
army which, before the anti- 
Phalangisls allies' push, had 
been prepared to crush any resis- 
tance to PhalangisL domination? 

The truth is that the Phalang- 
ists and their allies, the Free 
Nationals are stilt Israeli agents 
and allies. When Premier Rashid 
Karami ordered that the Israeli- 
Lebanese office to the north of 
Beirut be closed down, the Pha- 
langists on their part had cele- 
brated the first anniversary of 
the Israeli Lebanese agreement 
by opening a Phalangist- Israeli 
liaison bureau in Jerusalem and 
by hoisting the Lebanese flag up 
from the eighth sLorey where the 
bureau lies. The bureau is not far 
from Lhe Israeli Knesset, and the 
opening ceremony was attended 
by a number of Israeli official 
representatives. 

Yet no less politically indica- 
tive than the isolationists' stand 
from the Lebanese array and 
their persistence in keeping rap- 


port with Israel is the attitude 
they take towards South Leba- 
non. They altogether ignore the 
fact that it is occupied by the Is- 
raelis: they are opposed 

to Nabih Berri's plans for the 
liberation of the south; they are 
opposed to the Lebanese resis- 
tance activities against the occu- 
pying foreign army. 

They very well known fact is 
that if the long down trodden 
Shi'ites of Nabih Berri and the 
leftist resistance movement 
jointly get the upper hand in the 
south, lost for ever will be their 
riding of the saddle there, as 
every where else in Lebanon. So 
they diligently support the so 
called South Lebanese Army, 
which is nothing but an Israeli 
stooge army commanded by an 
Israeli Sliamounist stooge, An- 
toine Lahd who only recently 
look the leadership from another 
Israeli stooge agent, Sa*d Had- 
dad. 

Colonel Lahd is known for his 
bitter acrimony against Pales- 
tinians. He hopes, as do his all- 
ies, the Phalangists that the 
South Lebanon Army, now nttm- . 
be ring 1200, grows through 1 
bribery and other teraptive 
means so as to take In Druzes, 
Shi'ites and Sunnis to join the 
main Maronlte bulk of it. 

It is also hoped that in time the 
South Lebanon Army will become 
the army of the Whole of Leba- 
non. If and when this happens, 
the prospective army for the 
whole of Lebanon, in alliance 
with Israel and under the control 
of the pillars or reaction will be 
in a position to dictate Israeli 
terms of security measures and 
to re perpetuate their feudal lord- 
ship over Lebanon. 

Hence the unabating state of 
instability these lords of the Mid- 
dle Ages create in Lebanon. Th$y 
believe that sooner or lafer 
weariness shall befall the other 
parties and in the daze of weari- 
ness, no other alternative but the 
Israeli option shall win the day. 
It was towards this end that the 
civil war was started by Israeli 
agents who were not the first 
renegades that were left unpu- 
nished by the Arabs. 


Memorandum . . ■' U- I/,-': - 


Politicizing the games 


IT IS sad to see politics and ideological differences 
Interfere with such a noble and civilized activity as 
the great games of the Olympics. One wonders why 
should nations drag their political beliefs and prin- 
ciples into an event where what matters are peo- 
ples’ abilities to excel in a sporting event without 
depending on their nationalities, prestige or politi- 
cal attachments. 

On the other hand and since one cannot isolate 
disputes, conflicts and the inevitabilities of wars 
and destruction, it has been difficult to close the 
rates of the Olympic villages before political prob- 
lems and superpower struggles. That s why former 
US President Jimmy Carter found it easier to 
urevent his country's teams from attending the 
Moscow Olympics of 1980 in retaliation to the So- 
viet Union's invasion of Afghanistan, than using 
the conventional political channels commonly re- 
coHDized in international law books and directo- 
ries And that action did hurt the Russians as Mr. 
Carter expected, but more than any thing it harmed 
the Olympic games as such — their message, spirit 
and meaning. 

This year the Soviet Union has decided to get 
even and boycott the Los Angeles Olympic games, 
thus embarrassing the United States, which is 
hosting the games, by undermining the spirit of 
competition^ and excellence;; that has always 
marked the modern Olympics especially where the 
teams of the two superpoWe rs: were involved. . 



And here we reach a critical point. If nothing 
can be done to stop the dangerous process of politi- 
cising the games, then we have to be ready for a 
new meaning for the Olympics, where peace-, co- 
operation among world nations and the strengthen- 
ing or fraternal ties among the countries that arc 
participating are superseded by other considera- 
tions. 

So what will happen? If such conflicts affected 
only the two superpowers then our loss would be 
some bow bearable. But as polarization and bloo- 
for mat ions are- reflected on the games where a 
Russian boycott will mean an East bloc and com- . 
munlst world withdrawal or a US one will Indicate a 
pan Western withdrawal, the loss will become too 
much for the games to endure. It is only a matter 
of time and the organizers will realize the horrible 
faot that the Olympics are in fact reflecting global 
conflicts and quarrels and will decide to call off ttye 
games and pack and go home. 

Naturally the great losers are the young athletes 
who dedicate their Life to tedious training and dis- 
cipline so as to excel in a certain sport so they can 
compete in the games and try to win a medal. 
Those are the Utopians who thought that they were 
safe and protected from the evils of politics and the 
horrors. of wars in their peaceful Olympic village. 1 ' 
They were wrong because just like .Mr, Carter, 
found out in' '7 9| the> Olympic, games were as gboijl 
as , any weapon and anything goes In politics and' 
• war. ■- •' ..v”' i ' 




k •). : » 

i ! . 



S l a r cejegi e^ 0 

Vendors: Life ontesti , e ets of Amman 

Old and young strugglmly in busy downtown 
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A car for all uses 


Mi-i 


By Kathy Kaklsh 

Scar Staff Writer 


ELEVEN YEAR old Ahmad is just one or the dozens of children sirtai-J« who 
roam the streets of downtown Amman daily. From sunrise till sunset iSfaj him 
carrying his load of children's socks. Ahmad says he cannot rememberSniiut he 
saw the inside of a classroom, but he cannot forget the throbbing ache iifsi bead, 
and throat — he sometimes wonders whether his vocabulary will shritii!f»ords 
needed for bargaining with people and shouting the line “ Four pairs fsiaT 

Before it's time to call it a day, he reports to the shop owner who sfitin with 
socks. Then Ahmad returns home to give the money he made — SQfiUflttjairof 
socks sold — to his aging mother. Home is a two room shack accomoi iU three 
brothers and five sisters. 

But is Ahmad a typical vendor in Jordan? In fact, he is not. There a idboys 
whose situation similar to Ahmad's, and they can be easily recognized) ^under- 
nourished faces, their torn clothes and the almost begging style they uu .j mg. but 
when The Star asked more questions of the street sellers it found that nw human's 
young vendors are out in the streets for the fun of it. especially nowiht r.lisover 
for the summer. 

These children, whose ages range from six to 1 8, say that they either I ^ goods 
on a wholesale basis or they have fathers, uncles, brothers or cousins shops 
and who do not mind making some extra sales in such a manner. Andi n>. giving 
their yougslers such a task will give them the trade and selling expen jr&fwill 
need in the future. 

And experienced these children are, as well as cunning. When The $u routing 
a I 0 year old vendor questions, he quickly offered to swap answers Tori j&ofhis 
goods. : 



His answers were similar to those of most of those young vendors. One thing they 
agree upon is that it is more fun to sell than to just play soccer on the back streets near 
home .The boy^get their share or play with other vendors and at the same time make a 
lot of pocket money — not to mention the contact they make with all sorts of people. 

"Most people, especially the women, are cranky, ill-tempered and very good at bar- 
gaining, but l don’t mind that — I have ways to get round that," said the boy. an 
answer which cost The Star the price of a green plastic snake. 

"And when school opens after the vacation. I tell my classmates all about the good 
and funny limes I've had — it is better than taking a vacation to Aqaba," the value of 
this answer was a bottle of bright red fingernail polish. 

Children are not the only vendors on the streets of downtown Amman. Here and 
there one can spat old men in their white dishdashes and brown slippers, silting on 
wooden stools in the shade, enjoying their time. Quite a few of them said they own 
shops of their own. 

"But my sons are now running the shop, and it is about time I let them carry on the 
business without interfering. Although the money I make is needed at home, the main 
reason I'm here is because I would die if I had to stay at home, doing nothing but watch 
the wife at her housework and chatting with the neighbours. I've been working all my 
life and I can’t stop now,” said one elderly man. 

Those who actually depend for a living selling goods on the streets are the jtoung 
men. One man in his early 30s said that he buys his goods, fake jewelry, from a whole- 
saler. And his business is prospering — he said he had never imagined it would be so 
when he was forced to take such a "job". Although the job is not his ideal choice, it 
does enable him to provide his family of four children with their basic needs. 

Old and young, serious or there for the fun of it. the street vendors somehow give 
Amman's downtown a touch of life. The ringing voices, the colour, the wide selection 
of goods ranging from toys, simple garments, sewing accessories to slippers, cloth 
flowers and lottery tickets — and all at reasonable prices, after bargaining — ■ Amman 
will never be the same wit limit them. 
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You can find them everywhere 


Mid-day rest 


FOR TRAVEL AND TOURISM 


1/j 

? '***•!* haflds ,hrou flh weekly tours with prices 
^^*4 B »r«ooU Vacal,on ln ,he ma 9' c <*• historic 

■^arKasr* - 


TOURS TO THE SOVIET UNION: 

FIRST CLASS TOURS: Moscow - Leningrad - Yalta. IS«day 
lours sterling 3rd July 1984 for JD 325, tirst class hotels. thrM 
meals dally, transport by plana between cities, exciting p 
grammes and delightful evenings. 

ECONOMY CLASS TOURS; Moscow- Leningrad -Taim Dr 
(Riga! Kiev, Vlllnos). Fifteen-day tours sterling JunB 10, 19 . 
weekly, for JD 240. 

TOURS TO GREECE AND THE ISLANDS: Seven-day 
lours starting on June 21 , 1084, Btartlng from JD 1 . 


TOURS TO THE FAR EAST: Peking - Shanghai - Canton - 
Hong Kong - Bangkok. Eighteen-day lour starting on 1 et till 1 8th 
July, 1084, for JD 899 Including accommodation at hotels, meals, 
and exciting tour programmes In these oltles. 

TOURS TO AUSTRIA AND POLAND: Several 12-day 
tours (8 days In Vlanna and 7 days In Warsaw a nd Zakobanl ) for J D 
326 Including first class hotels and a delightful tour programme, 
starling 30th June. 

TOURS TO TURKEY; Elgh-day tours starting 281 h June for 
prices starting at JD 1 20. 

Reservations must be confirmed at least 10 days 
before scheduled tours. 


For more Information, 
kindly contact telephone 
no: 687160, branch 125 
Shmelaanl/ Middle Eaat 
Hotel, after Iftar, dally 
from 7:30 - 9:30 p.m. 
Payments by Instalments 
in co-operation with 
Petra Bank. 
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analysis 

Has the sun set on Indira Gandhi’ s rule? 


By Baljil Malik 

AMRITSAR (ONS) — The 1984 massacre 
in Amritsar could well cause l he sun to set 
on Indira's rule in India. 

It was from the Golden Temple that the 
most sustained resistance against the em- 
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crgency was carried out between 1975 
and 1977. With the tragedy enacted in 
Punjab it is goodbye to democracy once 
again for Lhe hardy, enterprising people 
of this state. It will no longer be possible 
for New Delhi lo manage Punjab by civil 
administration and like much of the North 
East. Punjab will be handed over to Lhe 
army. 

In 1947 and then in 1966, the province 
which is Lhe country's granary has been 
cut back to the tiny state it now is. But the 
latest government move to tackle the Pun- 
jab problem can only break the secular 
foundations of Punjabi culture. 11 is a 
measure of the basic humanity of the Pun- 
jabi way of life that there has been little 
strife between Hindus and Sikhs throu- 


The President of India Zall Sing leaving the Golden Temple having Just 
performed prayer In It 


ghoul the crisis of the last three years. 
Now It is on the cards that Hindus could 
become a target in Punjab and that Sikhs 
in the northern Hindi area of Rajasthan, 
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh 
and Bihar will be harassed by Hindu 
mobs. 

The real problem for Indira's India will 
now lie lo handle a determined terrorist 
movement with a worldwide network 
against the two million Sikhs who live 
abroad, but whose spiritual home is the 
Golden Temple. There can be no doubt 
(hat (he assault on the temple will back- 


fire as many more Sikhs will turn to ter- 
rorism lo settle score with the govern- 
ment. 

The Sikhs were the last to come under 
British rule. They spearheaded the most 
militant of the anti-British movements in 
the Twenties and Thirties and now alie- 
nated by Congress misrule, they could 
spell doom for India. 

Mrs Gandhi's policy in Punjab like her 
policy in Kashmir (the only two states in 
India with a non- Hindu majority popula- 
tion) has clearly revealed that emo- 


tionally. if not officially, her party has 
shed its pretentions to secularism. She U 
not prepared to be even- handed by accept- 
ing the growing popularity or regional w. 
litical parties such as the National Confer- 
ence in Kashmir and the Akali Dal in Pun- 
jab. In the Sikh's view, as in (he viewol 
other minorities who constitute almost 
300 million of India’s 700 million people 
Mrs Gandhi is being increasingly seen as a 
Hindu rather than a national leader 
There is perhaps no better evidence of her 
new reiigio- political consciousness than 
her own recent book Eternal India. A 
glossy coffee table compilation printed in 
Switzerland, it has only three photographs 
depicting any aspect of non- Hindu cul- 
ture. 

Eternal India should have been called 
‘Eternal Hindu India’. It is Hindu fun- 
damentalism that now threatens the ten- 
ous secular fabric of Indian society. The 
dividing line between Hindu nationalists 
who constitute the Bhartiya Janata Party 
and the Congress is becoming ever thin- 
ner and there is circumstantial evidence 
to suggest that the Congress-1 and ex- 
tremist Hindu groups have been collabo- 
rating to teach the Sikhs a lesson. This 
has happened in anti- Sikh demonstrations 
and violence in the neighbouring state of 
Haryana as well as the Hindu dominated 
towns and cities in Punjab. 

The government has steadfastly refused 
to come to grips with the principal Sikh 
demands which are, in the main, eco- 
nomic. Instead it has accused the Akali 
party which represents the Sikh peasan- 
try, of treason, secession and religious 
fanaticism. Yet, it was the government 
which groomed and financed Bhindran- 
wale to weaken the Akali hold on the Sikh 
masses. The Congress- 1' s calculations 
were that the state of fear of the Hindus 
could be used to attract Hindu voles in the 
coming general elections and that Punjab 
would be held under police and military 
rule until the Sikhs came into line with 
New Delhi's political perceptions. 

It is a calculation that could eventually 
cost India its present political unity. 


Bhindranwale, terrorist or martyr? F° re igfl command move 

jeopardises guerrilla merger 
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Sikhs fighting with police In New.Delbi after the massacre lit the Golden' Temple 
• in Amritsar. Bhindranwale, the militant Sikh leader (Inset) 
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By .Sbyam Bhatia 

London (ONS) — A martyr's halo seems 
•i likely lo settle on 3 7- year-old Jernaii 
.-'•.Slpgh bhindranwale, the militant Sikh 
-■ leader killed in the Indian army assault on 
pie Golden Temple, Amritsar. 

Bhindranwale came from a Punjab dis- 
tricl called Taxal and was the head of a 
■ wandering missionary group that shuns 
alcohol, tobacco and the eating of meat. 
' He Was married with two children but his 
^family remained in his horiie village. 


■1®' 


: .1 During the last two years he made his 
: -hQmQ. in one of the bullying buildings that 
1 surrounded the Golden Temple, with its 
Pool of Nectar and the Throne of the 
•Timeless One- From- here, apparently 
' protected by religious sanctuary, he ex- 
horted his followers to defy Indian Prime 


\ Minister Indira Gandhi. From (heir side, 

: the ^ Indian 1 authorities accused him of 
’ihiafeterV poinding a series of murders, j 

A When, 1 8 months ago, I was the first 
; Fleet | Street; journalist to Interview him. 


Bhindranwale said It was the government, 
not he, which was responsible for 
violence. 

'Why do the police burn the coaches 
that oarry my disciples? Why do the police 
burn our holy books? If I was guilty of 
murder, why did the police release me 
from custody? Let the prime minister an- 
swer my questions and I will cut my bead 
ofr here and now. 1 

For all his protestations, the Punjab po- 
lice remained convinced that Bhindran- 
wale supporters were responsible for the 
murder of Hindus and of members of an 
apostate Sikh sect, the Nirankaris. . 

Their targets also Included local jour- 
nalists who were seen to write hostile sto- 
ries. One of them, Jagat Singh, editor of a ' 
. sLate- wide string of newspapers, was shot 
dead two years ago fa the city of Jiillun-. 

: dur. His son, Ramesh Chander, ; who took; 
over after 1 his ’father' if death, was gUonfed 


By Paul Ell man In Coata Rica 
and a special correspondent 
in Washington 

A REFUSAL by one group to put Us forces 
under the direct command of US officers 
has become the principal obstacle to a 
merger between the guerrilla movements 
fighting to topple the left wing Sandinista 
regime in Nicaragua. 

The Reagan Administration has been 
pushing for a merger between the 
Honduras- based Nicaraguan Democratic 
Force (FDN), the Costa Rica- based Demo- 
cratic Revolutionary Alliance ( ARDE) and 
the MISURA movement which is made up 
of Miskilo Indians from the Atlantic coast 
of Nicaragua. 

The unity plan is part of efforts to make 
the guerrilla campaign more effective and 
to present a united front against elections 
scheduled in Nicaragua next November. 

Unity talks in recent months were said 
publicly to have foundered over the refu- 
sal by ARDE to join with the FDN unless 
the latter purged Its leadership of el- 
ements associated with the dictatorship 
headed by the late General Anastasio So- 
raoza, who was toppled July, 1979. 

However, ARDE officials said last week 
that a much more important obstacle was 
a demand by the United States that a un- 
ited force should come under the strategic 
direction of a ’Combined General Staff 
made up of officers from the US and Latin 
American countries aiding the campaign 
through the ! Contras’ as the counter- 
- revolutionaries are known. 

An organisational chart made available 
by Orion Pastora, an ARDE spokesman 
,and cousin of the group’s military com- 
mander; Eden Pastora,: reveals that only 
it) . theory would the, united guerrilla 
movement be under the.control of a politi- 
' cal directorate, consisting pf two represen- 



Reagan hears a few ‘Last Truths 


opinion 


By James Reston 

r.cu|NGT0N — “Damn it. Picre,“ 
JhW Reagan said to Prime Ministci 
tSmu of Canada at the summit meeting 
-London the other day. ' ' what do you 
STme to do? We’ll go sit with e.nptv 
Srs to got t hose guys ( the Russians) 
Kklolhe table. 

riit US spokesman who disclosed this 
■ ii did not say whether lhe presidnet 
i-jUd He said the president took off his 
HKses presumably for emphasis, but the 
desman did not report Mr Trudeau's 
rldy or mention the fact that he had sent 
■nute letters to Mr Reagan before the 
Itfion telling him precisely what he 
toijht he should do. 

That is Scene One. Scene Two presents 
liooid Zamyatin, the Kremlin's chief 
•jckesman, rejecting Mr. Reagan's offer 
j resume nuclear arms negotiations at 
>ikvs " without preconditions.” 

to go. said Mr Zamyatin. Mr Reagan's 
I'Kondition was that the US cruise and 
cmlung-2 missiles should remain in Eu- 
:fe while they negotiate, while Mo- 
'»«r s was that its missiles remain lar- 
M on European capitals during the 
"j!h. 

Mr Trudeau, being on his way to re- 
jKinent. which is abouL (he only time 
;;iildents and prime ministers say what 
really believe, thought there was no 
'Jure in these contradictions. He re- 
dded them as a children's quarrel. And 
the father of three sons, he resorted lo 
■it device every parent knows: When 
\iurels get out of hand, change the ques- 

His idea, as I understand it, was (hut 
'i w Washington ond Moscow could not 
ijite lo resume negotiations on nuclear 
wpoos, maybe at least they could agree 
closer their voices, and look around for 
other things they might agree on. 

for example, how to control the dam- 
forget about the Olympics in Los 
%lcs and the talks in Geneva, keep the 
wal exchanges between the superpow- 
w going, and at (east freeze the villain- 
)j s propaganda since freezing weapons 
jnouiofthc question in the foreseeable 
mire. 


The problem now is (hat Washington 
and Moscow, having installed a sophis- 
ticated communications “hot line” 
never use it. 

But it is not true that this dialogue of 
the deaf has to continue, which was Mr 
Trudeau s point. He thought there were 
some ways to talk around the corner. 


r j,. ±4 




Ronald Reagan 


For example, while the Russians refuse 
lo talk about land- and sea-based nuclear 
weapons, they are apparently eager lo talk 
about keeping the arms race out of outer 
space. 

Joe Kingsbury Smith of the Hearst pap- 
ers, who believes you gather more news 
with your brains than your legs, sent 
some questions recently to the Soviet 
leader. Konstantin U Chernenko, asking 
whether the Soviet Union banned all nu- 
clear talks or was willing lo discuss the 
militarization or outer space. 

Mr Chernenko, or somebody else, prob- 
ably Foreign Minister Andrei Gromyko, 


replied that a pact on banning anli- 
salellilc weapons should be negotiated 
“without delay.” The answer from Mo- 
scow added: “Tomorrow may be too 
late.” 

You can take this as an offer or a trick. 
But even so. if Mr Reagan is as eager as 
he says to get Moscow back to the table, 
here is a possible chance to break (he ne- 
gotiating deadlock. 

it is hard lo imagine that nuclear talks 
can start about outer space without dis- 
cussing the nuclear problem on land, 
where the outer space weapons come 
from, but the White House is so wary of 
the Russians and vice versa that some- 
times they will not even lake “yes" for 
an answer.. 

It is odd that Mr Reagan asked the 
prime minister “What would you have me 
do?” Mr Trudeau came to Washington 
last December and had a long talk with the 
president. He told Mr Reagan that he 
should be proud of his efforts to shore up 
the alliance and the free -market system. 
But what the president had not done, Mr 
Trudeau insisted, was lo coin muni cate his 
commitment to peace and to the peaceful 
settlement of disputes in Central Ameri- 
can or in lhe Middle East. And the stale- 
male between the United States and the 
Soviet Union was beginning to frighten 
the world. 

He repeated these observations to Mr 
Reagan in private letters on 7 May and 28 
May, and at the same time wrote to Mr 
Chernenko on the “mutuality of secur- 
ity", the impossibility of nuclear war, the 
importance of “crisis management" and 
the dangers of trying to destabilize other 
countries, or counting on the economic 
collapse of the West, and finally of ex- 
tending the nightmare of nuclear confron- 
tation into outer space. 

At least Mr Trudeau made a good try. 
The last inning of his 1 6 years in office 
may have been his best, even if he struck 
out. Some of us think he was good friend. 

We liked his crusty arrogance and the 
rose In his lapel. He gave us his truth as 
he saw it, even if we did not always like 
it. 

The New York Times 
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The political directorate would be bea- 
med in on one side by the * combined B 
eral starr and on the other by anothfr 
body consisting of foreign civilians * 
in Spanish as patrocinadorcs, merajy 
'sponsors', who would determine incp^ 
litical strategy of the united force. 

The day-to-day operation oi the J -j 
which has now spread Into six pro -.j 
in northern Nicaragua would be in 
hands of a ‘joint general staf |, rlhvt h e , 
would apply the strategies drawn UPJ7 . ;j 
foreign officers on the 'combined generw , 
staff. ' . ‘ 

‘Strategic decision-making will [J 
the hands of foreigners, P®* 10 ™ A onE‘s 
ding that this was unacceptable to Any ^ 
military leadership which .pride® 

its nationalism' and regards the J ^ ( 
tas as having betrayed the NicarWiia^ ( 
volution by turning their country 
Soviet satellite. .uJ 

’We understand that the ^ orfli A n B e %un- 
be professional soldiers from ^ 

tries helping the struggle, «« othef 
His remarks were confirmed ojr, 
Contra sources familiar with tn g 
negotiations and indirectly by ^ 

litical leader, Alfonso Robejo, wne , 
firmed last week: ‘ We will never 
ders from foreigners.’ 

And in Washington, the housj 1 
ate intelligence committees 
the director of the Centra l to* 

Agency; William Casey, to appe« ^ 
plore allegations that the OA *^ e( j |9 
more than the S24 mBlum a ^2ast 
Congress for covert activities 08 
caragua’s Sandinista governmen ■ 

The two committees, whiph 
closed sessions on Wednesday, . 
Casey to go over allegations ^ 

has overdrawn its NIouMW ‘ 
has juggled figures p M 

qearet operations of. the Contra m 



jJJJ P lane . was cruising to end the 
Us m yJ ourn ey to Kuwait my mind 
moroughly occupied with thoughts 
mm- .2 . hu B® Jordanian- Palestinian 

5*2 ln KuwaiL 1 tru *y a " d cor - 

•Ssbn n ?if a l ed that on lh ‘ s particular 
Kjarnif nn Sha ^ s ^ different denotations 

«Sh •*»?*“!■ - is “Jordanian" from 

toflneri n,,» ■ e j n * an " must have by now 
fcto insio«- a n^ dwindled down to com- 
1 P' < ^ anc ° * This was exactly 

Ja evennv! 'u d and 801 more sure about. 
'* J ■ mome nt 1 spent on that 

Journey in Kuwait. ' 

j Ifind Jordanian- Palestini- 


Recently in Kuwait 


wL solule ly indifferent lo- 
Nan K.? 8 ,L fillher J°rdanian or Pales- 
I^t they h«H Were also deeply sorry 

i been so naive as to indulge 


0660 so naive as to indulge 
tflcKlgg ln an y thoughts about such 

■ '*n 1 

•« t ^ ne ’ • a man i'rom the 
or ‘ Ibbin ln the a j- 

thai -if 11 P 60 ? 1 ® from our vill- 
H 0 a!r OUr f nei8hbours in Ibillain 

&^ProdiiJf l t for tbe sale °f the ’ r 
rmSSii F ^ ora ^ a ii’® Ihey returned 
of P urch ases ranging 
J'ljnj fuii lr 0rnaments for the children 
^Uiptioti° r ^? 8 ? table ® hee for home 
Sffl2'H?^ heard of Haifa jokes 
modes of dress. ■ Be- 
^^rjoui v ? n, o y e k neW about Haira and 
S> kn owietf«J^§?? r or district tenfold 
°J Varak in Southern Jor- 
.fiK-'iiJPdradS of miles tb the 
.of ; a n v vi J jpj • h ®d no economic 
^^o-rfay besi remembra- 


: dur. His son, Ramesh Chander,; who took; cal directorate, consisting of two rehresen- 1 secret operations of. the wnu* .,'i % 

.over after 1 his ’father’s dpath, was gOnhW;;. tatiyes: from : ART®., '.the FDN and -the' f Nicaragua!. ■ : *■; .. iv : - u -N AiiSsllJj ^nrmadtl? » 


" ■ Hebroh. . in the West 

: the (meantime that ci- 

surrounding yin- : 


ages needed few hours only to cross the 
Jordan on primitive bridges to reach 
either Karak or the Safi Ghor new agricul- 
tural zone. IT they had chosen to travelto 
Acre they would require threefold the 
time lo reach Karak. 

A Saltite, whose appearance easily be- 
trayed the state of opulence he enjoyed in 
Kuwait said: "Do you keep patient If l 
started to narrate to you how five of my 
family’s members were martyred in Pales- 
tine during the interval from T 936 to 
1954. Do you think that I easily allow 
anybody to claim that he is more than me 
interested in. the purification of our Pales- 
tinian soil from all the filth of Zionism/ 

Yet for all the exultation I felt in the un- 
ified thoughts and attitudes of our 
Jordanian- Palestinian community in Ku- 
wait. I was really sorry lo notice the ab- 
sence of any communal organization ot 
the big community. There is nothing col- 
lective where an individual hardship could 
be shouldered by supporting friends or in- 
stitutions. . 

• The Jordanian- Palest! nlan subject in 
Kuwait is called upon to sacrifice for 
national causes, but there is nothlng on 
the other end to support an individual by 
the community. Of late there has been ap- 
pointed a labour attache in the Jordanian 
embassy. This can be taken as Indicator of 
a new approach towards ^e affairs of 
Jordan- Palestine communities in the. 

Golf. •, ■. -r . ; 

The' thing! is that there are truly. tgojj- 

sands of our people who would want to be 
W^eSd b^Wdahian passports of ion- 
Sr dumtipn than the; one year temporary 
ivesMl Most of those can categorically 
prove their belonging; and fidelity. Mean- 


while many of them are quite well-to-do 
and a good number are millionaires. 

They have all expressed their happiness 
with the recently modified laws for the 
encouragement of investment in Jordan. 
“What if they only remove obstacles fac- 
ing the implementation of our desire lo 
live in the country where we invest our 
life-long savings?" they would ask you. 

Various examples were also offered 
where Jordan- Palestinian nationals had to 
accept situations which they would have 
been spared if there was a Jordanian per- 
manent mission. It is no secret to say that 
various individual expatriates have Tallen 
victim to land agent bubblers who recei- 
ved high amounts of money for lands in 
Jordan, which, being so far-away from 
any township, were not worth more than 
a fraction of the money they were cheated 
to pay. 

One would have even gone so far in tol- 
erance as to say that what a Jordanian or 
Palestinian national may lose to another 
national of his own country may not be 
money lost for the country itself. It just 
passed from one hand to another though 
illegally. But the real loss lies in the fact 
that many a good citizen with excellent 
academic and technical training have been 
made to drop for good their national ci- 
tizenship and choose especially the Am- 
erican citizenship just because they were 
dismayed by experiences such as those 

■ above 1 described. ; 

It is universally admitted In Jordan that 
expatriates constitute a major ipoome fac- 
tor for Jordan. Is it not high time there- 
fore to look after this factor ip such a why 
es ^0 (ensure its. continuity? 


Unholy 
alliance (1) 


LAST SATURDAY, black South Afri- 
cans commemorated the riots of 
Sowcio which took place on 16 June, 

1 976. Five hundred people, many of 
them schoolchildren, were killed in 
clashes with while South African riot 
police. The dead has been mourned 
each June 16 since 1976. Many blacks 
marked the day by staging away from 
work, lhe Soweto unrest in 19/6 was 
sparked by the government's insis- 
tence that black pupils be taught some 
subjects in Afrikaan, the language of 
the Dutch- descended ruling whites. 

The issue provoked the anger of 
black South Africans, and brought be- 
fore the world's attention the perilous 
situation of blacks under South Afri- 
ca's apartheid system of racial segre- 
gation. It also sheds some light on the 
black's lack of say in politics and ex- 
clusion from the country’s bountiful 
resources. 

The United Nations also has marked 
16 June of each year as the Inter- 
national Day or Solidarity with Black 
South Africans. The UN- affiliated eco- 
nomic committee for West Asia has 
published a declaration of solidarity 
with the oppressed people of South 
Africa in which it stressed the UN's 
commitment to the basic ideals of its 
charier ln protecting human rights and 
| in eliminating all forms of racial dis- 
crimination. The declaration also 
called on all freedom-loving people to 
help black South Africans regain their 
freedom. 

It is doubly important for us — Arabs 
— to try to understand the history and 
present suffering of black South Afri- 
cans. For one thing, we have always 
been on the side of the oppressed and 
down- trodden. But. more importantly, 
in offering aid, understanding and sup- 
port for the people of South Africa, we 
are indeed helping ourselves and ad- 
vancing our own causes. 

For a vital link and a most deplorable 
co-operation do exist between the two 
racist governments in South Africa and 
in Israel. The Zionist state and the 
apartheid state have, over the years, 
reached an advanced stage of co- 
operation in various fields. And It is 
the duty of our writers and thinkers lo 
expose the horrible proportions of Ibis 
“unholy alliance”. I, therefore, found 
it quite an ominous sign that the occa- 
sion of the International Day of Soli- 
darity with the Black People of South 
Africa was ‘ not raised by any of our 
writers or columnists. 

Consequently, 1 will attempt tb ex- 
pose ln a series of two articles the vari 
ous dimensions of co-operation be- 
tween the two racist states. 1 will pri- 
marily deal with co-operation in these 
fields; economy, industry and arms, 
and politics. 

A large number of Israeli companies 
capitalize on the cheap labour and open 
market of South Africa. Israel Shahak, 
chairman of the Israeli League for Hu- 
man and Civil Rights, points out the 
exteilsive dimensions of economic and 
other co-operation between the two 
racist states in his book Israel's global 
role which was published as an A AUG 
special report in 1982 and which was 
censored in Israel. Professor Shahak 
maintains that black-listed South 
Africa uses Israel's membership in the 
ECM < European Common Market) as a 
springboard to the lucrative European 
and American markets. 
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Mercator, the world we’ve always known 


The Peters' short, fat version play with our world 
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Short and fat? how dare they suggest it ! 


By Angus McGill 

ON THE left is our good old friend the 
Mercator projection. This is the map 
of the world we have known all our 
lives. It is as familiar as our own 
faces in a mirror, it is, surely, the 
world as it is. 

Bui wail. On the right you see a challen- 
ger. This is the Peters projection, a new 
map of the world, and look at it. A huge 
elongated Africa. A little stumpy Europe. 
Russia and Canada squashed along the 
top, hardly any Greenland and nothing 
looking its old self at all. 

Cantlons 

The Peters projection is the work of a 
German historian called Arno Peters and 
he and his supporters are giving old Merc- 
ator an increasingly bad time. 

That old map gets all the shapes and dis- 
tances wrong, they say. The world isn’t 
like that at all and the world's map- 
makers, the most conservative and cau- 
tious of men, have to admit that Ihey have 
something here. 

Mercator was a genius of course, but he 
did make his map 400 years ago and it has 
hardly changed. His great achievement 
was to get the round world down on a flat 
bit of paper and he did this so well that his 
map has been in active use ever since. 
The world's sailing charts are still based 
on the Mercator projection. 

The method be used, , though, had its 
drawbacks. The map, accurate at ihe equ- 


ator, gets increasingly distorted as you ap- 
proach the poles with most curious re- 
sults. 

So little Greenland, 2. 1 million square 
kilometres, appears several limes as big 
as China with its 9.S million square ki- 
lometres. The Soviet Union looks bigger- 
than the whole Afro- Asian world. II is, in 
fact, smaller than Africa alone. And 
Scandinavia looks huge, much bigger than 
India. India, in fact, is three times as big 
as Scandinavia. 

Outskirts 

Later projections have long- since been 
putting these things right but Peters has 
another objection to Mercator and to most ' 
of the map-makers who followed him. 

Their maps, Peters points out, are 
centred on Europe. There we are, big and, 
confident, right in the middle. Other 
lesser continents, reduced in size, hover 
respectfully on the outskirts. 

Atlases, he says, make things worse by 
giving double page spreads to small Eu-' 
ropean countries like Switzerland, while 
big African countries Uke Cameroun, 1 0 
times the size, don't get a map or their 
own at all. 

There Is a name for this. It Is, say Dr 
Peters and hiB group, a Eurocentristic 
concept of the world. You can tell they 
don* I think much of that.. 

There is nothing Eurocentristic about 
Dr Peters’ new map you may be sure. 

First things first, Ihe equator runs right 
across the middle. Mercator pul his two 
thirds of the way down. 


Next is a system that shows countries 
in proportion to their relative sizes. This, 
apparently, means a much bigger Africa 
and a much smaller most other places. 
Doesn't this make the map a touch 
Afrocentristic? Africa certainly domi- 
nates the new map but then. Dr Peters 
would presumably say, that's Africa. 

The Third World, naturally enough, is 
very keen on the Peters projection and it 
has powerful support in the old world too. 

The World Council of Churches uses it 
as does Christian Aid, and there are 
church wall maps, pocket maps, posters 
and colour slides. One of these wallmaps 
hangs in. the Vatican and Dr Peters sends 
out a picture of the Pope consulting it. 

Unicef is distributing millions of copies 
in many languages and in the last few 
months quite a few London schools have 
started using it. The ILEA geography in- 
spectorate is said to be broadly in favour. 

Not everyone likes il, though. The 
Russians won't be too pleased and the 
Scandinavians are said to be hoping mad 
and you can imagine what the 50,000 ci- 
tizens of Greenland think. One day they 
are bigger than South Africa. The next 
they are a sort of sliver. As if il wasn't 
bad enough already in the Arctic circle. 

Great Britain, shorter and tubbier on Dr 
Peters’ map, is being rather cool. Dr Pet- 
ers Is also not pleased. He has pointed out 
that on the Continent 55 editions of his 
map have been published and more than 
20 million copies sold but an English ver- 
sion is st ill not readily on sale. 


When one arrives il will not. I think, be 
published by the long- established and 
highly respected house of George Philip. 

• ' All maps on flat pieces of paper have 
to be lies because the world is round." 
says Mr Bill Willett, Philip's cartographic 
editor. “But most map projections make 
happy compromises. Peters* compromises 
are not at all happy. . . . 

Mr Willett accepts that the map gets the 
relative sizes of the countries right but 
says that this is something that roap- 
inakers have been doing- for at least 80 
years. 

His complaint is that other things are 
wrong. Dr Peters has achieved his ends o> 
stretching the latitudinal scale in one 
direction and compressing it in another. 

“No self-respecting conservative carto- 
grapher would have this," he sRys 
all the trendy people want it. I 8*1 
worried when I see all this stuff arm- 
ing.’’ 

And he indicates a pile of publicity mat- 
erial in various languages piled on 
desk. 

But I want to know ir the shapes*" 
right. I don't mind so much about Or«n 
land, and the Swedes can look after them 
selves, but is Britain really short ana 
like that? 

Less chips and an early 
that is clearly what the Peters proj 
is suggesting. 

(London Express Servlet) 


Cropland or wasteland? — a second chance 


. By Dr Moatafa K Tolba 

NAIROBI — Seven years ago, 94 
• nations met here and agreed on a 
' "plan of action'* to stop good land 
from turning to wasteland around thp 
world. 

. , There are no signs that we are winning 
. the war against the spread of desert-like 
conditions; the goal set at the 1977 UN 
Conference on Desertification (UNCOD) 
to stop dosertification by the turn of the 
:century is now an unrealistic target. 

UNCOP was held . with the appalling 
scenes of starvation and destruction in 
{he' i968>73 Sahel drought fresh In our 
' minds. This .year we face a. new, more 
widespread drought. Scenes of famine in' 
' Ethiopia, Botswana, Morocco and Mo- 
zambique; dried up dams in West Africa 
and slaughtered livestock in Australia 
have once again shown the vulnerability 
of people living in the world's drylands. 

UNCOD, -hailed as one of the best scien- 
tifically prepared UN conferences, 
showed that drought is the crisis point in 
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ah underlying, long-term problem — des- 
ertification — caused by too many people 
trying to get too much from too fragile 
land. When we cope with desertification, 
we can cope with drought. 

. But we are not coping. Some six million 
hectares ( 1 5 million acres) of productive 


land are irretrievably lost each year to 
desertification, and the economic produc- 
tivity of, 21 million more hectares (52 


million. acres) — an area larger than Sene- 
gal — is heavily impaired. 

The cost in lost agricultural production 
in not. stopping desertification by the turn 
of the century will be about $420 bilUoii. • 

. Stopping it would cost $4.5 billion a 
year — $70 billion by the year 2000 — as 
opposed to the estimated $15,000 billion! 
which ftill be spent over that ^period on 
the arms race to' destroy the planet's |ife 
support system. Money invested pgalnsL 
desertification can produce ’ low,, though 
- largely isecure/ returns over the decades,- ;. 

But the special mabhinbry set lip by thft : 
General Assembly to mobilise fuhqs .for; 
Ibis struggle has raised only S26 •million. 
In four years, 25 per cent of its Target, y 


Such balance sheets do not take into ac- 
count the suffering of the 850 million 
people whose livelihoods are now consid- 
ered at direct risk. The number of rural 
people living in severely affected areas 
has Increased from 57 million in 1977 to 
135 million today. 

Nor does It reckon other effects such as 
loss of genetic resources; Increase in at- 
mospheric dust, with its as yet unknown 
effects on global climate; disruption of 
natural water recycling processes and loss 
of markets. Desertification can cause so- 
cial and political breakdowns which des- 
tabilise nations and threaten our tehdous 
global security. . 

. The world’s governments have before 
them, through the, UN General Assembly, 
.a report introducing a. range of sugges- 
tions, including the setting up of a trust 
'fund financed from gold sales' by the 
International Monetary, ' Fund and 1 the ' 
creatioii of kp “independent financial 
corporation" 1 — both of which would 'not 
only provide! (he additional resources so 
desperately needed, ’ hut would . malce. 
. payn&nts . more autatpatic and predict- 

abl^.'allQwng, realistic planning. 


A two-year assessment by the 1 
ronment Programme or the 
desertification suggests that the f _ 
headline in a Western newspaper 
“March of Deserts Unstoppable r 
least premature. We have turn i o _ j 
enough evidence to show that- P • g 
motivated people can stop the 
wastelands. • .'-i 

In India's Gujarat state, hundreds 

thousands of villagers have beenp ' • j« 

trees in successful society fJJ- 
work. In. Ethiopia, f s irn|ii 

Work programme has involved ^ 
numbers in soil terracing and wai. re- 
servation schemes. > y'VL 

- But overall, both the Hch^pnd • ■ 
nations have invested far loo muc yn 
nical and financial assistance jn 8 
-piece projects and measures aim JjJaJ 
peasing the more politically 
urban populations. A he w wW 
i help the rural poor — djio id 
drylands tend to be ; politically- i ' 
would undoubtedly encourage the e 
mbnt assistance agencies to. cn " n “,-y 
priorities too.. - , : j-Sv d.' 
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Cairo holds on to its golden past 
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* Mermen keep their faith In the Nile 


IF YOU ever find yourself 
in Cairo with an hour to 
spare and the urge to 
explore. . . . 

Text and photos 
by Osama El-Sherif 

HIRE A small motorboat and ask the driver 
to* take you around Al-Gezira island. Most 
probably you will take your boat in front of 
the Nile Hilton or the Meridian hotel on the 
East side of the river, which looks today like 
a riverside of any Western city with its high 
buildings, fly overs and wide highways and 
intersections. 

But on the opposite side of the river is Giza 
and there Cairo re-lives its golden past through 
,what has been left to stand by the bank of the 
Nile. 

As your small boat passes under one bridge af- 
ter another and approaches Al-Gezira, with its 
famous Cairo tower, Al-Ahli club premises and 
the fabulous Marriott hotel occupying most of 
the area, you begin to feel and see the lost gran- 
deur of Cairo. There on Al-Gezira banks are 
beautiful old villas and mansions which stand 
challenging the natural elements. British, Ita- 
lian, German and French styles of architecture 
can still be recongnized. What magnificant gar- 
dens there are; Lush, thick with vegetation, and 
cool while Cairo boils under June's summer 
heat. 

Now your boat begins to turn westwards as you 
reacli the end of the island’s northern tip. A 
small, thick bamboo forest marks the islands last 
frontier and as you come closer to the bamboo 
forest the croaking of frogs becomes more har- 
monious and steady. Then as you get your first 
glimpse of the western bank of the Nile and of 
the island you realize that you have entered the 
prefect scene of Cairo of the 1920s. 

Noble houseboats 

I thought it was a large parking lot for house- 
boats; old, historical and eVen collapsing house- 
boats. 

The houseboats are owned by rich and middle- 
income people. Many feel it is better to own 
one old, deteriorating houseboat in this area 
than a new villa in Ma'adi. I don’t know if it is 
nostalgia, old-fashioned feelings or prestige — 
and it is a source of prestige in Cairo to say that 
you own an Awama.or houseboat. 

This spot also marks the beginning of West 
Cairo’s shanty towns, low-income neighbou- 
rhoods and what Egyptians call “popular 
areas". Here the Nile is not beautiful or roman- 
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An ageless look 

tic, it is essential to life. Its waters are used for 
washing, cooking, drinking, transporation, fish- 
ing and living on. The Nile provides fish for 
those who still believe that the river can yield 
edible meat though it also receives the waste of 
the surrounding neighbourhoods. 

Now the island is cut in two unequal parts by 
two bridges: the 6 October Bridge and Qasr Al 
Nil Bridge with the new Sheraton occupying the 
southern tip of Al-Gezira and the old Sheraton 
standing opposite it on the Western bank. By 
now your boat has left that world of ancient 
times behind and is back where it started, facing 
the new buildings, rich suburbs, modern hotels 
and brand new Nile steamers that Cairo as a 
modern city offers its visitors. 










lie Cairo of laxary hotels aad skyscrapers Is Jast * 

; heyood the ao^t bridge. ‘ ' | • 

: , THE JERUSALEM STAR / 2 1 \ 


... , 'K j 








m 

I, :■ ii 


i ii 


}■ ■ - 'ti 
"!!< 


r. •, 

f.v riff 


■MS 




A son of Madaba wins success in London 


‘Every day there is a new horizon’ 


By Najwa Kefay 

Spuciai cu flic Star 

“MY JOURNEY from the modest, 
suburban town of Madaba to London, 
one of the most developed, sophis- 
ticated cities of the world, was a very 
interesting one. with all its challen- 
ges and competitions,'' said Nadim 
Sawaiha in an interview with The Star 
at his home in Upper Norwood. Lon- 
don. a hilly area very similar to Jabal 
Amman. 

It is far easier Lo succeed in one's own 
environment, than to struggle lo find a 
way through a completely, alien culture. 
To reach people who arc different from 
one's own in every aspect except for (heir 
basic humanity, is a very difficult, if not 
an impossible task. Ycl, despite these ob- 
stacles, the young but ambitious, Nadim 
Sawaiha, a simple country man from Ma- 
daba decided 20 years age lo leave his 
small town and go to England to study, 
and to grasp what the world had to offer 
him. It was a brave step although he was 
supported by his family, and especially his 
remarkable mother. Julia. 

Nadim went to London In 1 955 , went to 
college and took his Diploma in Drama 
and Education, aftor which he worked for 
the SBC as a script writer and producer of 
plays. “That was when I met my wife. 
Roberta." Nadim says, “she was my se- 
cretary then." 

He says always had in mind to come 
back home, “1 made many attempts, the 
first of which was with my wife and 
daughters, four years after I joined the 
BBC. 1 came here and worked at the Min- 
istry of Information, and trained most of 
the present television actors.' 

* * But Nadim Sawaiha had greater hopes 
and bigger ambitions, he wanted more 
from life than was offered to him here in 
Jordan, so he went back to England. He 
was still hoping he could come back one 
day and help to train Jordanian actors in 
proper acting shools, and to supervise 
talented actors, “but lo come back as an 
actor, it is totally impossible," he says. 

“I'd like very much to create a theatre 
company In Jordan, one that springs from 
the heart of the country, but I have to 
wait- Tor the right conditions," he adds. 

Uncle Hoja 

On the other hand Nadim Is doing a lot 
for Jordan, while he Is In England, al- 
though many Jordanians may not even 
know of it. His latest achievement is a 
series of ten, seven minute animated 
shorts called “Uncle Hoja Goes West". 
They feature a genial Bedouin who goes to 


•see the wonders of the Western civilisa- 
tion. 

“The scries is an expression of my own 
confrontation with European culture. Us- 
ing animation was easier than using 
either live action or a play", says Nadim. 
Me says he would like lo establish the 
character as a spokesman for his coun- 
trymen. 

The series went to the Cannes festival 
and has been shown on local English sta- 
tions as well us foreign television sta- 
tions. Altogether the series took two and 
a hair years to complete as Nadim had to 
finance the project from (he commercials 
produced by his graphics and animation 
company, “Alfaris Films", which nor- 
mally specializes in producing commer- 
cials. 

Nadim is also well-known as an actor in 
England and has played parts in films, 
television series and on stage. He says he 
was switched recently from drama lo 
graphics because he believes that when he 
and his countrymen come lo Europe they 
owe it lo themselves to gain as much ex- 
pertise in as many areas as possible. - 

Film roles 

As an actor Nadim is usually given the 
role of a foreigner, mainly Indians. "I 
love playing these roles," he says, “be- 
cause, the actor has to educate himself 
about the culture and background of the 
role he is playing and 1 find the Indian 
culture most interesting and fascinat- 
ing." He has now perfected the role so 
well that he beat 12 other actors for the 
role of Mumlaz, in the English Comedy, 
“Sorry I am a stranger here myself with 
Robin Bailey, Pamela Manson. and Chris- 
topher Fulford. 

Anotner of his international roles was 
as the Egyptian director of the Egyptian 
Museum in the “The Awakening" with 
Charlton Heston. He also played the role 
of B.A. Mehta in Brian’s Thompson’s 
“Turning Over.” 

Nadim Sawaiha' s future plan is to get 
more involved in film production, al- 
though he maintains his primary aim of 
wanting to become a better actor. 

’ ‘ I have just started lo gain the parts I 
like to play, recently, after a very long 
wait. In this country where the competi- 
tion is so great and where efficient good 
quality actors are available in big num- 
befST an actor has Lo be very patient and 
work hard, to achieve his aim. This is why 
the Jordanian actors progress very slowly, 
simply because they limit themselves to 
television. They want lo become over 
night stars without going through the nor- 
mal stages of growth. 



living 


Nadim Sawaiha and Charlton Heston in ‘The Awakening'. 
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‘Unde Hoja goes West’ 

“Working in England, ” Nadim contin- 
ues, “one doesn't suffer from boredom. 
There isn't a point of satisfaction where 
one sits down and say I've reached my 
goal. Every day there is a new horizon. 
The more you do, the more you want." 
And with his “Alfaris Films", company, 
he keeps all members of his family busy. 
His three artist- daughters Nadim, Julia' 
and Dina who also studied acting, help In 
the art work for the advertisements and 
even appearing in them. His wife’s help 


Unde Hojas coming to tom. 
in fus flowing desert gown. 

He has stories, tales galore, 
he's the Unde we adore. 

Unde Hojas flying west, 
his adventures are the BEST I 


where secretarial work is needed — is 
also very much appreciated. "We think 
that working as a team brings the family 
together and can be more productive » 
well," he says. 

And, despite his Ions stay in EMImJ 
Nadim Sawaiha retains his feelings for ms 
native land "I am a Jordanian wnoj*' 
longs to Jordan," he says, "a person i» 
to belong strongly to his country, I*®** 
if the root is not strong, the branch 
never strong. " 


The tireless heart of Cuban dance 


By Marla-Elent Hurtado 

THE CONTRADICTIONS of great art 
could scarcely be more clearly ex- 
pressed.. Mafia Celias epitomised the 
artist doomed by greatness: universal 
acclaim, a personal fortune — yet a 
tormented, sometimes lonely and 
self- destructive existence. The rein- 
carnation of the prima donna, playing 
out her life, passion and death to rap- 
turous audiences, is the transcendent 
Cuban prima ballerina assoluta, Ali- 
cia Alonso, a living legend at 6.1 . 

La Diva, a new creation of the National 
Ballet of Cuba, was performed in May at 
London's Dominion Theatre. For the age- 
less Alicia It is the latest In a scries of 
triumphs that have spanned half a cen- 
tury: critics say she remains the accom- 
plished and charismatic dancer who capti- 
vated balletomanes in hpr performance 
for the' American Ballet Theatre in the' 
1 940's and l?50*s. V . 

* She has the attributes of Renaissance 
figure, winning equal praise as ballerina 
and choreographer — and pouring the rest 


of her energy into building Cuba’s first 
rate ballet school. 

“The moment you achieve fame, you 
cease to belong to yourself’ , she. says. 
“And when you feel you are part of- the 
people, life becomes really beautiful" , 

Slim and In remarkable physical shape, 
Alicia Alonso has an expressive, angular 
face, the effect accentuated. by her habit 
of wearing a scarf tightly knotted at the 
back of her neck. She speaks with her 
whole body — her arms reach out, her 
hands speak her heart and mind. 

She is naturally expressive but that is 
only pSrt of her secret. Hard work, disci- 
pline and dedication have taken to the 
top. Although on a hectic tour — she. 
spends an average of six months a year 
outside Cuba — she never misses daily ex- 
ercises and training. She takes classes 
and rehe arses stringently > before perfor- 
mances, she says., 

, - She has also, won a battle against physi- 
cal adVerslty. About the ’time' she joined 
the American Ballet Theatre of New York 
she suffered a de latched retina. $he was 
warned that she could lose her eyesight if 
she went on dancing. She has had |en ma- 


jor eve operations in forty years and the 
warnings have become more urgent. But 
sbe will not give up. 


“My vocation, my ideal in life is ballet, 

1 dance because I like it, not because 1 
aspired to be a great star. Ballet is a part 
of me, it keeps- me alive," she said during 
our interview in a London hotel. As if 
suddenly aware that she was being too 
self-centred,. she added: “Dance is a part 
of me, but the achievements of the 
National Ballet of Cube are more far- 
reaching; they are a contribution to our 
country and to the world.” 

She is the Inspiring mother of the 
National Ballet. In 1 948 \ she founded her 
own ballot company, Cuba’s first. ■ She 
kept it going using the money from her 
continuing career in the US to finance.her 
school. In 1956 during (he bloody dicta- 
torship of. Fulgencio Batista, Bhe ieft the 
Island. In protest, but promptly returned 
after the revolution in 195?. It Was then 
that. the National Ballet was born: The 
fledgling Castro government backed it 
with gusto. This most exclusive art. ceased 
to be, tlje preserve of eilltes and became, 


as Alicia says, “an embodinw , 
artistic culture of the people ■ r 
years of darkness for the arts 
tiata, “It was like telling a corps ^ 

up and live”. 

Blockade h 

For the first five years after the i ^ 
tion, Alicia and her Cuban belle! iwr . 
tims of the economic and cultorai 
ade. The prima ballerina was bann « . ^ 
entering the US where she had won ( 
our. But excellence won the ooy, , , 
1964 she and her company 
international comeback. Two ye ^ g 
she won France’s highest a war 
Grand Prix de la VllJe de Paris. 


By Valerie Grove 

"WHEN I am 80," says Miss 
Stumer Godden, “I am going to 
be wonderful. ** She is only 76 as 
>tt but is practising hard. 

She looks the part of that in- 
fcrtruciible breed: small, white- 
hired and precise. * * People al- 
*iys think ! am going to be 
•wet," she says, “and, of 
tome, I am not sweet at all. 
Hey are deceived." She laughs. 

Her industriousness is a lesson 
5 u * Howard Spring re- 
newed her first best-seller, 
Jack Narcissus in 1939 and 
‘w® then her output has been 
MMinuous, with another new 
Wei last month. Her works gel 
Aimed, adapted for TV 
rjw Greengage Summer, The 
22* House, Fireworks for El- 
Whi Rumer Godden' s stories 
** everywhere. 

oSm. lal ^ st nove ** Thursday's 
set in a ballet school 
ll Y* distinction: its chief 
“When I told 
VUDh tt was going to 
sa * d . Thank 

IlirHiSiH » me S ^ e was ra ’ 

Buu ][? ? f the books about 
“““ ^Is in while tutus.” 

JSf It many other unusual 
M rir ms a child of the 
were four Godden 
towmn^ n ’.£ umer ' Nancy and 
cSj ”2^* 1 am 8lad my par- 

Ruma^' QOt sens *W«.” says 

Parents would have 
sent u. S? Ul t ln Deeding and 

ll Ch °° L , Inalead ’ my 

Races pU 00 * us to different 

« •tffir ar# . so trekked 

hmoS iS ? l * alwaya living in 
mtf d r ,H access ib]e places 
yacht fatlle r could sail his 

the ™ i d 2 dn T h 8 ° t0 schoo] 

catur 3S-, 1 1 There were no 
'M: TO"* just the God- 


She and heir group won it M 
1970, the first time the art*® 
twice to one person. 

Great schools 

Ini five centuries of ballet, /fjSSil * 
identified six or seven gw RiH* 
dance; the Italian, Frencb^DjQritf 
iap, English, Soviet and NW® ^ 
Now the Cuban school Joins 
guished club. 


"' the ane or i o Vk awiwl 
ester pHSi, 1 1 .There were no 
>st the God- 
: Godfc,, halcyon." Rumer 
1 n^h Bronte- like 

ji Vphy JuiSht* h8d hef aUl °" 

hSfcjSj after a grand- 
or RuJ? s e,ther to be Har- 
and she was de- 
“I've never 
^Sslimp L, ! he says; Those 

have read her 

• umer Godden was 

i!,p s he insisted 
’ 5E^ Ce ■ ??? living when 

yhXi did so. 

Sn a ? d her aider 
and taught 


not only nice little' Europeans, 
and nice little Indians, but Eura- 
sians too. 

“My dear father always used 
to say to whatever, I wanted to 
do, don't." It was the same 
when she decided to write a story 
around the nun’s grave she had 
found in the Himalayas: he said, 
don’t. “Nobody will read it," he 
said. 

That was Black Narcissus. 
When it came out, she had taken 
her mother to the theatre in Lon- 
don. and there they saw a banner 
outside Foylcs: Black Narcissus 
by Rumer Godden. When they 
got home her father said va- 
guely, yes there had been rather 
a lot of telegrams and phone 
calls. In America the book sold 
out within four days and made 
her a lot of money. 

Abandoned 

' ‘ Everyone wanted to know 
how, having made all this 
money, I was penniless, literally 
penniless, after the war." She 
still does not wish to say exactly, 
because it would* discredit her- 
first husband, now dead, from 
whom she parted. He was a 
stockbroker, and left many debts 
which she undertook to pay. 

That is why she took her two 
little girls back to India for the 
war, technically an abandoned 
family, to Jive near Srinagar in 
Kashmir, beautiful but lonely. 

* ' 1 decided the only way to face 
it out was to live very simply. I 
lived like an Indian peasant and 
was very glad I did. ' 

"Two things I am very glad 
about," she says. “I am glad I 
was a really bad young woman, 
because it makes me understand 
bad people, which people who 
have always been good cannot. 
And also I am glad to have been 
desperately poor. That happens 
to very few people of my back- 
ground. " 

Her friends Lord and Lady Si- 
mon thought she needed bucking 
•up; they said she looked like p 
foresaken Polish widow in her 
one suit,; dyed black. So! knowing 
her passion for dancing they 
look her to the Mayfair, where 
James Haynes Dixon — also a 
writer, and a founder of tne 
youth hostels movement — made, 
up the four, . . 

«•: “Though he and 1 both ex- : 
celled at the fpXtroL; .says 

Rumer Godden. ‘‘heTelloMhe 

.. dance floor, for the first tithe jn, 


his life. It was symbolic, he 
said." She held out for five 
years — “I’d had enough of 
marriage; never, never again" 
— but was persuaded by her 
daughters. 

Dramatic 

They lived in a series of inter- 
esting houses. There was The 
Old Hall in Highgate Village, a 
William and Mary house now in- 
habited by a Goodie. Then there 
was an old farmhouse near. Rye. 
but they had hardly been here a 
year when they returned home 
one evening to find it ablaze 
from end lo end. 

With great presence of mind 
Rumer Godden’s younger 
daughter Paula managed to save 
all her mother's papers Including 
the manuscript of her next 
novel, The Battle of the Villa 
Fiorita. Her American publi- 
shers said they had never 
received a more dramatic manu- 
script stained and charred. 

Then they took on the famous 
Queen Anne house in Rye where 
Henry James lived: Lamb House, 
owned by the National Trust. It 
has long literary associations. 
Previously occupied by E. F. Ben- 
son and H. Montgomery Hyde, It 
is now in the tenancy of Sir Brian 
Batsford, the publishers. 

“During our time there the 
house seemed to come alive," 
says Rumer Godden. "because 
our grandchildren would visit, 
and play and run about." They 
had to keep the Henry James, 
room and the garden open two 
afternoons a week. “But there 
was always someone who had 
come all the way from Minne- 
sota..." she remembers. Her 
husband's illness obliged them to 
leave for a smaller house nearby; 
then he died, in 1973, 

Reviewers usually comment on 
her craftsmanship. Her advice to 
those who take creative writing 
courses is: write in longhand, as 
she does. “I think a typewriter 
runs away from you. It’s valu- 
able to bave to pause and search 
for a word, and writing in lon- 
ghand slows you up. People write 
too fast.” 

Her other rule is: write first, 
research later. “If you research 
first you write a documentary 
novel, which : is always con- 
trived, It takes the imagination 
out of.it." So she: wrote Thurs- 
day’s Children first, then went 
to White Lodge, the Royal Ballet. 
School's junior school., 

London Express Service 
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Slither 


I DON’T know why I don’t tike snakes But 1 do know that 
many people share my viewpoint. Their attitude ranges from 
mild aversion to varing degrees of fear, but mine must be 
some sort of midpoint, for although 1 have no fondness for 
these reptiles neither do 1 harbour negatives reelings toward 
them. 

Perhaps it is the expressionlessness of the scaly conte- 
nance, the lidiess unblinking eyes, the lack of limbs that 
puts me off them, or the seeming absence of emotion in 
them. People who do have a fondness for snakes assure me 
that these creatures do have feelings. “Sec, the snake is 
happy now," a reptilian afflcionado told me once as his fa- 
vourite garter snake coiled itself around his wrist. It looked 
the same to me as when he had said that it was asleep. 

The truth of the matter is that, regardless of any person's 
attitude towards them, snakes do rid us of mice, rats and 
other vermin. .And the majority of them are absolutely 
harmless to humans. .Most of them are not poisonous, nor 
do they carry any disease that can be contracted by humans. 
Several years ago, I was told by. an expert that there is only 
one specie of poisonous snakes' in Jordan. It is the horned 
viper, a small, sandy- coloured desert dweller only 20 to 30 
centimetres In length but extremely deadly for its diminutive 
size. Yet, it is highly unlikely that you will ever see one of 
these unless you go out Into the wilderness. 

Another Jordanian snake that many people' fear is a large 
black type that can be up to one metre long. They are sighted 
more frequently but are actually no danger to humans as 
they are of the constrictor group. They' hunt their prey and 
then kill it by squeezing It. But they can bite, leaving small 
evenly spaced and sized puncture marks that could.be a 
source for Infection and tetanus. So it is wise to seek medi- 
cal attention if you are bitten. 

Snakes are quite timid creatures I am told. They will re- 
treat from an encounter with humans If they have a chance 
and only strike when startled or cornered in a situation from 
which they cannot escape. Why then do they provoke such 
strong emotions in some of us? Why do people want to kill a 
snake just because they have spotted iL? 

Is it some deep- sealed cultural prejudice against this rela- 
tively innocent animal that is being displayed? Are we 
remembering our ancestors' fall from paradise and the part 
played by the serpent in the drama? Was the original snake 
to be blamed for our original sin? And are we still censuring 
(he entire species for the actions of one of them recorded in 
ancient literature. And if we read carefully, wasn’t it sup- 
posed to be the devil in the form of a serpent that was doing 
the tempting, not a snake itself? 

We were supposed to be created with a free will, all of us, 
including Adam and Eve. We have freedom of choice. Eve 
didn't have to listen, didn't have to eat the apple. And 
Adam didn't have to listen to her. Lots of husbands never 
listen to their wives. He wanted to taste the fruit or else he 
wouldn't have done the deed. 

Even today we eat of the forbidden apple and we enjoy 
every bite of it, especially because It has been forbidden to 
us but we have found a way around the restriction and got 
the fruit In spite of the commandment not to eat of it. Wby 
blame a little reptile for our action? Let him live in peace. 


Would you believe it? 

ESKIMOS in northern Alaska, unhappy In the modern world, 
have a suicide rate more than 10 times greater tharvthe 
national average, local health officials said. 

Twelve people out of every 1 00,000 kill themselves In the 
United States. In the Kotzebue region of northern Alaska ■— 
home -to some 6,000 Inupiat Eskimos — the rate, in statis- 
tical terms, is 150 per 100,000. 

A spokeswoman for the local hospital's psychiatric service 
said the men shoot or hong themselves and the women ‘ ’ take 
pills" 

Eskimo leaders have said the suicides re fleet the despair of 
people torn from their traditional way of life and unable to 
adapt to a different one. 

ENTERPRISING businessmen have come, up with a novel idea 
to relieve America's hopelessly overcrowded prison system. 
They hope to operate private jails, which they claim are much 
cheaper to rim than the state institutions. The Correction 
Corporation of America, a firm specially set up to operate 
prisons, has already started construction of a private intern- 
ment centre for Illegal immigrants from Mexico. The US Im- 
migration and Naturalisation Service ( INS) will pay 
$23.50 per day for each of the 300 immates accommodated 
at the centre. 
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Plays 


'I he Royal Cultural Centre presents ‘Ya Zarlf Al-Toul', writ- 
ten by Jibrll Al- Sheikh and directed by Haul Snobar. 

Continues nightly at 9.00 pm until Saturday 30 June. 
‘Ilarltna’ a play For children directed by Na'eem Haddadln. 
Last performance Thursday 21 June at I 1.00 am. 

Films 

The American Centre presents “ An officer and a Gentleman’ 
(2 hrs), starring Richard Gere, Debra Winger, David Keith 
and Louis Gossett Jr. 

Thursday 21 June at 8.00 pm 
Monday 25 June at 8.00 pm 

The French Cultural Centre presents ‘Le Jnge et L* Assassin* 
a 1 975 film directed by Bertrand Tavernier, and starring Phi- 
lippe Noiret, Michel Galabru, Isabelle Kluppcrt and Jean- 
Claude Brlaly. 

Thursday 21 and Saturday 23 June at 7. 45 pm. 

‘Lc Grand Jeu* , a 1933 film by Jacques Feyder, starring 
(Vfairc Bell, Pierre Richard- Wllm and Francolse Rosay. 

Monday 25 June at 7.45 pm. 

Exhibition 

The French Cultural Centre prosents 1 Lc carnaval de Nice’ 
Continues until Tuesday 10 July. 

Archaeology trip 

The Friends of Archaeology are planning a half day trip to 
three Roman and Iron Age sites in the Amman area. Ms. Ali- 
son McQuitty will visit to Rujm ol Mafuf, Khirbet el-Khilda 
and KhirbcL Salameh. 

Meet at the Deaparlment of Antiquities Registration Centre 
aL 8.30 am. Friday 22 June. 


|Specialists In travel and tourism 

| tourism, and travel 

j Petra Visa cards accepted 
l instalments for nine months 
[Working hours until l L pm during Ramadan 

We offer the best of services at the lowest prices 
We invite you to spend with us the most enjoyable and best 
of time through out summer trips 

Ahlan Wasahlan 

Athens and the Greek Islands 
. Prices from 135 

■ Rhodes Island of dreams 

prices from JD 90 

Cyprus, the magic Island 

I - • prices from JD 1 1 0 

- Trips to all parts of the world 

Summer season sarprlse 

Rhodes, the islands and Athens/ prices start from JD 1 40 

1 Special planes, fixed schedules 

I the first trip will start on 29/6/84 

'• In addition to regular trips throughout the year. 

j Shjlfeh Tourism and Travel — King Hussein Street 1 

Telephone 30629 Telex 23349 

! Al-Jaber Tours — Zarqa / Tel. 85761 

Najjar Tourism — Zarqa / Tel: 86485 ; 


IN THE MARKET NOW 

— Travellers Guide to Jordan by Josephine 
Zananiri 

— Oxford Map of Jordan V' 

Oxford maps of various Arab countries 

DISTRIBUTORS: 

Al ShorouK Publishing arid DistribUtiori House . 
King Hussein Street - tel: 24321V Amman. 



The students await their awards 


The glittering prizes 
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m At 9.00 pm last Thursday at 
King Hussein Youth City, 2237 
students were queuing at the 
gates of the stadium, waiting at- 
tentively to go in. they were a 
very bappy group, they sang and 
let out “Zagareed" the tradi- 
tional Arab sound at times of 
happiness. 

By 9.30 pm the students were 
walking gracefully in their robes 
towards their assigned places 
facing the crowd which num- 
bered at least 15,000. The end 
of the national anthem was the 
sign for them all to sit down. 

Parents, relatives and friends 
greeted the graduates upon their 
entrance with enthusiastic 
cheers and applause. 

University president followed 
by the head of the university's 
board of trustees, Mr Ahmed Al- 
Lawzi delivered two speeches to 
open the ceremony then Mr 
Al-Lawzi handed over the certi- 
ficates to the students, most of 
whom couldn't resist a wave to 
their relatives on the way back. 

Mr Al-Lawzi also delivered the 
awards for this year’s top 
students. For the first time in 
the history of the university, 
there were two top students with 
exactly the same cumulative av- 
erage when electrical engineers 
Ibrahim Makhamreh and Ahmad 
Hiyksat came out with an im- 
pressive 87 each. 

One interesting sight was fa- 
thers and mothers receiving 
their B.A. , M.A. and diploma 
certificates while their children 
sat among the crowd and cheered 
for them. In one case Nassim 
Al- Senna’ was receiving a di- 
ploma in education while his son 
Hisham was collecting his cer- 
tificate in engineering. 

Isam Rowaill, top student at 
the faculty of medicine told The 
Star that his being top was an In— 
- cent! ve to continue his studies. 
He said he now wants to special- 
ise in the study of immunity. He 
' said il ls a rare specialisation in 

Inrrion onH hA un'll flnrl n ink' 


easily, although there is currently 
unemployment among doctors. : 
For the time being, be said, he 
will work for sometime at (be 
university hospital and will later 
go. abroad to continue, his ata- 
xies; . ■*: ; •' : !••• • • 

, Top student in th4 English de- 
partment Hila.Nabnlal said she 
felt great when she knew: about 
being (Opj — thbugh she :was ex j 
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pecting it. She said that being 
top made a student feels that all 
his or her efforts have been re- 
warded and are appreciated by 
everybody. Hala told The Star 
that she is aiming to take a fur- 
ther degree to work for some- 
time first. Hala added that al- 
though rehearsals for the gra- 
duation were tiring, she had en- 
joyed the cerejnony. 

Leen Fakhonrl was both happy 
and satisfied at being top sludent 
in the department of architec- 
ture. She said her happiest 
moment was when she went to 
receive her certificate and every- 
body was looking at her. But she 


said she was prepared for it as 
she knew before the graduation 
that she had topped her year. 

Leen says she has not decided 
what to do next, she has two al- 
ternatives; either to resume her 
studies or to work in the private 
sector. Whichever she chooses. 
Leen feels that a female ar- 
chitect. is to prove herself and 
make people have faith in her. 

Along with the other top 
students Leen advises up and 
coming students to be patient, to 
meet the basic requirements ol 
their subject and to choose a sub- 
ject for which they have the 
right talent and interest. 



Leaders In their professions gather to welcome the newcomers 
to their ranks 


• Zarqa residents are not usually 
. known as trendsetters but they 
are leading the rest of Jordan in 
acquiring Jordan's first ever 
marriage guidance office. 

' The office has been organized 
jointly by the Jordanian Womens 
Federation (JWF) in Zarqa and 




ociation and will be open initially 
for a ajx months trial period. 

’ JWF President Nadia Bushnaq 
says that the office wjll help to 
guide engaged couples, will ea- 
: courage tbenvto have the necess- 
ary medical check-- ups before 
'hiarriage and help them to solve 
any problems that , arise once - 
: they are married . : 
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Nadia Bushnaq 
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Halida's designs go on show 


Jordanian designer sets 
the style for summer 



Humor at its lowest form. 


i last Thursday witnessed ano- 
ther fashion show for rising 
young Jordanian designer Majlda 
hsseer Blsharat. Held under the 
plrooago of Her Highness 
mneess Wijdan Ali, the show 
ns set up in the outdoors of the 
Arabian Horse club and was 
presented by 15 Jordanian girls 
mo modelled a beautiful collec- 
tor of clothes before an au- 
dience of 600. 

Special guests Included Their 
M Highness. Prince Ab- 

t.m ’ H BCC F *y 8Bl « Prince 
3 Maesss Alshch and 
Wncess Zeln A1 Hussein. . 

JJ* models were presenting 
own summer designs. 
fmlTpi on « to the ,alesl styles 
£,. Glan % nco Far »c. Claude 
Chantalle Thomas, 
jjraplice and Kenzo which arc 
w pacing from Majida’s U 
.Boutique . And the 
IS lhe Pac 0 for a very fa- 
summer of 1 984 . 

JfiJL Mh . or uustomers’ orders 
Sd , the casuaI outfits 

3 & y J 0n * ,,h afternoon 
' Krp ,, ?. dr ?. sscs and skirts 
' 8 warming Ta- 

•; 2 ? £3L a - ound the world, 

' 3* T5p^f nn « one after the 

; fe.of s rt ho M w aiida or ,ha 

1 hOPBS lh8t 
! °ne more step 

i! .She S and successful career, 
f; hawp f | T past fashion 
' mvgair ^ y hel P® d nte esta- 

1 hr l™K_ as ? serious desig- 
a* Jhow ^ 1 h ? pe that his 
Aones^f 00 ?.^ the com- 
bgi morR me {n launch- 

4&^n? SIV0CareerOUt ’ 

ttwEJg* cslaW,s Bing an 
recognized na- 



MaJIda Kasccr Blsharat 

on the city of Reno in America, 
ns three of their sons success- 
fully took out their Bachelor's 
degrees. Monlr Saycgh took his 
in hotel management while cou- 
sins Raed and Refaat took theirs 
in civil engineering and electri- 
cal engineering respectively. 



saya she is not Jn- 

•.g» : ofteSd*?Ii5 a 2 cular desi 8- 

yoar 4 coltec- 
original de- 


^ ala tMt fashion. 

ft preparing her 
countless or- 
,^^8 for her own 
.■JMtnrting to orga- 
wllich is[ 
her. 


to the. Sayegh 
nth wefe focused 


Refaat Sayegh, left and 
brother Raed, on graduation 
day 

Reed and Refaat’s mother 
Amal flew to the United States 
specially for lhe graduation and 


prepared a variety of Arabic dis- 
hes for a typical Jordanian recep- 
tion. The food was accompanied ' 
by Jordanian songs and calls of 
celebration. 

When the three new graduates 
arrived back at Amman airport 
last week they were greeted by 
about 40 car loads of well- 

wishers and then whisked off 
home Tor a mensaf. 

Monir is now hoping to work 
at the Ammoun Training Hotel. 
Roeil is off to do his military ser- 
vice and Refaat is planning to go 
back to the United Stales. 

• A new. sophisticated appro^h 
to the' work of the secretary was 
introduced to Amman this week 
with the opening of the Sight and 
Sound Education Centre. The 
centre is under the direct control 
and supervision of the English 
Sight and Sound Colleges chain 
which are noted for their teach- 
ing of secretarial skills. 

The new school was opened by 
Her Royal Highness Princess 
Sarvath who said “lam very im- 
pressed with this project. The 
set-up is excellent and could be 
the start of something really big 
in Jordan.” She continued “Se- 
cretarial work should start to 
have a new meaning and should 
develop into a wider field. Now 
tbat everything is ready Tor this 
move, we can only wait and see 
what the results will be." 

In an interview with The Star, 
college principle Mrs Ophllla Bl- 
sboutl said one of the advantages 
of the Sight and Sound courses is 
that a student can start a course 
at the beginning of any week 
during the year. She said that the 
centre is equipped with the most 
modern teaching aids and that a 
student can complete a full-time 
course and be rehdy for em- 
ployment after only five months. 


Far 

Side 


By GARY LARSON 




DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT. 

_ Four apartments, each consisting of three bedrooms end 
» modern deluxe amenities. . , 

-'Four apartments each collating of two bedrooms atyl 
modern deluxe amenities. 

Ali apartments in one building. pndWplied with telephone, 

central heating and super r 

Can be rented ell together 

: ; Location: 77a' A! fill, near Al mha RestQUrant. 

■ ■ ■ Call tel: 773073, 774727, 39900 



"Soup o! the day it ready!' 
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The treasure 


By Hamdan AI-HaJ 


NEWS SPREAD throughout the vill- 
age of a huge amount of gold found 
near the village boundaries. At once, 
the villagers, either in groups or indi- 
vidually picked up their tools and 
headed towards the place where the 
gold was expected to be found. These 
villagers began to have great dreams 
of finding huge chunks of gold and 
then sell them at high prices. 

Saleem was among the enthusiastic 
villagers looking for the yellow metal. 
Instead of following the others to the 
village boundaries to dig the earth. 
Saleem decided to dig elsewhere. 

“ Since everyone will be digging the 
earth, i might as well dig certain 
other places," Saleem said to him- 
self. 

His neighbour's wall was the target. 
He drilled and drilled, almost demo- 
lishing the wall itself into nothing. 
When he found that the wall con- 
tained nothing but stones and rocks, 
he headed towards a different wall. 
He drilled a huge hole in the wall and 
looked through it. He was so sur- 


prised, for he saw gold! Huge chunks 
of gold actually moving about on the 
other side of the wall. Saleem was so 
surprised that instead of trying to col- 
lect any of it, he ran straight home to 
tell his wife. 

Yet, his wife did not seem sur- 
prised or even enthusiastic. Not even 
when Saleem said that the gold he 
found differed from any other kind of 
gold the rest of the villagers would 
find. She refused to accompany him 
to the wall where the gold was, and 
only said, * * Well, go back to the wall 
and get your gold." 

And that was what Saleem did. He 
looked through the hole in the wall 
and delightfully looked at the moving 
gold. He then climbed the high wall 
and looked over it. 

Alas, what he found was a herd of. 
cows, all golden coloured. He was so 1 
ashamed of himself for ever imagin- 
ing to find gold in walls because the 
most valuable of things are usually 
buried in the depths and definitely not 
in wails. 
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iQUARIUS — January 
2 Kh to February 1 8th 



PISCES — February 
I9lfa to March 20th 
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Sea- mouse 

What is a sea-mouse? 

IT IS not really a mouse at all; to find an account of it 
In books of natural history, we must not look to the 
section dealing with mice, but to the worm-Uke ani- 
mals, and among them to the group with many bristles. 

One sea-mouse lives near the British shores; it Is 
broad- bodied and somewhat like a slug, the enemy 
against which the gardener Is always fighting. It Is 
about three or four inches long. If we find It ail take 
the trouble to remove from its skin the mud and sand 
with which It Is covered, we shall see it bright vrtti 
varied colours — a little like those of the rainbow. The 
back has a double row of scales overlapping one 
another; but those found on the British shores are 
wrapped In a covering of hairs, hut there are sea mice 


It might be supposed that such a creature, with Its 
protection of spines, would be safe from Its greedy 
enemies. But it is not; and fish of various kinds, such 
as the cod and the haddock, look upon the se“-n 0 ““ 
as good food, and do not mind the spines or the bristles 
shaped like arrows. . 




I i Vs a record 
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STONE TO0US BETWEEN 2 ! 
Af>lp 2A MILLION YEARS CM) \ 
HAVE BEEN e&AVATEP FROM 
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Steam 


Survive 
W fTHATlUE 
s IKE THAT, 


Shovel 


The dinosaurs are not all dead. 

I saw one raise its Iron head 
To watch me walking down the road 
Beyond our house today. 

Its jaws were dripping with a load 
Of earth and grass that it had cropped. 
It must have heard me where I stopped, 
Snorted white steam' iay way, 

And stretched its long neck out to see 




Charles Malatn 



Stowaway 


1. Ventilation grille 
above doorway Is 
shorter 

2. Chart table in 
left foreground has 
black edge 

3. Sailor's untidy 
hair brushed back 
undercap 1 • 

4. His right shoe 
has pointed toe 

5. Ah extra bead of' ' 
perspiration bursts 
from stowaway's face 

6. 'Arrow on wall map! 
points in opposite 1 
direction ... 

7. Captain' has longer 
sidewhlskers : 

8. Chart hanging over 
edge of hlsldesk has 
uncurled. 

y .The re Isja rivet mis- 
sing from porthole 
frame _ • j 

l.Q.' ; A ‘brjassl 1 " 
barid ;aro'uhd • tele- - 
scope in; right fore- ! 
ground has vanished! 









.DDirORN -December y ° u may r|hd that domestic matters could claim your 
A" 11 ' attention during (his coming week, but the meeting with 

to January 19th a new and exciting member of the opposite sex could do 
* much to ease your mind. I ry your level best not to let the 

pessimistic outlook of a friend depress you, for although 
they are genuine, their caution could lose you an excel- 
lent chance in the business field. 


You can affoid to be optimistic during this week, and 
you can at the same time, take chances in most Uircc-' 
lions. Also, in the romantic field, you are going to find 
yourself very popular. By taking the advice of an older, 
rather than a younger, colleague, this week, about tack- 
ling a task which you are involved in. you should find 
yourself meeting with much more success. Luck is with 
you this week, so go ahead with your ideas. 


You may find that tolerance and patience will be ncccss- ] 
ary with a new relationship, which could upset you just a 
little, but you are on the winning side, and by the end of 
the week, your patience will be rewarded in more ways 
than one. You could have quite an exciting time, moving 
in new surroundings, but you would be very well advised 
to keep a careful watch on added expenditure. You 
should not hesitate to seek the advice of an older person 
before making a move in u tricky situation. 


Luck could conic your way in a rather unexpected man- 
ner during this coming week. Romance is very strongly 
starred, and you should learn that a member of the op-' 
posilc sex thinks more of you than you had imagined. A 
recent interest of yours could become of paramount im- 
portance to you and you should be able io further it 
through the co-opcrution of someone very dear to you. 
Your working life should be less busy during (his week. 


This coming week could hold the realisation of an im- 
portant wish connected with your personal life, which 
should prove of great satisfaction to you. People around 
you could cause just a little friction between yourself and 
a loved one. You would do well to ignore this, and carry 
on in your usual way. Your mind should be full of perso- 
nal affairs this week, and later you should be feeling 
much easier regarding your financial position. 


Beware of making impulsive promises regarding your 
emotional feelings. Think carefully about suggestions 
made to you by a loved one. You could find yourself get- 
ting your own way very much more than of late, with the 
consequence that there is a definite improvement in rela- 
tionships. Jealousy on the part of a dose friend may 
cause you some worry during this week, but your recent 
successes should enable you to overlook this. 


CANCER — June 
21st to July 21st 



LEO — July 
22nd t to August 21st 



You may have to be diplomatic with a loved one who 
has an argument against you spending out on something 
which you have long wanted to have this week. In order 
to make tilings go along more easily during this week, it 
would be as well for you to bear in mind that you should 
give a little more concentration to members of your 
family. By doing what you honestly think to be the best 
course in u lactTui manner, you should have a happy 
week. 


Try your level best not to argue with a near one who is 
inclined to be just a little dogmatic. Remember it is only 
because they wish to protect you. Affairs or the heart 
may need to be watched just a little, and you could find 
that just a little attentive ness towards a loved one is 
called for this week. By leaving things over for the first 
few days, and not rushing decisions, you could find ymir- 
sell able to solve little prublcms for yourself. 



ARIES — March 
list to April 20th 


LIBRA — September 
22nd to October 22nd 




TAURUS - April 
Hst to May 20th 


SCORPIO — October 
23rd to November 21st 



isM 


GEMINI - May 
Uti to June 20th 


SAGITTARIUS - 
November 

22nd to December 20th 





If you aim high this week, you could attain much more 
than you hud anticipated, both at work, and also in the 
socinl field. The successful outcome of n Loved one's 
plans could lead to a celebration towards the end of the 
week, bringing with it a closer relationship than before. 
You could find this week, that you have more spare time 
to devote to a hobby of yours, which in turn could lead to 
a rather exciting invitation. 


This coming week could be just a little irritating due to 
others around you. but by (he end of the week, there 
could be a very pleasant surprise in the romantic field. 
You may find yourself a little worried over the health of a 
loved one, but your fears should prove to be groundless. 
An unexpected little windfall could cotne your way some 
time during this week, thus giving you the opportunity to 
obtain the things you had given up hoping for. 


Where social activities arc concerned, there arc indi- 
cations of some very happy limes ahead. Enjoy yourself, 
and forgel past problems. Things should go along very 
smoothly for you. with plenty of lime for relaxation, and- 
a promise of romance in the air. A close friend could be a 
lot of assistance to you with h helpful and generous sug- 
gestion about a future outing. Personal affairs could now 
look much more encouraging for you. 


and 9 nr ay Greetings to You. By keeping your own counsel 
you ,n ® 0n your own judgment, affairs should go well for 
woulria your nexl year - but in October or November, you 
sci ou wel * n °l to let a member of your family uncon- 
whinh » lnt . er ^ er e by attempting to put you off a new project 
_ you intend to start before mid- winter. 

your j s doubt that emotionally, and romantically, 
ones am four monlbs should be happy and for the single 
age. mongsl you. there are signs of engagements or marri- 

<, nrinB > }h d appear th *l you could break your holiday in two 
onledfn com ^ n fi year because two lots of travel are indi- 
Well a $ p| you * antl one * n which you could involve business as 



1 byr JET pei ?°d. yo« may find yourself changing your plans, 
J are ih5, 0u l h you may be doubtful of this, all the indications 
^ Career lhe cha Pges should bring improvements in your 
“ a lilrou 8hout tne coming twelve months. 

°nes^« soc ’ a * HI® is strongly indioalcd and Tor the younger 
you ’ romance appears to come your way at a 
ft/ns * our popularity after the October period could also 
■ you suecespj.in a very unexpected manner. 

InThp.fi., ' 


financial field, for. those of you who want io take a 
fM'iWar nr • 5r ? y °dr ambitions are concerned, this could be a 
‘eC|ino> e ?Fi ansiort - *0 fact- from the beginning, you will be 
If ' ' sgffsflni* v, y 8 ®cb re and as long as you do things on an aver- 
v 'f ‘^houlri wp , n older your year gets, the more secure you 

. . v— 


Sunday 24 June 

Birthday Greetings to You. 
At the beginning of your year, 
you could be faced with a 
slight problem regarding a 
member of your family — do 
not gel excited or worried be- 
cause I can assure you that 
before late autumn, this 
should have sorted itself but 
in a very satisfactory manner. 
It would be as well for you to 
make sure tfcat you do not 
shoulder more 'than your fair 
share of responsibilities at 
home this year. 

There is little doubt that 
you will take a journey across 
the water throughout the next 
twelve months, and will 
either visit or meet up, with 
someone Whom you have not 
seen for a very long while. All 
the indications are that you 
will have a memorable and 
enjoyable time. 

Your health should be bet- 
ter. . during the next twelve 
monifis. than it has been of 
late, and as long as youdo'.npl 
overtax your nervous energy, 
you should be feeling really 
rii ■ •••'- 


*>"}. 
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A newcomer in your circle will need encouragement from 
you to be able to loosen up and enjoy the fun that is coming 
your way. 

Throughout your year, there appears to be little doubt that 
you may have to make a big decision where an afiair of the 
heart is concerned. This in turn, should prove to be a turning 
point in your life, but one for the better. 


Birthday Greetings to You. For you who are unattached, an 
introduction you are given to a member of the opposite sex* 
around August or September could well develop into a serious 
attachment, and in consequence, there could be wedding bells 
for you before your next birthday. 

Those of you who arc already married arc undoubtedly, by 
showing more confidence in your partner's abilities, due for 
a very happy year ahead. 

The older ones amongst you are likely to be facing changes 
in your plans, and even should these plans seem to go astray, 
there is little doubt that the changes will be good for you be- 
cause they appear to bring prosperity in their wake. 

During October, you could receive some high praise for 
helping a close friend dr associate prepare either a social ga- 
thering or a party.- 


Birthday Greetings to You. You are facing a year where in- 
fluential folk around you will be quite willing ta listen lo.your 
ideas and for the workers amongst you. promotion where 
your carcor-is concerned should come your way. All of you 
are on top form, so that first class improvements are indi- 
cated for Ihe next twelve months. 

During the winter months, the hasty actions of a member 
of your family could cause a little upset- better for you Lo ig- 
nore this, and il will straighten itself out and much quicker. 

Financially, you should be able to treat yourself more than 
you have done in the past, as a liule extra money appears to 
be coming your way. .;, -: 

Where health is concerned, you would do well to try to re- 
lax whenever possible, and not overdo. things! because tired- 
ness could be an enemy for you. 
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. *UT Too coflPUCATPP. 


I 5US6EST THAT WHEN HE 
COMES BY A6AIN, WE THROW 
IT BACK AT HIM 


ALL IN FAVOR OF THIS SUGGESTION 
SIGNIFY BY SAVINS, "AYE!" 

_ ‘ S', 
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THE MEETING OF THE CACTJS 

club is now Adjourned! 


mm 


FRANKLY, Mp. TWAIN, 

we think you neep to 

»«PK ON A AAP6&A CAW. 


I lUMrf 





AAP& up Y°up WND, 

Vco...\>o TOU WANT TO 
WP«T& A goof- A po uT WAP 
op A poop AP<>uT p&\cf? 








Cjl 


«/ 


v 

Tales by M$ 


A- 


'v\ 


O - 

vj|£. 




" I X 

THOUGHT ' 
YOU WEf^E , 

in jail, y 




wM J 






- . 6-24-84 




tonight I think i'll take a peep 

BREATH, SLOWLV CLO&E MV EVE 5 AN P 
SAVOR the HEAVV PEELING OP BLEEP 
&RAPOALLV OVERTAKING /V\V &OPV 






Ron AROUND THE BLOCK, 
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THIS AAY ££ A n/2ST 

. X JJfT GOT A 

. pEJECTHO/sf .CLIp RWW 

quTBNBEPG- 



THEN AGAIN IT WOOLP BE PON TO HAVE A 
COP OF COPFEE ANP T0&6 ANP TORN FOR 
ACOOPLE OP HOUR6.THEN BLEEP'TIL NOON 
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‘ An Officer and a Gentleman’ 

A melodramatic comedy 



The Oscar nominee Dc be r a Winger 

IF THERE is any ambiguity in 
the title of the film, this is prob- 
ably deliberate. ** An Officer and 
a Gentleman" can be considered 
as a reference to the film's two 
main characters: Zak, who sur- 
vived the rigorous military train- 
ing and succeeded in becoming a 
naval aviation officer, and his 
mate Sid. a born gentleman who 
opted out before the training was 


over. The other interpretation of 
the title is that. Zak. in Lhc 
process of becoming an officer, 
also emerged us a gentleman. 

Zak Mayo (played by Richard 
Gere), growing up in u humble 
background of a slum area in a 
Filipino village, decides to be- 
come a naval aviation officer 
candidate. At the base, he makes 
one close friend. Sid Worley 
(played by David kcilhi who 
comes Ironi a family of officers 
upholding a certain code of be- 
haviour ut-iun to Zak. whose fa- 
ther is a common free-wheeling 
sailor. 

The film follows the lives of 
the two males through their in- 
tensive and often brutal physical 
and psychological training under 
the command of (he unrelenting 
sergeant , ‘l ; olcy" (brilliantly 
piuyed by Louis Gossett Jr. I. 

Zak and Sid gel involved with 
two of the local girls out to catch 
officers, seeing in them a way 
out of a poor and sordid life. 
Sid's girl, Linnclle. tries to trap 
him into marriage; but when he 
quits the base and hands in his 
resignation two weeks before 
graduation in order to marry 
her. she rejecLs him because he 
will not become an officer! And 
Sid commits suicide. 


Zak's love story with Paula is a 
different matter from the start. 
Paula (charmingly played by 
Oscar nominee Dcbura Winger) 
genuinely loves Zak and has no 
intention of burdening him with 
her affections. Although Zak 
tries to free himself of her love, 
he finally recognizes her as his 
soulmate and true love and the 
film ends happily as in any melo- 
drama. 

The happy ending of the film is 
not its only melodramatic scene. 
In fact, they abound in the film, 
swaying the audience gently to 
and fro from laughter to tears. 
Violence and bloody fights also 
have their share in the film — 
under the pretext of military 
training. Passionate love scenes 
also accelerate the box office 
revenues of a film that would ap- 
peal to a wide range of audience 
in search of entertainment. 

The film's brightest spot, how- 
ever, lay in its comic scenes 
which really sparkle due to the 
brilliant performance of "Fo- 
ley", the predominant attraction 
of the whole picture. Sergeant 
Foley: shockingly brutal in his 
methods of training, utterly vul- 
gar in his expressions and almost 
inhuman in his discipline, is a 
monster with a heart of gold. His 
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A scene from the film 

sympathetic attitude towards the 
.only female candidate of the 
group is the one and only proof 
of his humanity. 

Foley's congratulations to his 
team on their graduation day is a 
scene that melts the hardest of 
hearts. Even Zak, the most har- 
dened survivor of the whole 
group, admits to his command- 
ing sergeant that he couldn't 


have made it without him, as he 
watches him start the training of 
a new class of candidates using 
the same methods, provocation! 
and expressions. 

The film turns a full cycle end- 
ing as it began with Foley tortur- 
ing young candidates in order to 
qualify them to become fighting 
pilots soaring high up in the sky. 

Reem A H. Yidi 


SOLUTIONS 

Chess Target 


1 Q-— B5, Resigns. If I... QxQ; 

2 PxQ, R— -Q1 ; 3 B— Kt6 or here 
2...KI — Ktl; 3 R — Q8 followed 
by B— B5. Black cannot avoid de- 
cisive material loss. 


Genius genus gneiss guess gu- 
ise GUMMINESS issue nws* 
messing minus mise milt 
misuse muse musing negus 
ness sign sine sing singe si- 
nus smug snug suing sum- 
ming sung using. 


Crossword 


i* iBdopner. 10. L»o. ii. HurtFu. 12 . Fll!«d.13, Trinkit 

l 4 ' £!”■ PBrinlrini. 17, Anserine. IB- Btrsiwe. IB. Emui- «- 

V ’MiS wank g- Ravutt ». «s 

’ Antiton^fSafioffi. 3, Bmudilni. *. Protem. 8 - JJ** 

35 ,” 6 olon^fl J" 1 " 1 **** 81 » -Overoofrt. 32, BmRBhad. 8 *. 0pt iw ' 


EASY SOLUTION 


to A0R08B.— S. Por-thol-e. 10. Bqb(B>. 11. Ollve-B. $■£}$£ 
■ 13. ftuxapft-E. w, Lave, U, Banana aloln. L7. 

'JS- fll, Oamo-lu. (M. The Society OtBlanda. 27, ®ro«t. n| 


C, Rwp a profit. 6. OottOrnwooJ. 7, SldnLea. 8, VBny W«l- tlK 
16, Addrew 20, Rated. 22, Mlnt-raum. 23. Figure of tun. w mi 
w-hole. 06, Strong oaee. 28. ReaLleed, 31, srtecelver. 82, S«4i-nP 
8*,- I-ndce-'d, 85. A-lien. 99, Tick, 
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Use the same diagram for either the Cryptic or the Easy puzzle. 


(\ ryptic puzzle 

ACROSS 

.,.,11 io a'iiu?c/f ihroiigti tli‘ 

i,rss&'s 

j;£r«n,cU./nil you -llpiJ.tl 

,jftMl'l?«l ’in turn mill M.ovi-cl 

„Se ia on me hoy. LWSKOS 

uftavlns n-tnatcii ngeln. got 

ii U'S'dMorau-d anil ndd* a llttk- 
hiiiiri- tti Uie new room CB) 
jl Where Jn-Wt * ** d pt 

itur from U nil i3. 7) 

ii If jouTi- solng abroad, good 

liisl iA) 

II Ogcn up anil aoma pouncla fall 

||UlV vltlt Ilie unruly Ray at 

u stand holcIlDH the line for ttie 
fori-igni-r *S» 

u Having ne nDrcUon far and 
wUIng hitched <10» 

U failing luUmm-ton of. turn 

Hi 



KLM 

Koreaq .. 
Kuw'ill 

a n 

in u ..... 

Malay 

MEA .. 

Olympic 

PanAm . 

2 nu» 

Mill .. 

Somalia 

bbana .* 

SAS _ 

Slmipon ..... 

■STjrr 

Taram 

'■are 

luieiln . 


4H19 

— .... 22 1 75 

24105 

30144 

... ..... 6*7320 

41305/44356 

3113b 

36104 

245*3 

- 41959 

41873 

- 37714 

- 395(0 

- • 5113* 

32324 

22526 

- 42943 

22147 

(70157- 

303(0 , 

•— J(0M 

- --v,.- ?:.» i 


EMERGENCIES 

SRffiL: f -»!?' . 

Hrew.v . ...... (aun . , 

Fire Heed- -• " • B,,n 

quarwi . JJwoj 


Bullet Htuur 

192-21 II IJ7777 

Folic* Head- 

quarter! 22090/3 

frame Folk* - 56390-1 

Eltrtrfc power 

Co 36311-2 

Municipal Wuar 

Sirwke 7t 125-8 


HOSPITALS 


Kuurin Mdllcul 

Cenira PI2II302 

Khalldl Malar- 

roBy 442(1-4 

Akleh Mann!) 

2i. Amman 42441 

MilliH, 

l . Amman 36140 

FatoUne, 

Shmduni _.. ..... 6*4171-4 
Unlycfrity Hoc- 

.Ptal . J .1-145141 


MUSEUMS 

Jordan Nillonsl 
Oallary ., 301 ; 


TUia Art ...ill 

Gallery ■ 6WI 

Folklore ^.JlJiO 

Popular Ufa of ,im ■ 

Jordan ■■ ; , 1 

ArcKacologiol ...j 

Muaiun 

Mllllary . i 42 4 l . 

Museum 00 

.general 

joroin ieie»al«i jjjjj 

. Radio Jordan - 

MmMry of 42 JII 

Tourttm 

KMd Complal- 

no - • — ■ “■ 

Price Comp. «||» 

liima --- r " 

Aranun Munldpm M n) ' 

Library - I- - -r 

Unlve rally of Jordan ,jj 

Ubraiy •— ||J5 

e« 

fdephone lafor- ,j 

mat Ion — 

i Jordan and , 1 ll • 

Mid die Battalia if-.- 

OvereaiaCalli ^ (| 

Ca«* or T*l*»r«m |( , 

■ Repair Service 


North 

t! 

0 J 10 8 0 5 
* Q « 8 5 4 3 
. . West East 

109804 3 *bK53 
/ 8 T 4 «? A K Q 10 0 5 3 

• 8 A K 2 

South 

y 6 3 

y A K Q D 4 3 2 

. + A J 10 7 

W * K 

® fo z »tr 

.5 S db i a 



HMmmm 

■KIuejio 

5551 


37 RiMiiavIriR from the board tin- 

follow-, l hung aroimil 
wllii < 7r 

38 Tin* cai iviih found h mid led in 
tin- l-in. Mlitiki-fi but muoiiehi-il 

40 Show U s been fnrctu with a 
levi-r id i 

41 Its ft Ctrl the vi-nael will drift 
with the current *3* 

42 Uni* for the work-on 1 iB) 


1 A deviuun way io keen the 
aul.dren amusea ilOj 

2 Having Lurncd up before -id 
I tnty i4j 

3 Fashion you fuwess ns not 
extreme <8 ■ 

4 Ordered a radiating bar to be 
iutt on top i(7i 

5 money as a harvester? 

0 Two materials one oaq buy at 
'Mie chemist's (B-riii 

7 Furtively moves <<wo men (6) 

8 In tho jJlnk. all right <4. 4) 

10 The title la “ Building Around 

■Love ' ( 5 j 

10 Speak with expertise ITj 
20 Scolded for having given the 
assessment t-S j 


8 W N 

— - 46 4NT*!t 

8D 03 7D 

dble 14o NO 


Dealer: West. E— W vulnerable. 

There were complaints in an 
Australian tournament that deal- 
ing by computer had produced an 
unreasonable number of freakish 
hands. No doubt Lhe deal above 
contributed to the argument. A 
team from Perth bid and made a 
doubled grand slam at both ta- 
bles! The first auction: 


West did not find the heart 
lead and declarer made his con- 
tract for a score of 1630. At the 
other tabic: 


A strange decision by East. I 
must say. North selected the lead 
of Clio Jack of hearts and 
East- West registered 2470. 
North should have led from n 
long suit, clubs, if partner has 
the Ace of hearts, surely he will 
make it. 


Mortensen v Maninang. Lucerne 
chess Olympics 1 98 2. Not every 
chessboard win is achieved by 
checkmate or massive materia 
gain. Here the play looks level 
apart from While's big advaiit- 
age of space: but in reality 
Black's game is hopeless and af- 
ter While's next turn Black stop- 
ped the clock in resignation. 
What was White's knock-out 
move? 


M 

E 

G 

1 


M 

S 

u 1 

N 


1*rri2 a ? y Words oF rour ,et ' 
from the^M can y° u make 

lr > makinJ crs shown here? 

’word, each letter 

Wd 0nce . on,y - Each 

loiter a U n S u f° nta,n (he large 
? nd there must be -at 


least one nine- letter word in 
the list. No plurais: no fore- 
ign words; no propel- names. 
TODAY’S TARGET: 17 

words, good: 22 words, very 
good-. 28 words, excellent. 



22 A little quilt, at lewst «7i 

23 What the accountant 1 h laugh- 
ing at ? (0. a, 3) 

2G When to treat u cavity, gener- 
ftlly speaking iu. 3. 5i 

20 A good wilt In what you need 
W«M» travel :tng rough (0, 4) 

20 Undemtood the dealer m 
crooked ibi 

31 lhe P 01100 catoh 

32 The nnlmaln carrying the food 
'back w*lk with difficulty <7» 

34 I had to conceal the need 
aomehow, of course (6j 

25 0,1 to n “ foreigner (61 

30 A Round and a fia^h ( T j 


F.4SI 7 PUZZLE 

A , ADRO 88 

fi Nark (Bi 

10 Star sign (3) 

11 Rush headlong 1 Bi 

12 Tipped up (6 1 

13 Bauble <7) 

14 Hotel worki-r t-t* 

15 Sweating (10) 

17 Annoying (81 

18 Peculiar (7j 

10 FllabtlehB ■birtlfi ,4i 
21 Fruits (0) 

24 Death sentence 
(7. 10 

27 Dlveralon -1 6> 

20 Toboggan (4 1 
I® Outl ine '(7i 
33 Robots (8) 

3S Praising (101 
30 Time gone bv H j 

37 Sees (7) 

38 Deep ravine (8) 

40 Less generous (01 

41 Convent woman 13 1 

42 DzmnndJng (8) 

DOWN 

1 Germ-iree HO I 



2 Target -«4. 

3 Smeurlnff 181 

4 Vital food 
constituent 17, 

E Graft Mill 

6 Snapshot! 110) 

7 Correct (tti 

8 Sji srtntBa >8) 

10 Being deceltrm (fit 
IB Hair bobp (71 
so Small rodent i5j 
22 With folds (7i 


23 Nearby IB. a, 4| 

26 Aim oal worn through 
110 ) 

20 Knookou± 

competition (10) 

28 Ooplod (8i 

31 Outer garment (BI- 

32 Shattered (7i 
34 Choosing -101 

36 PunotuAUon. mark 
to) 

30 Again OR) («) 


Jordanian Images saieh Abu shtndi 
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